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The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 1 [Thursday, March 28,
1889], page 1, column 4

IN order to reduce, if possible, the evil of
forest fires, the Menominee River log
owners and directors of the Boom
Company, have passed resolutions
condemning the carelessness of crews
driving logs on the Menominee and its
tributaries, and calling upon all foremen to
see personally that all cook or other fires
are extinguished before the crews move
from one place to another. Parties through
whose carelessness forest fires arise are to
be held responsible for the resultant
damages. This is right and proper.

Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15,
Number 10 [Thursday, July 28, 1910],
page 1, column 2

Investigate Forest Fires.

John Engblom has been appointed
special agent for the state to investigate
forest fires and their causes. The causes
are easy to arrive at: ninety-eight per cent
of the fires are due to the carelessness of
the railroad companies and their staff of
trackmen; the other two per cent to careless
fishermen. The lumbermen furnish much of
the fuel and are not deserving of any great
amount of sympathy for their losses. If the
lumbering concerns were forced to burn
their slashings the fires would be less
extensive. The loser deserving of full
sympathy is the settler and small land
owner. We hope Mr. Engblom will ventilate
matters in his report.

ALFRED

CHANNING

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5,
Number 143 [Monday, September 28,
1925], page 1, column 2

Channing Business
District Swept By
$50,000 Fire

Three Buildings
Are Destroyed
By Flames

Fire of an undetermined origin early this
morning took its toll at Channing, 16 miles
north of Iron Mountain, causing damage
estimated at $50,000, and destroying three
frame buildings in the heart of the business
district.

The loss was as follows:

Paul Khoury, general merchandise
store, $25,000.

Sam Khoury, restaurant and rooming
house, $10,000.

R.J. Tobin, pool hall and barber shop,
$6,000.

Lawrence Calcugh, restaurant and
rooming house, $4,000.

The blaze, according to the night
operator at the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul railroad station who gave the alarm
this morning at 12:20 o’clock, started in the
rear of the Paul Khoury building.



MENOMINEE RANGE HISTORY - FIRES — DICKINSON
COUNTY, MICHIGAN

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings]

Fanned by a southeast wind, the fire
soon spread to the adjacent buildings.
Within half an hour, two buildings were a
mass of flames. Unable to check the
progress of the fire, it next spread to the
Sam Khoury and Tobin places. Volunteer
firemen were hampered by the intense heat
and were forced to fight the flames from a
distance of 50 feet.

Send Call For Help

An emergency call was sent to the
Crystal Falls and Iron Mountain fire
departments, but the local engine company
was unable to give assistance as the steam
pumper had to be loaded on a flat car. At
the time that the alarm was received here, it
was considered almost next to impossible
to check the spreading flames.

Due to motor trouble, the Crystal Falls
department was on the road for an hour
and 30 minutes, it was stated. The
distance is about 17 miles.

Ten minutes after the fire was
discovered a bucket brigade was organized
and the village hose cart put into use.

Fully 75 volunteers were engaged in
fighting the fire but their efforts were
unavailing as the old buildings, built of pine
lumber, made excellent fuel.

Four streams of water were played on
the flames. Two hoses were attached to a
fire hydrant close by while two others were
stretched from locomotives of the St. Paul
railroad. Two locomotives alternated to
supply water from their tanks and it was
pumped with the Crystal Falls American-
LaFrance fire truck. The engines each
made four trips to the railroad water tank,
which is a mile south of the village.

Roomers Forced Out

More than 25 roomers, living at the two
rooming houses, were forced to flee,
scantily clad. Many lost their clothes and
jewelry. Panic-stricken, they raced to the
nearest exit and in the jam, several fell over
each other. Fortunately none was injured.

Efforts were being made today to
determine the origin of the fire. It is known
that it started in the rear of the Paul Khoury
store. Mr. Khoury was in Iron Mountain at
the time and arrived in Channing three
hours after the alarm was given. He stated
that no furnace or stove was in use when
he left the store yesterday afternoon and it
is thought the fire may have started from
Spantaneous [sic - spontaneous]
combustion.

A 125 gallon tank of kerosene was
located in the rear part of the building.
Shortly after the fire got underway, the tank
exploded and spread the kerosene to every
part of the interior.

Fire workers were not only hampered by
the heat but also by low water pressure.
Water, however, had little or no effect on
the burning buildings, the fire having
obtained too much headway.

Save Nearby Property

After it was found impossible to halt the
fire, the volunteers concentrated their
efforts on protecting nearby buildings. Five
barns in the alley way and a large store
building about 25 feet from the Sam Khoury
building, [sic] were saved, although the
sides were considerably scorched.

Oswald Singlaub was the proprietor of
the poolhall [sic — pool hall] and barbershop
which was being rented by Calcugh.

The Paul Khoury store was one of the
oldest in Channing. It was 50 feet wide and
83 feet long, including the warehouse,
where the fire started. Mr. Khoury stated
that his loss was only partly covered by
insurance. He plans to rebuild immediately,
he said.

None of the damage was fully covered
by insurance, it was stated by others who
suffered losses. It is not known yet if they
will rebuild although Sam Khoury indicated
that he will continue in the restaurant and
rooming house business.
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FELCH

Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15,
Number 14 [Thursday, August 25,
1910], page 6, column 3

FACTS FROM FELCH.

The Felch Township Hall is no more.
On last Wednesday, about midnight, fire
was discovered issuing from the annex,
which is known as the library, and in less
than one hour the entire structure was in
ashes. The loss is about $1,000 with no
insurance.

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15,
Number 51 [Thursday, May 11, 1911],
page 1, columns 5-6

LIGHTNING STRIKES
THE FELCH SCHOOL

One Child Instantly Killed and Two
Fatally Injured.

During a terrific electrical storm
yesterday afternoon the school-house [sic —
schoolhouse] at Metropolitan was struck by
lightning and one child was instantly killed,
two fatally injured and nine others severely
shocked.

Carl Dixon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Dixon, aged ten years, was killed.

All wires connecting Metropolitan with
the outside world were destroyed by the

storm and The Press is unable to secure
any information other that that noted.

LATER — Just as the forms are closing
The Press has received a telegram from
Former Supervisor Forell containing the
information that, in addition to the killing of
Carl Dixon, the following pupils were
seriously injured:

Regina McDonald, Arthur Olson, Minnie
Dixon, Richard Brukardt, Blanche Kintgen,
Ray Mattson, Arthur Backlund, Annie
Wickman and William Smith.

The school building erected a few years
ago was totally destroyed at a loss of
$4,000. It was insured for $2,500.

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15,
Number 52 [Thursday, May 18, 1911],
page 1, column 3

Struck Four Schools.

School buildings were “shining marks”
for the lightning to shoot at last Wednesday,
four having been struck. In addition to the
Felch school, where one child was instanly
[sic — instantly] killed and half a dozen
rendered unconscious and the building
burned to the ground, the new building at
Niagara was struck; also the school-houses
[sic — schoolhouses] at Channing and
Palatka. Not much damage was done at
Niagara. At Channing the lightning
damaged the roof, entered the building and
ripped the plaster off a side wall. At Palatka
the lightning struck the flag staff on top of
the building, shattering it in pieces, another
bolt struck the chimney, scattering bricks in
every direction. It followed the chimney to
the basement, blew open the doors of the
furnace, throwing soot right and left
covering everything.
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Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15,
Number 52 [Thursday, May 18, 1911],
page 1, column 4

New School at Felch.

John J. Ovist, secretary of the Felch
township board of education, arrived in the
city last Tuesday evening and will remain
until this evening. In addition to attending
the meeting of school officers at the court-
house [sic — court house], Mr. Ovist was
also investigating relative to the cost of
materials for a new school building to
replace the one destroyed by fire recently.
The board is inclined to favor a brick or
cement building to contain not less than
four rooms. The attendance at the school
warrants the erection of a larger building as
the old one was badly overcrowded. It is
also proposed to increase the number of
grades taught. The district is out of debt. It
is probable that the question of bonding in
the sum of $5,000 for building purposes will
be submitted to a vote of the people at an
early date and a favorable decision is
anticipated. The sum named, together with
the insurance on the old building, would
give the board a building fund of about
$7,500.

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15,
Number 52 [Thursday, May 18, 1911],
page 5, column 3

FELCH NEWS.

The children who were hurt when the
school house [sic — schoolhouse] was
struck by lightning have nearly all fully
recovered and are again able to be around.

It will be a long time, however, before they
will get over their fear of lightning.

The funeral of Carl Dixon, aged nine
years, was held from the Swedish Aid
Society Hall last Friday afternoon, Rev.
K.M. Holmberg officiating. The funeral was
attended by nearly every resident of the
village and vicinity and the family has the
sympathy of all in their sad bereavement.

FELCH MOUNTAIN

FLOODWOOD

FOSTER CITY

HARDWOOD

The Iron Mountain News, lron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5,
Number 20 [Monday, May 4, 1925],
page 2, columns 1-2

$30,000 Loss Is Caused
By Blaze at Hardwood

Escanaba Fire Depart-
ment Makes Record Run
and Saves Homes

Fire of undetermined origin caused a
loss estimated at $30,000 when about
40,000 cedar posts and 22,000 cedar ties
were burned at the Bergdahl & Johnson
landing at Hardwood, Dickinson county,
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Saturday. The loss is partially covered by
insurance.

The Escanaba fire department made
record time in responding to the call for help
when it made the run to Hardwood, 35
miles, at only an hour and five minutes.

Rails Are Warped.

Steel rails for a distance of about 250
feet near the burning pile were twisted in
freakish shapes from the effects of the heat.

From thirty to forty cords of pulpwood
also were consumed. Emil Bergdahl and
August Johnson, both of Escanaba, owners
of the property, complimented the work of
the firemen in preventing the spread of
flames.

Firemen Praised.

‘Had it not been for the work of the
Escanaba firemen,” said Mr. Bergdahl, “the
nine or ten homes in Hardwood, the
postoffice [sic — post office], general store
and our [sic — out] buildings and logging
equipment would have been burned.”

According to Mr. Bergdahl, he and Mr.
Johnson were awakened at 2:15 a.m. by
the fire alarm. Residents of the community
made an attempt to fight the flames but
realizing how far advanced the fire had
become, they put in a call for the Escanaba
department.

Pump From River.

The fire truck with Chief Arvid Johnson
left at 4:35 a.m. and arrived at Hardwood at
5:40 o’clock. By 8 o’clock the flames were
under control, a 1000-foot line of hose
having been strung from [the] Sturgeon
river and a steady stream played on the
blaze. The fire fighters [sic — firefighters]
remained there, however, until 2 o’clock in
the afternoon when there was no more
evidence of fire.

About 25,000 posts and 12,000 ties
were saved in the pile. Mr. Bergdahl said.
He stated that $35,000 insurance was
carried on the whole property.

Hardwood is on the Felch line of the C.
& N.W. railroad.

The Iron Mountain News, lron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5,
Number 33 [Tuesday, May 19, 1925],
page 3, column 5

FOREST BLAZES
NEAR HARDWOOD

Aid is Summoned:; Other
Districts Are Also
Touched

Forest fires are again raging unchecked
in the vicinity of Hardwood and two farm
homes and outer buildings and one large
barn have been destroyed. Deputy Game
and Fire Warden John Andrews Jr., and
Sheriff Frank Cleveland left here shortly
after noon to take charge.

The fire, which started in the heavy
timber about one mile and a half west of
Hardwood and a mile south, has gained
considerable headway and the damage has
been reported as large. Aid is being
summoned from the surrounding territory in
an effort to check the blaze.

A number of forest fires have been
reported from Channing south. The fire at
Channing is bearing down on the village
and in the vicinity of Floodwood a number
of small fires are in progress.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5,
Number 34 [Wednesday, May 20, 1925],
page 1, column 2

BUILDINGS LOST
IN FOREST FIRES
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Hardwood Blaze Is Tak-
ing Toll of Farm
Property

Forest fires in the vicinity of Hardwood
have been taking [a] heavy toll of property,
according to reports reaching the city last
night.

An eight room house, barn, machine
shed, several small outbuildings, 20 tons of
hay and a small amount of grain were
destroyed on the farm owned by Sheriff
Frank Cleveland. Cleveland estimated the
loss at $5,000, covered by $2,500
insurance.

The Grange hall near Hardwood and the
buildings on the John Erickson farm were
also destroyed and other property damage
has been caused. A complete check on the
loss has not yet been made.

IRON MOUNTAIN

The Florence Mining News, Florence,
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IlI,
Number 5 [Saturday, January 27, 1883],
page 1, column 5

AN extensive conflagration occurred at
Iron Mountain Sunday night last,
commencing at about ten o’clock. The fire
began in the upper story of Oliver &
Penglase’s saloon building, occupied by
Mrs. Hartman, a widow lady, as a boarding
house, and was caused by the fall and
explosion of a lamp. Despite all efforts
against it, the flames soon enveloped the
building, and spread to the adjoining
places, which were Laing Bros. meat
market, Wm. Andrew’s clothing store,

William  Parent's saloon, and the
confectionery store owned by an old man
commonly known as “The Old Dutchman,”
and they were all destroyed together with
their contents. An Indian by the name of
Steve Nichols was severely injured while
engaged in fighting the fire and was carried
from the scene in an insensible condition,
with his face scorched and his eyesight
seriously injured. The loss is estimated at
$10,000. Andrew’s loss is covered by
$2,000 insurance, Parent's by $1000 and
Laing Bros’. by $700. Other property
destroyed was uninsured. Oliver &
Penglase will commence the erection of a
three-story brick building at once, and it is
altogether probable that all will rebuild. It
was expected that Charley Ross’s saloon,
Philbrooks’ [sic — Philbrook’s] and Parent’s
stores, and Jenkins’ hotel, situated in the
same block, would also be destroyed, and
all were speedily emptied of their contents,
with the exception of the store of
Philbrooks, the proprietor locking the door
and preferring to trust his stock to the
mercy of fire rather than to that of thieves.
Much of C.M. Parent’s stock was stolen,
while Ross misses ten boxes of cigars and
a keg of beer.

The Florence Mining News, Florence,
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume
VIIl, Number 28 [Saturday, July 7,
1888], page 8, column 1

The Old Jenkins House Burned.

Considerable excitement was
occasioned in Florence Thursday morning
over a rumor that two or three blocks in the
business portion of Iron Mountain had been
destroyed by fire. Happily, the report
proved to have been unfounded. A fire,
however, was discovered in  the
Metropolitan Hotel, formerly the Jenkins
House, at 3 o’clock Thursday morning, but
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the flames had gained such headway that it
was impossible to save the building. The
structure had recently been moved in
sections to its late site, and two of the
sections had not been joined, leaving a
space of about six inches at the top. It is
thought a rocket fell in there and started the
fire. John R. Wood had sold the property to
P. Ouderkirk, to be transferred as soon as
the building was in shape for occupancy.
Mr. Wood's loss is $7,000, and Mr.
Ouderkirk’'s $2,000, the latter being on
furniture. No insurance.

The Current, Norway, Menominee County,
Michigan, Volume IV, Number 47
[Saturday, December 22, 1888], page 1,
column 4

SCORCHED.

FIRE DESTROYED $40,000 WORTH OF
PROPERTY AT IRON MOUNTAIN -
FIFTEEN BUSINESS HOUSES
DESTROYED.

About one o’clock Tuesday morning fire
was discovered in Peter Baptiste’s building
occupied by Silverman, Davis & Levy, as a
general dry goods store. The alarm was
given and quickly responded to by the
efficient volunteer brigade, but although
three streams were quickly brought to play,
in the flammable nature of the building and
the prevalence of a strong wind made it
impossible to stay the flames until the
following business and dwelling houses had
been destroyed:

Sundstrom’s Locomotive bakery.

¢ General store.
Buzzo’s saloon & boarding house.
Pederson’s shoe shop.

Mich. Carrigliotti’s double saloon.

Nomilini’s saloon.

Silverman[,] Davis & Levy dry goods.

Frederick’s store.

Grossbusch’s general store.

Bender’s barber shop.

Mrs. Manning’s boarding house.

LaDuke’s boarding house.

David Bergeron justice office.
leaving only Tullgren’s brick building intact
in the whole block. The loss is estimated
by the Industrial Journal, (to an extra issued
from that office we are indebted for the
names of the sufferers and other
information,) at about $40,000 with
insurance as follows:

Silverman, Davis & Levy................. $4,000
C.Sunstrom......ccoovvviiiiiiiien, 2,500
Joseph Flesheim [sic — Fleshiem]......... 500
Peter Baptiste..................ocoiil 1,250
EJd.Ingram.........cooooiiiiiii 1,000
Chris. Grossbush.............cooviiiiinan. 900
Mich. Carrigliotte..................ooiiinen. 750
Mrs. LaDuke.........c.oooviiiiiiiin 500

Total............... $11,400

Had it not been for the recent snow it is
probable that many more buildings would
have been destroyed. Even now the blow
is a severe one and it is a question if some
of the sufferers will be able to resume
business. It has been asserted that the
new volunteer fire company was
unexperienced [sic — inexperienced], and
some reflections have been cast upon its
manner of handling the fire. Perhaps this
may be true, but during a short visit
immediately after the fire we noticed some
ice coated volunteer brigade men who have
often done able and valiant work at fires in
days gone by, and we cannot think that
they have lost their cunning or their grit. It
Is often easier to stand by and criticise [sic
— criticize] the work of others than it is to
improve upon it. The writer has “been
through the mill” and knows that being a
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volunteer fireman is one of the most
thankless jobs on earth.

The Florence Mining News, Florence,
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume
VIII, Number 52 [Saturday, December
22,1888], page 8, column 1

THE IRON MOUNTAIN FIRE.

Thirteen Wooden Buildings Consumed —
Incendiarism [sic] Suspected.

A disastrous fire occurred [at] Iron
Mountain early Tuesday morning, the
flames wiping out thirteen buildings, all of
which were old frame structures. The fire
broke out in Silverman, Davy & Levy’s
general store shortly before 1 o’clock, and
rapidly spread to the surrounding buildings.
With but one or two exceptions, the burned
buildings were mere fire-traps, and but for
the losses sustained by some of the
uninsured victims, the conflagration was a
good thing for the city. The fire was bound
to come sooner or later, and if it had
occurred at almost any other season of the
year, it is fair to presume that an infinite
amount of other valuable property would
have been sacrificed to the destructive fire
fiend. The roofs of the buildings were laden
with snow on Tuesday morning, which
materially aided the department in staying
the progress of the flames as soon as the
wooden  rookeries were  consumed.
Nothing could save them. The fire was in
the last block on the principal street, at the
northwesterly end of the street, where the
track running up to the Chapin mine cuts off
the street. A portion of the same ground
has been burned before. The loss is
estimated at about $50,000, though it is
likely it will come considerably under this
amount when the adjusters complete their

work. Nearly all of the heaviest losers were
adequately insured. The fire is believed to
have been of incendiary origin and the hand
of suspicion ominously points to certain
individuals of Iron Mountain as the authors.
Actual proofs of guilt are lacking at present
and no arrests have yet been made.

The MINING NEWS congratulates Ed.
Ingram, lron Mountain’s leading druggist,
over his fortunate escape. Ed recently
moved out of one of the burned rookeries
into an elegant brick store, thus happily
saving himself a heavy loss. He lost a few
goods and fixtures, however, but the loss is
covered by insurance. The Range gives
the estimated losses as follows:

H.N. LaDuke, buildings.................. $2,500
INSUFrANCe....covviiie i 1,500
D. Bergeron, office fixtures.................. 150
D. Conterini, saloon...............ccoeeee... 200
M. Goldman & Co., notions................. 300
C. Grossbusch, building and stock, fully
Insured. ..o 4,000
John Friederich, building.................. 2,500
INSUFANCE....oo v 1,000
E.J. Ingram, goods, fully insured.......... 500
Grenfell, candies, etc. ........cccovveveen... 235
Silverman, Davis & Levy, clothing...... 5,000
INSUraNCe.....ovviiie i 4,000
V. Nomilini, saloon................coeee.... 1,000
Phil Bender, barber.................ooooni... 100
Peter Baptiste, saloon and buildings...5,000
INSUraNCe.....ovviiie i 2,750
Gus Peterson, shoemaker.................. 150
Tom Buzzo, saloon............ccceevevvennnn 250
Fred Smith, building........................ 1,000
Michael Coragliotti, buildings............ 3,000
Edwin Freeman, saloon and livery barn
.............................................. 3,500
Wm. Sundstrom, building and general
Merchandise...........ccocovvviinnnn.n. 8,000
INSUrANCEe.....coiiiiie e, 4,500
Peterson, household goods................. 150
Locomotive bakery..............coiiiinin. 150

Mrs. Manning, boarding house............. 800
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TotalS. ..o $49,485

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 2 [Thursday, April 4, 1889],
page 4, column 2

A Narrow Escape from Blazes.

Dickie Silverwood, one of the occupants
of the Bank building, on Friday night,
thought he smelt [sic — smelled] fire
somewhere in his vicinity, and a very short
investigation led him to believe that the fire
was in the next room, which is occupied by
Justice Bergeron as a courtroom. When he
entered that room he found it filled with
smoke, and a glowing red spot in the floor
near the wall showed him where the
mischief was at work. A few buckets of
water soon quenched the smouldering [sic
— smoldering] fire, which, which had already
eaten a large hole right through the floor,
above Wright Bro’s store, besides blistering
the base board [sic — baseboard] panelling
[sic — paneling]. Dave Bergeron says he
can only account for the affair by presuming
that two Jewish peddlers, who were taking
out garnishee warrants before him late in
the afternoon, and who smoked cigarettes
persistently all the time, must have thrown
the ends of their cigarettes into the
sawdust-filled papier-mache spittoon, and
that these had smouldered [sic -
smoldered] until they had at last eaten
through sawdust and spittoon, and done the
damage now reported.

The Menominee Range, Ilron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 11 [Thursday, June 6,
1889), page 1, column 3

Walpole Dry Burned.

An alarm of fire aroused the sleepy
citizens of this city last Saturday morning
about 5 o’clock. The fire companies were
in readiness promptly, but were notified by
telephone before they had left their
respective buildings by Chief Sweet, [sic]
that their services were not needed. The
Walpole dry house was discovered to be on
fire at the time mentioned, but the fire had
already gained such headway that it was
seen at once that nothing could be done to
save it, and as there was [sic — were] no
other buildings near to be endangered it
was considered unnecessary to order out
the fire department. The loss to the
company is slight. Several miners lost their
clothing that was in the building when it
took fire.

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 25 [Thursday, September
12, 1889], page 1, column 3

Rusky Bros. Fire.

Dense volumes of smoke were seen
issuing from Rusky Bros’. [sic — Bros.’]
store last Saturday morning about 3 o’clock,
by the night watchmen, and an alarm was
immediately given. The alarm bells failed to
work from some cause, so that Fire
Company No. 2 did not get on the ground
until the fire was extinguished. However
their services were not needed fortunately.
The store was found to be filled with such a
dense smoke that it was with much difficulty
that the fire was located, but it was at last
discovered by J.G. Carver, the manager of
the insurance agency, just in time to
prevent the order being given to flood the
building, and it was quickly extinguished
without wetting the large stock of dry goods
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and clothing which loaded the shelves,
counters and tables in the store. Mr.
Carver saved his companies several
hundred dollars in damage that would
otherwise have been done to the stock. As
it is about the only damage to the stock is
by smoke. The fire was found to be in a
grocery bin, which was already consumed,
and the fire was eating its way through the
floor. Having located the fire[,] its extinction
was accomplished in a very [few] moments.
Rusky Bros’.[sic — Bros.] loss from damage
done to their goods by smoke will not be
large and is fully covered by insurance, they
holding policies of $1,500 each in the
London and Lancashire, Hamburg-Bremen,
Commercial Union and Niagara. The
damage done the building is also fully
covered by an insurance of $4000 divided
between the German-American, Traders,
Grand Rapids and Union.

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 26 [Thursday, September
19, 1889], page 1, columns 5-6

A Little Blaze.

Yesterday afternoon, about two
o’clock, while the writer was talking to Jos.
Bordeau, a boy came along and said that
Mr. Bankes’ house, occupied by Capt.
Davis, was on fire. Just then the fire bell
rang and mine whistle blew the alarm. We
made hasty tracks for Mr. Davis’ residence,
and when we reached there found the
smoke pouring out in dense volumes from
all parts of the house, and felt certain that
the building was doomed. The house
stands on the top of the hill on Fleshiem
street, a third of a mile from the nearest
water supply, and to reach it No. 2 engine
had to be stationed half way up the hill and

10

receive water from No. 1, which was
stationed at the creek. However, the boys
got to work in an incredibly short time, and
soon had the fire drowned out. The
damage to the building we imagine will be
about $600, which is fully covered by
insurance. As is always the case, there
was more window glass broken than was
necessary. We saw one man break about
four dollars [sic — dollars’] worth of glass to
save 25 cents worth of potatoes, when by
walking 20 feet he could have gone out a
door that was standing wide open, but the
glass was insured and the potatoes weren't,
which probably the zealous gentleman
considered ample justification for saving his
steps. Although the fire companies got to
work in a very short time, there was some
delay in giving the alarm, owing to the fact
that the alarm bells had been taken out for
repairs, and a boy had to run down to the
engine house to give the alarm.

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 28 [Thursday, October 3,
1889], page 1, column 4

Another Slight Fire.

An alarm was sounded last Thursday
evening, caused by a fire in the small
building adjoining Wm. Scandling’s meat
market. The fire was in the upper story,
and whether it was caused by a roomer
leaving fire in his pipe and thus setting his
clothes on fire, or by a defective flue, is
uncertain. It was exceedingly fortunate that
there was no wind and the roofs of
buildings were wet, causing the fire to burn
very slowly and making it easy to control.
The damage was probably $150 to $200.
Mr. Scandling was in great luck in the
matter of insurance. He had allowed the
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building to go uncovered until a few days of
the fire, because of the high rate demanded
in that part of the city. The insurance had
been written so recently that Mr. Carver, the
agent, had not received notice of its
acceptance at the time of the fire. It was all
right, however, and the loss was the
company’s and not Mr. Scandling’s.

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 32 [Thursday, October 31,
1889], page 5, column 3

Badly Scorched.

Last Saturday afternoon, while Mrs. P.
OConnell and Mrs. M. Carey were
engaged in some sewing at the residence
of the first mentioned lady, Mrs. O’Connell
was startled by noticing a blaze of fire
behind the mop board of the room in which
they sat, and investigation showed that a
lively fire was at work that threatened in a
short time to reduce their domicile to ashes.
The ladies were not slow in giving the
alarm, nor in proceeding, with the
assistance of their neighbors, to get
everything movable out of doors. The fire
companies were promptly on hand, and
found on their arrival that the fire had
already worked its way up to the roof, from
every portion of which the smoke was
pouring in dense volumes. It was the work
of a few minutes, however, to extinguish the
fire after the companies arrived, and a little
new plaster and carpenter work will make
things as good as ever. The loss was
probably about $250, which was fully
covered by insurance. Mr. O’Connell was
at his farm across the river and missed the
excitement, but he got back in season to
enjoy the fun of picking up his scattered
belongings.
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The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 35 [Thursday, November
21, 1889], page 5, columns 2-3

Cruse’s Meat Market Burned.

A locomotive engineer discovered
flames issuing from the rear of A. Cruse &
Co’s meat market about 11:30 o’clock last
Friday night and immediately sounded the
alarm. The fire started in the rendering
department, and possibly originated from
some defect about the rendering kettles.
When it was discovered it had gained
considerable headway and was burning
fiercely, and the destruction of the market
was certain. Cruse’s meat market is built
on the rear of G. Kloeckner & Co’s large
general store, which was of course in
imminent danger. The fire companies were
promptly on hand, however, and in a very
short time were throwing four streams upon
the blazing building, and after a stubborn
fight of two hours had the fire subdued.
The department did good work in confining
the fire to the market and preventing it
spreading to the large store to which it was

attached. The loss on tools and stock
amount to about $1000 which were
uninsured. The damage to the building,

which is the property of the Chapin Mining
Company, and fully insured, was about
$500.

The Menominee Range, lron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 36 [Thursday, November
28, 1889], page 1, column 5

Fire Sunday Night.
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Last Sunday evening at half-past seven,
a log house between Chapin mine and
Hamilton shaft was discovered to be on fire.
The alarm was not given until the fire had
gained considerable headway, the fire
department was on hand promptly,
(Menominee Democrat please note this last
clause,) and in a few minutes had the fire
under control. The damage will probably
amount to about $50.

The Iron Range, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Volume Xlll, Number
38 [Thursday, December 10, 1891],
page 1, column 3

CATHOLIC CHURCH BURNED.

St. Joseph’s Catholic church was
completely destroyed by fire last Sunday
morning. The fire was evidently caused by
a defective flue and when discovered about
1 o'clock had made such headway that it
was impossible to save the structure. In
fact the entire roof was ablaze and fell in
shortly after the firemen arrived. The fire
department was promptly on the ground
and did excellent service. This is an
unfortunate affair to the Catholics at this
time. Itis now too late to rebuild this winter,
and in the meantime until another church
can be built, they will have to put up with
temporary quarters in some hall, which will
be inconvenient. It is the intention to clear
away the debris this winter, and next spring
they will commence the erection of a brick
or stone church, costing from $15,000 to
$20,000, that will be large enough to
accommodate their growing congregation
and that will be an ornament to the city.
The need of a larger church has been felt
for some time, but as long as the old church
could be made to answer, it is not likely it
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would have been abandoned. Now they
will[,] of course, erect an edifice that will
meet all present and probable future
requirements, and after the temporary
inconvenience is passed the Catholics will
have a more pleasant and commodious
church home. The loss is about $9,000
with a total insurance of $4,000. They had
just put new pews in the church at an
expense of about $850. The new edifice
will probably front on A street, and will be
ready for occupancy the later part of the
summer.

The Range-Tribune, [ron  Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume
XV, Number 30 [Saturday, November 4,
1893], page 1, column 3

BURNED TO THE GROUND.

The Italian Catholic Church
Destroyed Last Thursday

Rev. Father Cavicchi Is Badly
Burned While Endeavoring
to Extinguish the Flames —

Loss, About $4,000.00

The Italian Catholic church, located at
the corner of Blaine and Millie streets, in the
first ward, was totally destroyed by fire last
Thursday afternoon, together with the
contents.

It is not known to a certainty how the fire
was started, but when discovered the rear
portion of the building was a mass of
flames. The fire companies were unusually
prompt in reaching the scene of action, and
that they did good work is evidenced by the
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fact that the front and side walls remain
standing. This, too, in the face of an
inefficient water supply, Chief Harvey
stating that at no time were they able to
throw water onto the roof of the building.

Rev. Father Cavicchi, who occupied a
portion of the second story of the building
as a study and sleeping apartment, was
badly burned about the face and arms while
endeavoring to save some money and
papers from his rooms. He succeeded in
getting the money, but the papers were loss
[sic — lost]. His valuable library was also
burned.

The estimated loss on the building and
contents is $4,000, with an insurance of
$2,000. It is the intention of the society to
commence work at once on a new church.

The Range-Tribune, Iron  Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume
XVIII, Number 25 [Saturday, October
10, 1896], page 6, column 3

CIGARETTE DID IT.

Some Careless Fellow Threw a Light-
ed Stump Under the Sidewalk
on East A Street.

FLANAGAN’S BLOCK BURNED.

Loss Is a Heavy One. No Insurance.
Grocery Store, Restaurant, Sa-
loon and Plumbing Shop
Were All Cleaned
Out.

(From last Saturday’s Daily.)
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Shortly after one o’clock this afternoon a
policeman discovered smoke issuing from
the building situated on the corner of
Stephenson Ave. and A street, and owned
by Pat Flanagan of Norway. The alarm was
turned in and the department responded
promptly, only to find that they had an
extremely treacherous blaze to fight. Every
nook and crevice seemed to be ablaze, yet
nowhere could the flames be reached. The
tin roof was torn off and boards were ripped
from their lastenings [sic — fastenings], and
every time and no matter [in] what portion
of the building an opening was made the
red flames and black smoke would pour
forth and engulf the heroic fire boys and the
citizens who were assisting. Four streams
of water were playing on the building at one
time, and each moment it appeared as
though the fire could not be gotten under
control, and in that event the whole block
would be endangered. For one whole hour
the fire chief and his men worked diligently
tearing up the tin roof and ripping the
boards and plants in an endeavor to reach
the blaze. It was a hard fire to fight but the
department was equal to the occasion, and
their efficiency for most any emergency was
demonstrated on this occasion.

HOW IT STARTED.

Nothing definite could be gained as to
the origin of the fire, but the man who first
discovered the blaze gave his theory that a
lighted cigarette had been carelessly
thrown Dbetween the sidewalk and the
building and had ignited the dry timbers
between the outer and inner walls. This
burned rapidly and ran the full length of the
building and up to the roof before it
succeeded in breaking out.

This appears quite plausible, for each
time an opening was made that very spot
was found to be on fire.

NO INSURANCE.

The building was owned by Patrick

Flanagan, of Norway, and not one cent’s
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worth of insurance was carried, as Mr.
Flanagan has no faith in insurance
companies, and always figures what he
saves by reason of not paying premiums.

The building had four occupants, Frank
Danielson owned a small stock of
groceries, Wade Leek, a restaurant, Jno.
[sic — John] Flanagan, a saloon[,] and Geo.
Monroe, a plumbing shop.

Patrick Flanagan came up from Norway
Monday to prosecute the work of repairing
his building, which was damaged by fire
Saturday afternoon. Mr. Flannagan [sic —
Flanagan] will repaper and repaint the
structure throughout. He estimates his loss
at $450. Jno. Flanagan, who conducted a
saloon in one of the store rooms, places his
loss at $75, due principally to the quantity of
goods stolen during the progress of the fire.
W. Leek, the restauranteur, is out a cool
$100, besides his profits during the time he
will be out of business. Geo. Munroe [sic],
the plumber, places his loss at $25.

None of the occupants carried one
cent’s worth of insurance which may prove
a lesson to many people who “never have a
fire.”

The Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 2,
Number 34 [Thursday, January 13,
1898], page 1, column 2

A DESTRUCTIVE FIRE.

The Montgomery Blocks
Badly Damaged — A
Loss of Nearly
$30,000.
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The most destructive fire in the history
of lron Mountain occurred last Tuesday
morning, resulting in the almost total
destruction of the Montgomery brick and
frame blocks and the damaging of the Allen
building. The loss will reach a total of over
$33,000.

Shortly after one o’clock Policeman Bray
discovered fire in the basement of the brick
building occupied by Mr. Montgomery as an
undertaking establishment. An alarm was
at once turned in and the company
responded with their usual promptness.
Chief Harvey, with the assistance of his
men and many volunteers[,] soon had nine
streams of water pouring torrents of water
upon and into the buildings, but owing to
the difficulty of locating the flames it was
not extinguished until six o’clock. In the
meantime nearly 500,000 gallons of water
had been consumed. Chief Harvey
pronounces the fire to have been one of the
most vicious he ever had to fight, and it
may be recorded that had it not been for the
efficiency of our fire department and water
works system the business portion of our
city would have been wiped out of
existence.

The Montgomery  buildings  were
occupied by D.H. Lieberthul [sic -
Lieberthal], clothier, A.J. Sundstrom,

hardware, E. Mattson, confectioner, and C.
Corneilson, baker. The Allen building had
for a tenant A.E. Smith, saloon keeper [sic
— saloonkeeper]. The losses are as follows:
C.W. Montgomery, brick block......... $6,500
“ “ frame block........ 5,500
C.W. Montgomery, undertaking goods
3,500
C.W. Montgomery, household goods 3,000
D.H. Lieberthal, stock.................... 9,500
A.J. Sundstrom, stock................... 3,500

E. Mattson, stock............oooiiinnnnt. 875
A.E. Smith, stock...................ooel. 500
W.B. Allen, building........................ 150
C. Corneilson, stock...................... 175
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$33,200
The insurance carried by the several
losers is as follows:
MILLER AGENCY.

Montgomery brick........................ $4,000

“ frame..........cooiiiel . 1,000

“ furniture..................... 1,500

0] = | R $6,500
COMMERCIAL BANK AGENCY.

Montgomery brick........................ $1,000

“ frame.............oooee. 500

“ stocK...ooviiiiii, 1,000

D.H. Lieberthal, stock.................... 1,000

Total. ..o, $3,500

STERLING AGENCY.

W.B. Allen, building....................... $1,500

A.E. Smith, stock.......................... 500

Total. ..o $2,000

Total insurance..........cccoeeevenin.. $12,000

Total 10SS...coveieieeieeeee . $33,200

It will be noticed that the loss of Messrs.
Sundstrom, Lieberthal and Mattson is
almost a total one. Considerable of their
stock were saved, but in such a badly
damaged condition that they will hardly
realized [sic — realize] 25 cents on the dollar
for them. Mr. Lieberthal has his stock
stored in the Cameron building and Messrs.
Sundstrom and Mattson are in the Wood
block. The gentlemen will have the solid
sympathy of the community in their
misfortune.

How the fire originated is a mystery, but
talk of incendiarism [sic] is mere guess
work.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Second Year, Whole
No. 467 [Tuesday, January 11, 1898],
page 3, columns 3-4 [two-column cut
showing The Montgomery Buildings]

CLEANED THEM OUT.
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Fire Fiend Last Night Causes Finan-
cial Ruin to Business Men.

ORIGIN OF THE BLAZE A
MYSTERY.

Smoke First Discovered by Officer Bray
Issuing From the Basement of the
Montgomery Building — Losses
and Insurance.

For the first time in twelve months Iron
Mountain has experienced what may well
be termed a disastrous conflagration, and
several of its business men [sic -
businessmen] have suffered a financial loss
that will sadly cripple them, at least for the
present.

The total amount of insurance on the
several buildings destroyed and damaged,
including the Allen building, occupied by the
[ron Mountain Liquor store, amounts to
$8,500, and the total amount of insurance
on stocks and furniture is $3,500.

LIEBERTHAL'S LOSS.

The clothing firm of S.H. Lieberthal
carried a $1,000 insurance with the
Commercial Bank. Mr. Dan Lieberthal
claims to have had a $9,000 stock of
goods. This is said to be a low estimate as
Mr. Lieberthal recently received a large
consignment of goods from his Minnesota
branch store.

MONTGOMERY'’S LOSS.

The brick and frame buildings of M.
Montgomery were insured in the sum of
$,7000 [sic - $7,000]. On the brick building
the Commercial Bank carried $1,000, and
R.T. Miller $4,000. On the frame structure
the Commercial Bank carried $500 and
R.T. Miller $1,500. Miller's agency carried
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$1,000 on the household furniture of Mr.
Montgomery, and the Commercial Bank
$1000 on the undertaking stock in the
basement. The furniture, stock and frame
building of M. Montgomery is considered a
total loss, and the damage to the brick
structure is placed at 60 per cent.
J.A. SUNDSTROM'S LOSS.

The hardware stock of J.A. Sundstrom
in the Montgomery building is a total loss
without one cent insurance. Mr.
Sundstrom’s stock had just been invoiced
at $3,500. That a business man [sic —
businessman] should conduct a store in a
fire trap like the Montgomery building
without carrying any insurance is certainly
unfortunate, and should be a lesson to
other merchants who are inclined to carry
their own insurance. The loss to Mr.
Sundstrom is a severe blow and he has the
sympathy of the community in his financial
distress. Mr. Sundstrom feels his loss
keenly, and when seen this morning could
not control his emotions and gave vent to
tears. His friends attempted to comfort him
but in vain.

W.H. SMITH’S LOSS.

The Iron Mountain Liquor store was
badly damaged by smoke and water. The
upper floor, containing the billiard and pool
tables, is a scene of utter destruction. The
building is also damaged. L.T. Sterling’s
agency carries $1,500 on the building and
$500 on the stock. This will fully cover the
loss.

TWO SMALL LOSSES.

The candy and cigar store of Eric
Mattson, containing $850 worth of stock,
was totally destroyed. He carried no
insurance.

Carl Cornellson, who conducted a
branch bakery on the corner next to
Sundstrom’s, estimates his loss at $125.
No insurance.

POOR TRAY IS DEAD.
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It is sad to record the fact that one
faithful life went out in the glare and smoke
and scorching heat of last night’s fire. Like
the boy who stood upon the burning deck,
Old Dog Tray, who for so many years had
faithfully guarded the Montgomery brick
block, stood a faithful sentinel amid the roar
of flames and the crashing of timbers until
the relentless fire fiend stilled his beating
heart and stifled his pitiful whine, and left
his lifeless corpse upon his master’s bed, a
sad spectacle to meet the eyes of the
firemen after they had won their tardy
victory.

Old Dog Tray was ever faithful

Smoke could not drive him away.

He was brindle and half blind,

And his tail stuck out behind
O, a handsome dog was old Dog Tray.

POLICEMAN DISCOVERS FIRE.

About 1:30 o’clock this morning Officer
Bray detected a cloud of smoke issuing
from the rear of the Montgomery building.
He rushed to the alley back of Stephenson
avenue and found that the smoke came
from the basement used as an undertaking
shop and morgue by Mr. Montgomery.
Officer Bray at once turned in an alarm and
the Fire [sic — fire] department responded
promptly to the call.

A STUBBORN BLAZE.

Chief Harvey and his men and a half
dozen volunteers then began a fight with
one of the most stubborn fires experienced
for many months. It proved a difficult
matter to locate the base of the fire. Dense
volumes of smoke filled every portion of the
brick building and it soon crept through
windows into the adjoining buildings on
either side. Several streams of water were
turned on, and under the direction of Chief
Harvey, the firemen and volunteers stuck to
their posts until 7 o’clock this morning. By
this time the several stocks were burned
and watersoaked [sic — water-soaked].
Little of the goods had been removed,
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especially those in the stores of Lieberthal
and Sundstrom.

The origin of the fire is a mystery, and
no one is able to give a satisfactory opinion
as to the cause of the disaster. Insurance
adjusters are expected here tomorrow
when a more definite estimate as to the real
loss will be gained.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Second Year, Whole
No. 556 [Tuesday, April 26, 1898], page
3, column 4

FELT IT IN HIS BONES.

The Fire Boys Have a Premonition of
a Run.

‘We’'ll have a run in a little while,” said
Chief Harvey yesterday afternoon, “for | feel
it in my bones.” “So do I,” remarked two of
the other boys. Within an hour afterwards
box 34, in the Chapin Location, came in.
The boys got out in quick time, for the wind
was blowing and they knew it could easily
fan an incipient blaze into a good-sized fire.
The fire did not amount to anything,
however, some boys having set fire to an
outhouse, which was soon extinguished
with small loss. It was a run though, and it
shows that when you feel it in your bones, it
generally means something.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Second Year, Whole
No. 582 [Thursday, May 26, 1898], page
3, columns 3-4

BURNED TO DEATH!
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Three Children of Alfred Richter
Suffo-
cated Last Night.

NARROW ESCAPE OF THE
OTHERS.

Clinging to Their Mother They Appeal
For Help — Jump From the Win-
dow — The Father and Mother
Injured — Details of a Distress-
ing Casualty.

Those who were up or awake at
midnight last night, and heard the clanging
of the fire apparatus, little thought as they
turned away from their windows that the
bright light seen in the extreme western part
of the city meant more than the usual small
blaze. But had they been nearer and could
have seen a mother and father, surrounding
a cottage home, wringing their hands in
anguish at the piteous cries of their children
who were being cruely [sic — cruelly]
burned to death in the upper story of the
house, they would have known that fate
was recording one of the most horrible
accidents which ever took place in this city.

The unfortunate ones were the children
of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Richter, and their
names are Hattie, age 4; Katie, age 11, and
Arthur, age 10.

Mr. Richter is a cigar maker and was
down town until late last night. He lived
with his wife and 10 children in a
comfortable house at the extreme western
end of B street [820 West B Street]. He
arrived home about midnight and started



MENOMINEE RANGE HISTORY - FIRES — DICKINSON
COUNTY, MICHIGAN

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings]

immediately up stairs [sic — upstairs] to
retire.

As he was opening the door to the
stairway an explosion shook the house.
The report came from the front room down
stairs [sic — downstairs] where he had an
incubator at work. He ran to the door and
opened it, only to be met with a solid sheet
of flame. Had he closed the door he says
the fire would have been held in check, for
want of draft, long enough to have rescued
all his children, but in his haste to rescue
his wife and little ones, he did not think of
this, but swung the door wide open.

He then hurriedly ran up stairs [sic —
upstairs] and woke his wife and both began
waking and carrying the children out. It was
moments of anguish for the father and
mother, but they kept at their work. The
flames finally enveloped the entire house,
and then wringing their hands in despair
they were compelled to abandon the work.

It all happened so suddenly that no one
but the parents knew anything about the
disaster, and it was some time before the
cracking of the timbers and the cries of the
frantic parents brought help.

An alarm of fire was quickly sent in from
box 26, corner of Forrest [sic — Forest]
avenue and B street, and Chief Renz with
the fire apparatus were soon on hand. A
line of hose was laid out and the work of
saving the house began. Chief Renz soon
learned that something more was at stake,
than a burning building and he at once
directed that a quick run be made for
medical aid. This was done, and in a very
few minutes Drs. Menestrina and Cruse
were on hand and did everything in their
power to aid the suffering.

BODIES FOUND.

The body of the boy, Arthur, was found
in an upstairs closet where the unfortunate
little fellow had evidently ran thinking it
would afford him protection. He was ten
years old. His body was not badly burned.
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Then a sad sight presented itself to the
firemen. The body of the little girl, Katie,
was found lying on the bedroom floor with a
stove lying across her chest. Tender hands
placed it in a more humane looking
position, after which the bodies were taken
to Robbins’ undertaking establishment.
The bodies were not badly burned, and
death came by suffocation.

While the search was going on,
neighboring houses were thrown open and
the survivors were given all the aid
possible. Little Hattie, 4 years old, was still
alive. She was taken to a neighbors [sic —
neighbor’s] house across the street where
everything was done for her relief, but the
poor little child was too badly burned to
recover, and she died a few hours later.

Mrs. Richter escaped with a few burns
about the neck, but Mr. Richter not only
received some burns about the face and
neck, but had his wrist badly cut by a
window glass.

A CHILD’S ESCAPE.

Had it not been for the presence of mind
of the little daughter Lydia, two more lives
would have been sacrificed. She was
awakened by the smoke choking her. In a
moment more the flames had surrounded
her. Hastily grabbing her little crippled
sister Mary, who was sleeping with her, she
found her way to the window and sprang to
the soft ground. Neither were [sic — was]
injured. They were tenderly cared for by
neighbors. The little girl Mary is boy two
and a half years old and is an unfortunate
cripple.

SUBSCRIPTION LIST.

Mayor Cruse was sent for during the
night, together with City Clerk Cudlip. They
saw that provision was made for the
temporary comfort of the family. This
morning clothing was purchased for the
children and a subscription list was started.
Anyone wishing to donate partly worn
clothing for children between the ages of 2
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and 15 years, [sic] can leave it at the
council chamber or send it direct to the
family. A subscription paper has been
started, as the family are [sic — is] in need,
their household effects being almost
entirely consumed.

NOTES.

The house is badly damaged but can be
repaired. There is an insurance of $500 on
the building

This is the most horrible accident of this
kind which ever occured [sic — that ever
occurred] in Iron Mountain and it is a shock
to the community. Everything will be done
for the comfort of the unfortunate family.

The remaining children are: Lottie, 15
years old; Eliza, 13; Willie, 7; Alfred, 5;
Mary, 2 %; and a six months old baby.
There is a married daughter, Mrs. Arthur
Brandel.

When the firemen arrived the flames
were pouring out of all the windows, and it
was too late to save any lives. It was with
great difficulty that the building was kept
form total destruction.

Mr. Richter thinks that the fire was
caused by the explosion of the lamp he
used to heat the incubator. There was a
muffled report, and the flames broke out as
soon as he opened the door of the room.

Mrs. Richter says the children clung to
her dress and called piteously to her for
help, bewildering her. The little boy Arthur
broke from her and ran in his fright to the
front room and into a closet, where he fell
from exhaustion. His body was found there
afterwards by the firemen.

The coroner decided this afternoon that
there was no use to hold an inquest, as he
was thoroughly acquainted with the facts
and he accordingly discharged the jury.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Second Year, Whole
No. 583 [Friday, May 27, 1898], page 3,
column 2
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CITY NEWS ITEMS.

Alfred Richter’s injury to his wrist is
much more serious than at first supposed.
Nearly 15 tendons were cut and to draw
them back and unite them is a very delicate
surgical operation. It will require the work
of an expert anatomist, and he will be taken
to Chicago tonight by Dr. Menestrina, who
accompanies him to insure that the work
will be done properly.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Second Year, Whole
No. 583 [Friday, May 27, 1898], page 3,
column 4

THE RICHTER FIRE.

The Funeral Ceremony Over the Vic-
tims Held This Afternoon.

All day yesterday crowds surrounded
the ruins of the home of the unfortunate
Richter family on West B street, and
expressions of sympathy were forthcoming
for the afflicted ones. Many donations of
clothing were received for the family, and
their immediate wants are provided for in
that respect. Mrs. Richter’s injuries are not
serious, but here mental condition is
alarming. The shock to her was a fearful
one and her condition worries her friends.
Mr. Richter is still suffering from a serious
wound in the wrist and from burns.

The committee which started out with
the subscription paper kept industriously at
its work and everybody showed a
willingness to donate something. So far
$300 has been subscribed and more will be
received.
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The funeral services over the victims of
the fire were held at the Central M.E.
[Methodist Episcopal] Church. The Reuv.
Mr. Vagner, of Escanaba, conducted the
ceremony in German, assisted by the Rev.
Mr. Polkinghorn. The services were
attended by a large number of people who
deeply sympathized with the unfortunate
family. The burial was at the Quinnesec
cemetery, where the three little ones were
placed side by side in their final resting
place.

Nothing has occurred in this city that
has stirred the sympathy of the people as
the Richter case has. The distressing
death of the three little ones and the
miraculous escape of the remaining
members of the family, [sic] caused stout
hearts to shudder while the unfortunate
affair was talked about.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Second Year, Whole
No. 584 [Saturday, May 28, 1898], page
3, column 4

Card of Thanks.

We desire to thank Mayor Cruse, Mr.
John James, Mr. Charles Palmer, and the
public generally, who contributed to our
comfort and support so promptly at the time
we so badly needed assistance. We also
desire to thank the pastor and congreation
[sic — congregation] of the Central M.E.
church. May God bless them for their
kindness, is nor earnest wish.

THE RICHTER FAMILY.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Third Year, Whole
No. 619 [Saturday, July 9, 1898], page
3, column 2

CITY NEWS ITEMS.
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The family of A. Richter, which met with
a distressing loss by fire recently, have had
their house repaired and moved in today.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Second Year, Whole
No. 572 [Saturday, May 14, 1898], page
3, column 4

ICE HOUSE BURNED.

Holfeltz & Strebel Suffer a Severe Loss
By Fire Last Night.

Holfeltz & Strebel’s large ice house,
situated on the banks of Lake Antoine, was
destroyed by fire last evening. The building
was entirely destroyed, but it may be that a
considerable portion of the ice stored within
may be saved. Mr. Holfeltz, the senior
member of the firm, was out in a boat
coming towards the shore and noticed the
flames breaking out between the frame
building on the north side and the stone
building. At the same time he noticed some
boys who had been fishing running away,
and he thinks they must have set the
building on fire. An alarm was sounded
from Box 54, several blocks away, and the
hose wagons promptly responded.

Chief Renz saw at once that the burning
building was too far away to reach with a
hydrant stream and quickly sent in a call for
the engine and hose carriage held in
reserve. As soon as the engine arrived it
was run down close to the lake and soon
two streams were playing on the burning
building and doing good work. John Scott
acted as engineer and kept the machine
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running steadily. A stream was kept
playing on the ruins until late in the night.

The ice house contained over 800 cords
of ice, on which there is no insurance. A
member of the firm thought that about half
of the stock would be saved. As this is the
main source of supply for this city, ice may
be scarce here this summer. The firm
supplies the home trade exclusively and
does not ship any away. It is difficult to
estimate the loss but it will be less than
$2,000.

Holfeltz & Strebel have been particularly
unfortunate. About three years ago two of
their houses, a short distance further along
the lake banks, were destroyed. During a
severe storm the wind demolished the
buildings, carrying the roof into the lake.

The building destroyed last night was
partly of stone, and was built originally by a
stock company to be used as a brewery.
Before its completion, however, the
company failed, and it was roofed over and
has been used as an ice house ever since.

The owner, Mr. C.T. McElroy, formerly
lived in Norway, but is now practicing law in
Milwaukee. He owns other buildings in this
city.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Second Year, Whole
No. 573 [Monday, May 16, 1898], page
3, column 4

Fire This Afternoon.

Fire broke out at 3:15 o’clock this
afternoon in M. Levy & Co’s warehouse, E
street and the St. Paul Railroad tracks.
Some boys had crawled under the building
and set fire to some straw, which burned up
through the floor and made considerable
smoke. A line of hose, [sic] was run out
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and the fire was quickly put out with small
damage.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Third Year, Whole
No. 728 [Friday, November 18, 1898],
page 3, column 4

NARROW ESCAPE.

Incipient Blaze in the Levy Store
Which Might Have Proved Serious.

Last night about 11 o’clock, while the
Levy and Unger boys were working in the
new Levy store on Stephenson avenue
preparing to receive the stock, the electric
arc lamp in the store went out and they
could not work longer. They left the
building and went to the old store for their
overcoats and as soon as they opened the
door smoke was plainly seen in the store
room. A telephone call was made at once
to the engine house and an investigation
was made. It was found that a spark had
dropped from the arc lamp in the rear of the
store and set fire to a covering on a line of
cloaks. It had burned clear through the
covering and had communicated to the
coats, which were smouldering [sic -
smoldering]. It took but a few minutes for
the firemen to extinguish the fire, but it was
a narrow escape. If the boys had not left
their overcoats in the old building, the fire
no  doubt would have  remained
undiscovered until it got a good start and
serious damage would have resulted. It
was a fortunate thing that it turned out as it
did. The loss will amount to less than $20.
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The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Third Year, Whole
No. 729 [Saturday, November 19, 1898],
page 3, column 2

CITY NEWS ITEMS.

J.J. Eskil announces that as soon as
repairs can be made to his photograph
gallery and a new stock purchased he will
resume business.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Third Year, Whole
No. 729 [Saturday, November 19, 1898],
page 3, columns 3-4 [two column cut of
the Eskil building labeled “THE
DAMAGED BUILDING”]

FIRE LAST NIGHT.

The Eskil Building Damaged and Photo-
graph Gallery Completely Gutted.

ROBBINS’ HALL IS ALSO
THREATENED.

Loss on Buildings and Stock — Diffi-
culty in Fighting the Fire — Peter
Solheim Burned About the
Hands — The Insurance.

Fire broke out in the Eskil building on
East Hughitt street last night about 10:30
o’clock, and before it was extinguished did
damage to the building to the extent of
probably $600 and to stock and fixtures to
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the amount of $500, all of which is covered
by insurance.

The fire was caused by the explosion of
an oil lamp. Peter Solheim, who is in the
employ of Mr. Eskil, and who occupies
sleeping  apartments  adjoining  the
photograph gallery, was lying in bed
reading. The oil lamp which furnished him
light was suspended over his head. All of a
sudden the lamps exploded and the room
seemed to be all on fire. Solheim tried to
put out the flames with his bed clothes but
was unsuccessful. He then ran across the
street to the livery stable in his bare feet
and gave the alarm. The department
responded promptly and had hard work to
locate the fire on account of the dense
smoke which began to pour from the
building and also from every part of
Robbins’ Hall adjoining on the East.

Finally, however, the door to Solheim’s
room, which he had closed when he left to
shut in the fire, was located by the firemen,
who crawled up the stairs on their hands
and knees and it was burst in. The flames
shot out over their heads and for a time the
boys thought that they had a serious fire on
their hands. A stream of water was quickly
turned in upon the flames which soon
began to yield. Another stream of water
was brought into the building from the rear
and before long the fire was completely out.

Mr. A.E. Robbins, the owner of the
building adjoining, was sent for the hall
upstairs was opened. The room was filled
with smoke and for a time it was thought
that there was fire in that building also. Mr.
A.F. Wright was also telephoned to and
found his store full of smoke but no fire.
The fire was confined entirely to the second
story of the Eskil building, the smoke
getting into the other building through the
chimneys.

The only occupants of the Eskil building
are the owner, J.J. Eskil, who uses the
second story for a photograph gallery and
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John Eslick, who has a soda pop factory in
the basement. There was no loss to the
latter's stock. Mr. Eskil estimates his loss
on the building at about $600, and on his
stock about $500. He had just received a
new consignment of negative plates which
were all destroyed. Considerable of the
damage done to his stock was from smoke,
which was very dense. It was some time
before an entrance could be obtained to the
part of the gallery where there was no fire
on account of the smoke and intense heat.

The Eskil stock is insured in the Queen
of America company through the Sterling
Agency for $500. Mr. Eskil carries $3,000
on the building through the Miller Agency,
divided in the following companies:
Milwaukee Mechanics, $1,000; Cooper
Insurance Company, $1,000,and the United
States Insurance Company, $1,000.

Peter Solheim, in whose room the fire
originated, was quite painfully burned about
the hands in endeavoring to put out the
blaze. He was placed in a buggy and taken
to a friend’s house for the night.

The firemen deserve credit for keeping
the damage down to such a low figure, as it
was a bad fire to fight on account of the
dense smoke which impeded their work.
George Irving and Theodore Firme
materially assisted the firemen and staid
[sic — stayed] right up to the work until all
danger was over.

The damage to Robbins’ Hall and the
Wright Brothers’ stock is slight.

Since writing the above Mr. Solheim
was seen. He stated that he was in bed
reading and the lamp was on a table
alongside the bed. The globe and shade of
the lamp suddenly burst and the flames
shot up to the ceiling. He jumped out of
bed and grabbed the lamp, placing it on the
floor in the middle of the room. He says he
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must have spilled some of the oil on the
bed clothes for the bed was on fire as soon
as he turned around. He tried to smother
out the fire but did not succeed. He then
ran down stairs [sic — downstairs] and gave
the alarm. His hands are quite badly burnt
[sic- burned].

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Third Year, Whole
No. 730 [Monday, November 21, 1898],
page 3, column 4

ADDITIONAL CITY NEWS.

The Miller agency this morning settled
the loss on the Eskil building, damaged by
fire Friday night. The insurance companies
will pay $701. Mr. Sterling, who placed the
insurance on the stock, returned from a
business trip to Menominee this morning,
and will settle the loss on the stock in a day
or two. This is pretty quick time and shows
the promptness with which the companies
represented by the above agents do
business.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Third Year, Whole
No. 730 [sic — 732] [Wednesday,
November 23, 1898], page 3, column 4

CITY NEWS ITEMS.

J.J. Eskil announces to his old patrons
that he has all his negatives, and will be
ready for business again on Dec. 5, with
better facilities than ever before, including
new accessories. He will also keep on
hand a full line of supplies for amateurs.
He invites a call from all who wish first-class
photography.
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The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Third Year, Whole
No. 732 [Saturday, November 26, 1898],
page 3, column 2

CITY NEWS ITEMS.

Fred Hall and Sam Spears rendered
good service at the Sackim fire last night
and deserve credit.

The Daily Tribune, Iron Mountain, Dickinson
County, Michigan, Third Year, Whole
No. 732 [Saturday, November 26, 1898],
page 3, column 3

SACKIM RESIDENCE

Badly Damaged by Fire at 10:30 Last
Night.

THE FAMILY’S MIRACULOUS
ESCAPE.

Rescued While Sound Asleep — Timely
Discovery of the Fire — Benjamin
Simansky Painfully Burned —
Good Work by the Firemen.

The residence of Abe Sackim, corner of
East B and Iron Mountain streets, took fire
last night at 10:30 o’clock and the family
had a miraculous escape from death.

The family consists of Mr. and Mrs.
Sackim, three nephews, Moses
Warshawsky, David Lewis and Benjamin
Simansky, and a domestic. All had retired
for the night except Benjamin Simansky,
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who had remained up later than usual
reading. He concluded to retire also at the
above named hour, but before doing so
stepped into the kitchen to get a drink of
water. When he returned to the sitting
room he found it all ablaze. Thinking that
he could master the flames without aid he
rushed to one of the large windows on the
east side of the house and broke the glass
and attempted to throw the blazing curtains
and couch out the the [sic] window. The
fire was too fierce, however, and he then
rushed up stairs [sic — upstairs] to arouse
the remainder of the family.

In the meantime Mr. Sackim was
awakened by the noise made by his
nephew in trying to subdue the flames and
he and his wife hastily got up. Their room
was directly over the room that was on fire,
and Mrs. Sackim, becoming alarmed at the
noise, rushed to the window and threw it
open, when the flames, which were pouring
out of the windows below, shot up in front of
her. Their room was fast filling with a
dense smoke and their thoughts went at
once to the other members of the family.
With difficulty they were aroused, the two
boys, Warshawsky and Lewis, being
dragged from their bed on the same floor.
The domestic, who was asleep in the front
room up stairs [sic - upstairs], was also
aroused and all made their escape down
the front stairs in their night clothes and
bare feet, and took refuge in Mrs. Langran’s
house, next door.

An alarm had been sounded from box
16, Corner of East B and Washington
street, and the department promptly
responded. Two lines of hose was [sic —
were] laid and in a short time the fire was
extinguished, but the house was badly
damaged, especially the downstairs part,
which was badly gutted.

Mr. and Mrs. Sackim went to Mr. M.
Levy’s for the night and Mrs.Henry Smith, a
neighbor, took care of the rest of the family.
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Clothing was hastily procured, as they
suffered extremely from the cold, having
walked on the snow in their bare feet while
seeking shelter. A number of overcoats
belonging to the male members of the
family were lying on the couch in the sitting
room and were destroyed.

Mr. Sackim thinks the fire originated
from the electric wires, as the room in which
the fire started contains several of them,
and his nephew says he first noticed that
the ceiling was on fire along where the
wires run, and he can account for the fire
starting up so suddenly from no other
cause. Mr. Sackim estimates his loss at
$600 on the building and $700 on his
household goods and clothing. A quantity
of bric-a-brac was destroyed, some of it
being rare specimens of chinaware
collected by Mrs. Sackim, which was highly
prized and will be hard to replace. The loss
to both the house and contents is fully
covered by insurance.

Friends of the family are congratulating
them on their narrow escape from death, for
a moment longer it would have been
impossible to have escaped by the stairs
and the probability is that those who were
up stairs [sic — upstairs] would have
perished. Benny Simansky is painfully
burned about the hands in his efforts to put
out the fire.

Too much credit cannot be given the
firemen for their services. They responded
to the alarm promptly and their work in
putting out the flames with as little water as
possible showed good judgment and skill.

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 6,
Number 4, [Thursday, June 20, 1901],
page 8, column 3
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Depot Blaze.

The St. Paul depot was badly gutted by
fire last Tuesday night. The blaze, it is
supposed, was caused by spontaneous
combustion, and the loss on building and
contents will reach $3,500. The fire
company performed splendid work, but it is
a question whether the members are not
deserving of public censure for saving the
old shack from total destruction.

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 6,
Number 6, [Thursday, July 4, 1901],
page 1, column 3

THE ST. PAUL DEPOT

The Rebuilt Structure Will Contain
Many Modern Conveniences
It is Expected.

[ron Mountain is not to have a new
depot, as a result of the blaze at the St.
Paul building, but thanks to the efforts of
Agent Gardinier the rebuilt structure is
to be modernized to a certain extent.

The plans adopted call for the entire
remodeling of the interior. The north end is
to be fitted up for a ladies’ waiting room
neatly furnished. Next comes the ticket
office and next a waiting room for men.
Adjoining will be the baggage-room [sic —
baggage room], with the delivery entrance
on the west side of the building. The
remainder of the building will be utilized for
freight purposes.

The proposed changes will certainly be
a great accommodation to the patrons, but
what Iron Mountain deserves at the hands
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of the company is a handsome depot
similar to that of the North-Western road.

Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 8,
Number 40 [Thursday, February 25,
1904], page 1, column 4

BIG BLAZE LAST NIGHT.

Flanagan Building Totally
Destroyed — Heavy Losses.

At an early hour this morning the
Flanagan building at the corner of
Stephenson avenue and East A street was
almost completely destroyed by fire.

The building was occupied by Kurz
Brothers, the well-known horse dealers, as
a carriage, cutter and harness depot; L.N.
Richard, barber shop, and A.l. Khoury,
confectionery dealers.

The total loss is in the neighborhood of
$9,000. The loss of Kurz Brothers is
between $3,500 and $4,000, with $2,000
insurance; L.N. Richards, loss $400, no
insurance; A.l. Khoury, loss unknown,
insurance estimated at $900; loss on
building, owned by Judge Flanagan, of
Sagola, estimated at $4,000, no insurance.

The building was one of the first erected
in Iron Mountain and was for many years
used as a variety theatre.

Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 8,
Number 45 [Thursday, March 31, 1904],
page 1, column 4

THE FLANAGAN BUILDING.

Plans Being Prepared for a Twenty
Thousand Dollar Block.

In a recent interview with Patrick
Flanagan relative to the new brick building
which he will build this season at the corner
of Stephenson avenue and A street, the
gentleman said that the building would be
modern in every detail. There will be three
stores fronting Stephenson avenue, and
one on A street, where Quist’'s meat market
is now. The rear end of the second floor
will be made into a large and commodious
lodge-room [sic — lodge room] with ante-
rooms [sic — anterooms] and banquet room
in connection. The balance of the second
floor will be divided into offices with a large
and well-lighted court in the center, which
will be a great improvement over the old-
time long, narrow and dark halls. There will
be two wide stairways leading from the
street to the second floor, one from
Stephenson avenue direct to the main court
and one from A street to the lodge-room
[sic — lodge room]. There will also be a
basement under the entire building, the
floors of which will be of cement, and the
building is to be heated throughout with
steam.

Mr.  Flanagan will visit several
neighboring cities and inspect their modern
office buildings and then secure the
services of a first-class architect to draw the
plans for him. The estimated cost of the
building is $20,000.

[NOTE: This building was never
constructed.]

Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 9,
Number 28 [Thursday, December 1,
1904], page 1, column 2

“MIGHT HAVE BEEN WORSE.”
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Fire at Hydraulic Plant Caused Con-
siderable Damage Last Monday.

The hydraulic plant of the Oliver Iron
Mining company at Quinnesec Falls was
considerably damaged by fire last Monday
morning.

The fire was caused by an explosion in
one of the compressors at about half past
seven o’clock. The oil in the cylinder took
fire and the blaze was blown across the
engine-house [sic — engine house] with
great force, driving the men out, and
communicating to the wood-work [sic —
wood work]. In much shorter time that it
takes to tell the story, the entire enterior [sic
— interior] of the structure was a mass of
flames.

Help was summoned from this city and
a large force of men hastened to the works.
The fire-engine [sic — fire engine] was taken
down, but by the time it had reached the
scene the roof had collapsed and the
interior wood-work [sic — wood work] was
gutted. Considering the scant supply of
burnable material in the house, the fire was
a hot one — so hot, indeed, that the large
steel timbers in the roof were badly warped
and fell in upon the costly machinery.

After the fire, a causual [sic — casual]
glance at the wreck, [sic] lead to the belief
that the entire plant of machinery was badly
damaged and that months would be
required to make repairs. When the debris
was cleared away, however, it was
discovered the damage was comparatively
light. Indeed, some of the compressors
were found uninjured and will be in
operation in a few days and it is expected to
have the entire plant in working order within
ten days. In the meantime air is being
generated at the big compressor plant at C
engine-house [sic — engine house].
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The fire is a duplicate of the one
occurring two years ago, happening in the
same manner. However, the loss is not so
great. Mr. Davidson says that the loss two
years ago totaled $12,000. While it is not
possible at this writing to estimate the loss
of last Monday very closely, Mr. Davidson,
after an examination, is of the opinion that it
will be between $6,000 and $10,000. This
is bad enough, but it “might have been
much worse.” The company carries its own
insurance.

The work of clearing the debris away is
about finished and a temporary roof will be
erected over the machinery.

The mine has continued steadily in
operation, only the trammers being idle for
a few hours.

The fire afforded the “anvil chorus” a
fine opportunity to “knock” the town — and,
as usual, it was improved to the utmost.
The irresponsible correspondent got in his
deadly work, of course — and the fellow is
deserving a good kicking. In one dispatch
that has come to our notice the loss is
placed at $1,000,000 and we are told that
from “12,000 to 15,000 men are idle as a
result.” Even such a conservative paper as
the Chicago Tribune was caught by the
fakirs. A Norway dispatch to that paper
places the loss at $500,000 — “the biggest
loss ever known by fire on record on the
Menominee range.”

Such lying dispatches are certain to
work injurious to every business man [sic —
businessman] in Iron Mountain and the
county. When the wholesaler reads that
“from12,000 to 15,000 men” are idle here,
he will not stop to think that Iron Mountain
only has a population of 9,000 people, but
will bend his energies in the direction of
making it unpleasant for his creditors
hereabouts. But, we suppose, there is no
way of suppressing these penny-a-liners.
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[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 11,
Number 46 [Thursday, April 4, 1907],
page 8, column 4

Disastrous Fire.

The Eskil building on East Hughitt street
was the scene of the most disastrous fire
that has visited Iron Mountain in many
years last Sunday night. The fire originated
in the photograph gallery of A.N. Chatelain
on the second floor, but the cause is
unknown. The fire had undoubtedly been
burning for several hours before discovery.
The apartments occupied by Mr. Chatelain
were completely gutted. The contents were
practically ruined either by the flames or the
smoke and water[.] It is hard to estimate
the damages, as the negatives cannot be
replaced, and the loss will be between
$2,500 and $3,000 with an insurance of
$1,500, $500 of which was on household
goods. The store of Holmberg & Co., on
the first floor, containing a $10,000 stock of
general merchandise, was flooded with
water. Smoke also caused much damage.
Mr. Holmberg estimates the loss at about
$6,000 with $5,000 insurance. The store
has been closed and an inventory is being
taken. The building is owned by J.J. Eskil,
who places his loss at $2,000 with an equal
sum insurance.

The Current, Norway, Dickinson County,

Michigan, Volume XXIII, Number 10
[Saturday, April 6, 1907], page 8,
column 5

—Fire destroyed the photograph gallery
of A.M. [sic — A.N.] Chatelain at Iron
Mountain, Sunday night, resulting in heavy
loss. The building was owned by J.J.
Eskil[,] of Iron Mountain[,] the lower floor
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being occupied by K.J. Holmberg as a
general merchandise store. The several
losers carried insurance to the amount of
$6,500.

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 11,
Number 49 [Thursday, April 25, 1907],
page 8, column 2

Chatelain, Iron Mountain’s favorite
photographer, has arranged to resume
business at his old stand in the Eskil
building next Saturday. He has received a
new outfit of all that is late and new in
photographic effects and is in fine shape to
execute good work promptly. In another
column he invites the people to all come
and see him.

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 11,
Number 51 [Thursday, May 9, 1907],
page 8, column 5

Business will be resumed Saturday
morning, May 4th, at the Eskil Studio, 215
E. Hughitt street: ‘Phone 298, Chatelain.

Most of the new stock and fixtures for
the Eskil Studio have arrived and the studio
will be open for business on and after May
4th.

On or after May 5th re-sittings can be
had (free of charge) by all persons failing to
get their proofs or pictures, owing to the fire
at my studio. ‘Phone 298. Chatelain, prop.
Eskil Studio, 215 E. Hughitt street.

Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 20,
Number 17 [Thursday, September 15,
1915], page 1, column 4
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A DISASTEROUS FIRE.

Rundle Opera House Burns and
the Loss is Largest in Years.

The well-known Rundle Opera House
building was the scene last Sunday
morning of the most costly fire that has
occurred in Iron Mountain in over twenty
year [sic — years]. The origin of the fire is
unknown. The fire was first discovered in
the southwest corner of the building at
about 4:30 o’clock last Sunday morning and
in a short time the entire upper floor was a
mass of flames. That portion of the building
in which the fire is supposed to have
originated is used as a work-shop.

The fire department quickly responded
to the alarm and soon had seven streams
of water pouring into the upper floor. Chief
LaLonde, ably seconded by Capt. John
Carollo of the north end company, directed
the work of checking the flames and the fire
laddies received valuable assistance from
many volunteers. That the fight was well
directed is best evidenced by the condition
of the building, the lower floor standing
intact. Our city has a fire department
worthy of the name. In less skillful hands
the loss would have been much greater and
the fire spread to other buildings in the
district. It was an exceedingly hard fire to
combat and had gained tremendous
headway when discovered.

In combatting [sic — combating] the
flames Chief LaLonde had three fingers on
his left hand badly lacerated; Capt. John
Carollo had his right ankle sprained, and
Fireman Clemo was bruised about the body
and left leg and had his right arm and hand
cut.

At this writing it is not possible to give an
estimate of the loss, but it will be between
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$25,000 and $35,000 and the insurance is
small in comparison.

Mr. Rundle has the sympathy of the
entire city in his great financial loss. He is
keeping a “stiff upper lip” and preparing to
resume business as soon as a settlement is
reached with the insurance companies.

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 20,
Number 29 [Thursday, December 2,
1915], page 1, column 5

LOSS A LARGE ONE

FIRE DESTROYED $30,000
WORTH [OF] PROPERTY
THIS MORNING.

Parent Clothing Store and the Sam
Khoury Confectionery Store
Are Wiped Out By Blaze.

The buildings occupied by Charles
Parent, Samuel Khoury and John Carbis,
on Stephenson avenue, were totally
destroyed by fire at an early hour this
morning, the alarm sounding at about 2:30
o’clock.

The building occupied by Mr. Parent as
a clothing store was owned by Mrs. Esther
M. Taylor. It was a frame structure, two
stories high. The estimated value of the
building is $5,000 and it was insured for
$2,000. The loss is a total one.

Cook & Pelham owned the building
occupied by Sam Khoury as a
confectionery store, also the small office
building occupied by John Carbis. The
estimated value of the buildings is about
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$5,000 with $2,000 insurance, and the loss
is a total one.

Same [sic — Sam] Khoury extimates [sic
— estimates] his loss on stock and fixtures
at $3,500 with $1,000 insurance.

Mr. Parent, at this writing, is unable to
give any estimate of his loss. He had one
of the largest and cleanest stocks of
clothing and furnishing goods in the city and
the loss is almost total. Roughly estimated,
it is safe to say that the loss is between
$12,000 and $15,000.

Mr. Carbis places his loss at $500 in
books, maps and furniture.

The total loss on buildings and stocks
will, perhaps, exceed $30,000.

It is the most disastrous fire occurring in
Iron Mountain in over twenty years and is
the second large fire in the past several
months, the Rundle Opera House burning
in August. [sic — The Rundle Opera House
burned Sunday, September 11, 1915.]

The cause of the fire is unknown. Chief
LalLonde [sic — La Londe] is of the opinion
that it started in the rear of the building
occupied by Sam Khoury.

The ruins this morning is [sic — are]
substantial evidence that Iron Mountain has
a splendid fire department and good
generalship was shown in combatting [sic —
combating] the blaze. The fire was under
strong headway when discovered. That
only three buildings were destroyed is
evidence of the efficiency of the
department. The frame building owned by
Mrs. Sutherland, at the corner of
Stephenson avenue and Hughitt street,
located only a few feet north of the
buildings destroyed, took fire several times,
but was only damaged to a small extent.

The Daily Tribune-Gazette, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Forty-Ninth
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Year, No. 110 [ Friday, May 21, 1920],
page 1, column 6

MILLIMAN
HOTEL DAMAGED
BY FIRE

The Milliman hotel, the leading one in
this city, was damaged by fire at about 1:30
o’clock this morning, the estimated loss
being placed at five thousand dollars, which
is fully covered by insurance.

The origin of the fire is unknown. It
started in the room formerly used as a bar
room, between the bar and the ice box.
The fire gained considerable headway
before it was discovered this being partly
due to the fact that the door leading to the
lobby of the hotel was closed. The fire was
discovered by Clarence Griggs, who is
night clerk. He was sitting in the lobby
talking with another person and happened
to notice smoke issue between the crevices
of the door. He immediately sounded the
alarm and the guests were awakened.
They made a hurried exit as the rooms
rapidly filled with smoke.

The fire department was soon on the
scene and altho [sic — although] the blaze
was a stubborn one to contend with
because of having worked between the
walls and because of the clouds of dense
smoke that completely filled the rooms
Chief LaLonde and his men quickly became
master of the situation and succeeded in
confining the fire to the room where it
originated. Most of the fire was back of the
bar and in the wall separating the kitchen.
The room was scorched and the large ice
box was badly damaged. Considerable
damage was occasioned by water and the
smoke which penetrated the rooms on the
floors upstairs. The heat in the room where
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the flames originated was intense and this
coupled with the stifing smoke made it
exceedingly hard for the firemen to work.
However, they kept at their duties like
Trojans and it was due to their excellent
work and the prompt manner in which Chief
LalLonde located the right place to combat
the blaze that the fire was held in check and
prevented form spreading thruout [sic —
throughout] the upper stories of the hotel.

This is the second time that the Milliman
has been damaged by the fire demon within
the last 18 months, the other having
occurred a year ago last November.

Everything at the hotel is going along
today about the same as usual[,] meals
having been served, etc. The hotel is again
ready to receive guests.

The fire department came in for much
praise from the Milliman brothers, who are
the proprietors, and from traveling men and
local agents for the various insurance
companies. The efficiency of the local
department has placed this city in the front
rank in the way of fire protection and the
insurance companies rate lron Mountain
very highly because of this. They give its
fire department credit of handling fires most
efficiently and much better than most cities
of its size and even larger.

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 25,
Number 1 [Thursday, May 27, 1920],
page 1, column 4

Fire at The Milliman.

A fire of unknown origin destroyed about
$4,000 worth of property at The Milliman
Hotel at an early hour last Friday. The fire
originated in the former bar-room [sic —
barroom], between the large ice-box and
the bar, and was not discovered until the
crash of the large mirror was heard by the
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night clerk. A fire alarm was turned in at
once and both companies responded.
Efficient work on the part of Chief LaLonde
and assistants confined the fire to the
section of the hotel in which it was
discovered. The loss, which is fully covered
by insurance, has not been adjusted as yet,
but it will likely reach the sum named. The
fixtures in the room were all of a costly
character. The back-bar mirror, which was
smashed by the flames, was worth in the
neighborhood of a [sic] $1,000. The billiard
and pool tables were badly damaged and
the other fixtures were charred. In addition,
the smoke invaded other sections of the
house and did more or less damage.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 2,
Number 19 [Wednesday, May 3, 1922],
page 1, column 1

[NOTE: With this issue, The Iron
Mountain Daily News masthead was
changed to The Iron Mountain News.]

NEWS AGAIN
PRINTING IN
PLANT HERE

Today’s Issue First Pub-
lished in City Since
Fire

MANY PROBLEMS MET

Finding of Temporary
Quarters for Equipment
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Not Easy Task

Nine weeks and three days after the fire
of February 25, which totally wrecked its
Ludington street plant, The News today
resumed publication in Iron Mountain with
all new equipment. During the interval, the
paper had been published at the plant of
the Mining Journal at Marquette.

When the debris of the fire had been
cleared away, it was found that the big
Duplex press was practically the only piece
of equipment that could be salvaged, the
remaining machinery  having been
hopelessly wrecked by the heat and the
collapse of the building. Most of the
records, and a few cases of type were
saved.

Before the ruins were fairly cold, wires
had been sent to the offices of various
machinery and equipment concerns
requesting the immediate dispatch of men
to Iron Mountain. Before the end of the
next week, orders for a complete new plant
had been placed.

Location Problem.

Location was the next problem.
Rebuilding of the old site was proposed, but
it finally was decided to take advantage of
the larger frontage available between the
Style Shop and the electric light office, on
East Ludington street, across from the
postoffice [sic — post office]. Accordingly, a
tract 30 by 70 feet was purchased, and
excavation of that part of the basement
which would house the big press started at
once by Anton Miench, contractor. When
the concrete foundations for the 45-ton
machine were completed, it was dismantled
and moved to its new location, covered by a
temporary structure. The permanent
building will be erected around it.

With the pressroom problem settled,
establishment of the composing room

32

remained a question. Temporary offices
had been set up in the rear of the
Commercial bank, through the courtesy of
that institution, but finding of quarters large
enough to accommodate the typesetting
machines, cabinets, imposing stones,
stereotyping and other equipment promised
to be more of a problem. Tentative
arrangements were made for the use of the
Sundstrom block on East Flesheim street,
but sale of the property prevented their
consummation. At this time, Payant Bros.
moved into their new building at Merritt
avenue and A street, and The News
secured the old quarters in the Flanagan
building on East A street.
Equipment Moved In.

Most of the mechanical force had been
dispatched to Marquette to aid in getting out
the paper there, the news and business
staff continuing to function here. With the
assistance of the employes [sic -
employees] who remained, together with
some help from outside, the equipment was
moved into the temporary building and set
up. Raymond Golk, of the Mergenthaler
Linotype Co., came here to erect the three
new typesetting machines and J.G.
Dannenfeld, of the Duplex Printing Press
Co., Battle Creek, Mich., had charge of
moving the big press, which he had set up
in its original location a year ago, to the site
of the new building.

Neither Mr. Golk, Mr. Dannenfeld, nor
The News’ own employes [sic — employees]
have been stinting of their time in the effort
to get the new plant operating as quickly as
possible. By long hours and hard work on
their part, and by splendid co-operation [sic
— cooperation] on the part of the equipment
companies in the matter of shipments, The
News is again an entirely Iron Mountain
product. While operation for the next few
months will be somewhat under difficulties,
when The News is finally established in its
new home, it is the honest belief of its
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personnel that it will have the best laid out
and best equipped plant of any daily of its
size in Michigan.

Perhaps the most encouraging factor
since the disaster has been the ready
appreciation, both by subscribers and
advertisers, of the effort to give them the
best service possible under difficulties.
They have stood loyally by the paper, and
refrained from criticism of the weaknesses
and inconveniences incident to the
temporary operation. From now on, The
News hopes to give better service than ever
before, and the loyal support of its patrons
leads it to look confidently forward to a
prosperous growth along with Iron
Mountain.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 2,
Number 136 [Thursday, September 21,
1922], page 1, column 6

RESTAURANT IS
SWEPT BY FIRE

East Side Cafe Ruined By
Flames Early This
Morning

Fire believed to have been caused by
an overheated electric toaster early this
morning destroyed the interior of the East
Side restaurant on West Hughitt street,
spread to the second floor of the two-story
building and caused damages estimated at
more than  $1,000 before being
extinguished.

The restaurant was operated by Mrs.
J.J. Kemppainen and was closed at the
time of the fire. It was said today that the
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toaster had been left turned on and set fire
to the shelf on which It had been placed. It
is believed the flames were not noticed for
at least half an hour. From the kitchen they
spread to the front of the establishment and
eating through the door and windows in the
rear, attacked the porch and went upward
to the second floor.

The smoke aroused the family
occupying the second floor. Attired only in
scanty clothes they made their escape from
the structure. At practically the same time,
a police officer turned in the alarm at the
No. 1 station, the report showing that it was
received at 3:46 o’clock. Shortly after the
No. 1 department was at the scene, the No.
2 engine was called and two lines of hose
were played on the flames. Both
companies of men worked until 4:30 o’clock
before they succeeded in extinguishing the
blaze.

The interior of the restaurant is almost a
total wreck, the kitchen being damaged the
most. Loss to the building which is owned
by J.J. Eskil, [sic] is fully covered by
insurance.

The Iron Mountain News, lron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 3,
Number 130 [Wednesday, September
12, 1923], page 1, column 1

FIRE DOES $47,000
DAMAGE TO THREE
BUILDINGS

RESTAURANT,
NEWS DEPOT
ARE WRECKED
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Candy Kitchen Also Suf-
fers Loss From Early
Morning Blaze

FIREMAN IS CUT

Conflagration Furnishes
Stubborn Fight For
Two Departments

A fire which raged for two hours, starting
at 11:45 o'clock, [sic] last night[,] resulted in
a loss estimated at $47,000, according to
figures obtained today.

Following are the estimated figures:

John Flanagan, owner of the three
buildings at 509, 507 and 505 Stephenson
avenue, $20,000.

De Lima restaurant, owned by Tony
Fliris, $20,000.

Riley’s News depot, owned by William
Riley, $2,000.

Protogere Brothers’ Candyland, $5,000.

The fire started in the rear of the small
building occupied by Riley, according to
Fire Chief Albert Bloom, who is unable to
account for the origin of the conflagration.
It is believed, however, that the blaze
started in a pile of paper.

Call Two Departments.

The alarm was sent to the No. 1 fire
department and by the time the firemen
reached the site, it was a mass of flames
which lit up the entire neighborhood. A
summons was then sent to No. 2
department. Ten firemen and as many
volunteers attempted to check the flames
that quickly spread to the adjoining
buildings.

Six streams of water were utilized to put
out the blaze. Much water was used in
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keeping the flames from the Z.P. Rousselle
building, south of the restaurant. This
building was only slightly scorched.

As soon as the fire spread to the De
Lima, the proprietor went upstairs to
awaken the roomers. Many of them
suffered losses in view of the fact that no
time was lost in getting out of the building.
All their belongings were destroyed as were
the furniture and fixtures.

The second floor of the De Lima
restaurant, a hotel, was destroyed. Efforts
to save the furniture, clothing and other
articles failed because of heavy smoke.

Mechandise Destroyed.

The merchandise in the Riley store was
totally destroyed, including a stock of
Christmas qifts stored away there.
Protogere Brothers[,] who also rented the
upstairs of their building[,] suffered furniture
and clothing losses as well as merchandise
and fixtures in the ground floor. The new
fixtures recently installed at a price of
$15,000 were only damaged by water. The
fixtures in the restaurant are believed to be
ruined in the same manner.

John Flanagan refused to comment on
his loss and insurance carried on the
wooden structures and did not say whether
he intended to re-build entirely or repair the
buildings. It was said, however, that the
buildings were covered by insurance and
that the owner indicated he would repair the
structures. The city building committee
visited the scene of the fire this morning but
gave out no information as to what steps
they would take. A city ordinance reads
that if a building in the fire limits is damaged
more than half of its value, no wooden
structure could replace it.

Fliris Will Re-open.

Tony Fliris said this morning that only
half of his holdings were covered by
insurance, but that he intended to remain in
the restaurant business. He will open as
soon as conditions permit, he indicated.
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Protogere Brothers said that Candyland
would be opened in a day or two. Their
fixtures and merchandise were partially
covered by insurance.

After the fire was under control and no
danger of the flames spreading the firemen
and volunteers were served with coffee and
lunch by John Morris and Claude Burby.

Firemen Fought Hard[.]

Firemen were forced to put up a hard
battle before subduing the flames. The
structure, all wooden, provided good fuel for
the blaze and when the extent of the fire
was first realized it was not believed any
part of the building could be saved.
Firemen risked their lies [sic — lives] several
times in order to place the lines of hose
where the streams of water would be most
effective. One fireman, Charles Anderson,
received a badly cut hand when he kicked
in the door of Riley’s news depot in order to
get to the flames. As the door crashed in a
large piece of glass fell on his thumb,
inflicting a deep gash. Despite this,
Anderson continued at his work but at the
end of an hour had lost so much blood that
he was on the verge of collapse. Even
then, however, a tourniquet was put around
his wrist, stemming the flow of blood, and
he remained on the job until early this
morning when he went to St. George’s
hospital for treatment.

The fire was the worst in the city since
that of two years ago when the Anderson
building on East Ludington street was
destroyed.

[ron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan,
Year, Number [Monday, January

26, 1925], page ___, column

CHURCH MENACED
BY FIRE ON ROOF
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Firemen Are Also Summoned to
North Side
School

A roof fire believed to have been caused
by a spark from the chimney yesterday
afternoon at 4:30 o’clock destroyed
property estimated at more than $100 at St.
Joseph’s church.

No. 1 fire department was summoned.
Only chemicals were used to extinguish the
flames which threatened to spread. The
small blaze was discovered by the boy
scouts [sic — Boy Scouts] of the church
troop who were playing in the yard.

A similar fire occurred Saturday
afternoon at the Chapin school house on
the North side. The damage was small. It
is believed that a spark was also
responsible for the blaze. No. 2 fire
department was called.

The North Side engine company also
responded to a call this morning to a house
at 609 East Main street to extinguish a
chimney blaze.

[ron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5,
Number 17 [Thursday, April 30, 1925],
page 2, column 3

Fire Destroys Barn,
Scorches Another

One barn was destroyed and another
badly scorched in a fire between Fairbanks
and Foster street in Ludington location late
yesterday afternoon. The fire had gained
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considerable headway in the barns before
the fire department was notified. The
barns, which were empty, were the property
of Mr. Basso.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5,
Number 131 [Monday, September 14,
1925], page 1, column 4

$55,000 Damage Caused
By early Morning Blaze

Firemen Hampered in
Work by Broken Hy-
drant and Construction
of Building.

Fire of unknown origin broke out at 6:15
this morning in the rear of the property on
River avenue owned by Sam Anderson,
causing a loss of $55,000 in stock, furniture
and buildings.

Those who suffered as a result of the
blaze are:

Sam Anderson, $20,000 in buildings
occupied by the Iron Mountain Overland
Motor company, the Keener Produce
company and Erickson and Johnson’s
grocery store.

Iron Mountain Overland Motor
$15,000 in stock and fixtures.

Erickson and Johnson, $12,000 in stock
and furnishings.

Keener Produce Co., $8,000 in stock
and fixtures.

All the losses are partly covered by
insurance but no definite amounts could be
stated today. Each loser asserted he had
his papers filed away and would not know

Co.,
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until this evening what amount of protection
he had.

There seems to be some difference of
opinion as to where the fire started. Fire
Chief Axberg said he thought it began in the
southeast corner of Erickson and Johnson’s
grocery, but A.J. Trepanier, warehouse
manager in Keener's Produce company,
declared the cause to be a blazing rubbish
pile in the rear of the motor companys’ [sic
— company’s] office. He said the motor
company, as far as he knew, was not
responsible for the rubbish pile.

Hydrant Broken.

While it was impossible to get an official
statement from the fire department, all the
spectators who were present when the fire
department arrived declared there would
have been but a small blaze had the
firemen not been hampered in their work by
a broken hydrant at the corner of D street
and River avenue. This hydrant is located
not more than 100 feet from the scene of
the fire and the firemen made their way to it
first. After several futile efforts to get water,
they turned their attention to connecting
hose to hydrants at the corners of C street
and River avenue, C street and Stephenson
avenue, and D street and Stephenson.
With two hose lines from each hydrant,
Chief Joel Axbert [sic — Axberg] had six
streams directed on the fire. The broken
hydrant was later put into use.

In spite of the feverish work of the
firemen, the battle was lost and the rubbish
pile blaze grew into a costly fire.

It was declared this morning that the
broken hydrant had been out of commission
since the Riley fire some three weeks ago
and that it was not until this morning that
men were sent to repair it.

Buildings Soon Gutted.

The buildings were gutted within an hour
after the fire was noticed and an hour later
the grocery store owned by Erickson and
Johnson crashed in. The office of the
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garage company was next to collapse. The
garage section was practically unharmed.

The cool resourcefulness of one of the
spectators averted what might have been a
calamity. Six persons sleeping on the
second floor of the grocery were trapped.
The stairway was filled with smoke and it
was impossible for the dwellers to make
their exit. A bystander, whose name could
not be ascertained, seized a ladder and
placed it against a window. The six then
crawled through to safety. They were the
Misses Esther Anderson and Esther and
Nellie Carlson, Carl Carlson, Helge Strom
and a Mr. Quade.

Sheeting a Handicap[.]

The firemen were greatly handicapped
in their efforts to save the grocery because
it was covered with a metal sheeting. The
men were unable to direct the hose where it
would serve the best purpose. It was only
possible to get water inside the building
from the front door while the flames were at
their worst in the rear of the building. It was
not until the flames spread within reaching
distance of the hose, [sic] that they could
make their work effective.

In the early stages of the blaze, it was
feared the whole block would be destroyed
and householders frantically emptied their
homes of all effects. This afternoon they
were wearily hauling the furniture back
again. Sympathetic and willing hands of
neighbors made the task an easy one.

Fire Chief Joel Axberg this afternoon
said he greatly appreciated the courtesy of
the Ford Motor company, which sent its fire
fighting apparatus to the scene. Much
effective aid was given the Iron Mountain
department by the Ford firemen.

This afternoon the property was being
guarded against the invasion of curiosity
seekers until such a time as the insurance
adjusters arrive.
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The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5,
Number 131 [Monday, September 14,
1925], page 1, column 5

Dog Leads Master
Out of Smoke —

Page Rescues Hot
Beans In Fire —

A.J. Trepanier, warehouse manager of
the Keener Produce company, one of the
losers in today’s fire, owes his life to the
fidelity and courage of a dog. “Hoosier,” the
pet of the Keener family, and “Dick,” as
Trepanier is known, are great pals. This
morning Dick reported for work early,
expecting a large volume of business.
Smelling smoke as he opened the door, he
investigated and discovered the fire.

Dashing out, he went down D street to
River avenue and then over to the Erickson
and Johnson store to sound the warning.
When he got back, the warehouse was a
mass of flames and smoke.

Thinking to save the company’s books,
Dick ran in and just as he got his hands on
the records, a volume of smoke swept
across the room suffocating and blinding
him.

Groping about, he stumbled from one
place to another, making no headway and
becoming more confused. Then he felt a
tug at his pants leg. Thinking the dog was
excited, for Dick knew it was Hoosier, he
tried to push him away, but Hoosier refused
to go.

Gasping and almost overcome by the
smoke, Dick allowed Hoosier to lead him
and was soon welcomed by the sweep of
cool, fresh air, coming from the doorway. In
a few minutes he was “right side up with
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care” and Hoosier lay at his side, blinking
unconcernedly and wagging his tail.
Everything, no matter how disagreeable

or damaging, has its compensation. And
today’s fire is no exception.
A.B. Page, manager of the Iron

Mountain Overland Motor company, lays
claim to the distinction of being the champ
optimist of Dickinson county.

This noon, Mr. Page, who with his
associates, suffered a $15,000 loss, walked
from the storeroom into what was once his
office. Reaching over into the smouldering
[sic — smoldering] debris of the Erickson
and Johnson grocery store, Mr. Page
plucked forth a steaming can of pork and
beans. In a minute he had it open and his
face broke out in a wreath of smiles as he
contentedly munched on pork and ----s
[sic].

Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Year 7,
Number 3 [Wednesday, April 13, 1927],
page 1, columns 2-3; page 6, column 2

Fire Destroys L.J. Will
Jewelry Store; Loss Is
Estimated to Be $50,000

Fire, believed to have been caused from
a small wood stove in the rear room of the
L.J. Will jewelry store, at about 11:10
o'clock last night, swept through the
building, including the portrait and millinery
shops on the second floor, and caused
stock and property damage aggregating
about $50,000.

The two trucks from both departments
responded, the crews remaining on the job
until shortly before noon, prepared for a
fresh outbreak.

38

Roy Will, son of the proprietor, was the
last person to leave the store last night, he
said. Shortly before leaing [sic — leaving]
he had heated some water on the top of the
stove, mopped out the store and cleaned
the cases for today. Whether or not the
blaze started directly from the stove young
Will could not say, recalling only that the
flame within was not brisk enough when he
last noticed it.

Gave Alarm

It was about 11:15 o’clock when
“Bunzie” Rahoi, of the North Side taxi, while
driving past the building, noticed the livid
blaze within. He drove directly to the fire
station No. 1 and gave the alarm. Within a
few moments all of the available fire-fighting
equipment in the city was on the scene,
with several streams of water pouring into
the building from all angles.

J.C. Knight recalled today that he had
passed the store at about 10:20 o’clock and
noticed nothing wrong within. He further
recalled standing at the window display and
said he believed that if the fire had started
then he could have easily seen it from the
street.

The building and lot owned by Mr. Will,
[sic] are valued at $20,000. The structure is
almost a total wreck, the floor, walls and
ceiling being hacked and swollen with the
heavy flow of water which poured into the
building incessantly for more than five
hours this morning. The stock, Mr. Will
declared, is valued at $25,000 and little of
any of it can be reclaimed.

The jeweler carried $11,000 insurance
on the stock and $5,000 on the building.

All the stock and equipment of the
portrait shop on the second floor was
destroyed, according to Beatrice Johnson,
propritetress, who  carried  [$]3,000
insurance.

Removes Stock

Mrs. Anna Webb, proprietress of the

Vogue hat shop adjoining, with some help
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succeeded in removing all of her stock from
the building, with the loss only of some
inexpensive articles of equipment.

Damage to the extent of about $3,000,
largely from smoke and water, resulted in
the store of Fugere Brothers, adjoining on
the north. The damage is covered by
insurance.

As far as could be determined today no
damage resulted in either stock, equipment
or building of Woodworth’s, on the south.

About three feet of water lay in the
basement of the Will building when the
firemen had finished their job this morning.
Submerged in this was considerable jewelry
stock stored there.

Stock Destroyed

On the main floor a case of leather
purses, received only yesterday, lay flat, on
the floor, the purses a mottled mass amidst
the wreckage.

Silverware arranged in the cases and
which had not been stored away for the
night lay black and tarnished and sprinkled
with bits of broken glass.

Cases of expensive gems, watches held
for repair and other valuables were intact
when the heavy safe was opened this
morning. The walls of the safe, though
seared and blistered on the outside from
the intense heat, withstood the test.

Whether or not he will attempt to repair
the building, or will erect a new building Mr.
Will did not indicate this morning. Today he
is awaiting the arrival of the insurance
adjusters and will complete that detail
before making further plans, he said.

Prevent Spread

Favorable comment was heard for the
efforts of the firemen, who, when they
learned that the flames had gained rapid
headway within the building, turned their

attention to keeping the blaze from
spreading to the closely adjoining
structures. Heavy streams of water were

played upon the adjoining walls which,
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though blistered with heat, held off the
flames.

Ice[,] forming on the walls and the fire
ladders when the flames had been
guenched shortly before dawn[,] gleamed in
the glare of the search light from the trucks.

At noon today two lengths of hose were
still in readiness in [the] event of a fresh
outbreak of the flames, and to clean up
some of the wreckage.

[ron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Year 7,
Number 12 [Saturday, April 23, 1927],
page 2, column 5

WILL PLANNING
NEW BUILDING TO
REPLACE RUINS

Modern Structure To Be
Erected By Local
Jeweler.

Plans for the construction of a new brick
and steel business building on the site now
occupied by the charred ruins of the L.J.
Will jewelery [sic — jewelry] store, destroyed
by fire recently, are in the hands of the
architects and construction will begin as
soon as much of the present stock in the
store can be cleared out, Mr. Will
announced today.

Within the near future all of the stock in
any way damaged by the fire will be offered
for sale, Mr. Will said. He did not indicate
how long the sale will continue, declaring
early that the start of construction on the
new building will depend upon the rapidity
with which the old stock is cleared out.
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Mr. Wil’s announcement settles a
persistent inquiry since the fire relative to
his future plans. “lI am certainly going to
continue the business,” Mr. Will said, “and |
expect to do so in a building that is modern
and complete in every way. New stock will
be purchased and new fixtures installed.”

The L.J. Will jewelry is the oldest
jewelery [sic — jewelery] concern in the
district.  Until a short time ago it was
conducted as the Rahm and Will jewelery
[sic — jewelry], Mr. Rahm recently retiring
from the partnership.

No estimate of the cost was given by
Mr. Will in announcing the plans for his new
building.

Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 10,
Number 5 [Wednesday, April 16, 1930],
page 1, columns 7-8; page 2, columns
1-3

ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH
BURNS

Put Loss At $75,000;
Three Departments on
Scene; Wind Fans Fire

Edifice Collapses In Less Than
Hour; More Than 3,000 Spectators
Attracted; Several Small Blazes
Spring Up In District

Fire, breaking out on the roof of St.
Joseph’s Catholic church, west A street and
Stockbridge avenue, at 10:45 o’clock this
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morning, and believed to have been started
by sparks from an earlier blaze in a garage
at the rear of the Milliman hotel, three
blocks away, destroyed the church with a
loss estimated at $75,000.

The loss is two-thirds covered by
insurance.

Fanned by a strong southeast wind, the
brick-walled structure crumbled to a
blackened heap in less than an hour. The
fire-fighters of three departments fought the
blaze strenuously, but without effect. A
crowd of 3,000 or more spectators watched
their efforts. Sweeping over the roof,
seemingly everywhere at once, the flames
turned the church into a livid furnace. It
was by far the most spectacular fire that
has occurred here in years.

The cause of the fire in conjecture, but
the theory of flying sparks from the Milliman
fire was accepted by firemen and
spectators alike as the most reasonable
explanation. Cinders from that blaze were
known to have been carried blocks in the
westerly path of the brisk wind that blew
over the city this morning, and there were
some who told of having seen the live
embers land on the church roof.

Many Gave Alarm

Neither has it been definitely established
who first turned in the alarm, for seemingly
dozens of persons, particularly school
officials and others in the immediate
neighborhood, said this morning they had
tried to reach the department. John Jelsch,
principal of the high school, which is located
across the street, was one, and he said the
telephone line was continuously busy.

Rudolph Miresse, high school student, is
believed to have been the first in the school
to see the flames, and it was he who
notified Principal Jelsch. Other persons
residing near the church, [sic] saw them
also and tried to reach fire department No.
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At that time, however, the pumper truck
and crew from No. 1 were at the Milliman
hotel, where fire of unknown origin
destroyed a small, wooden garage, and
with it a new Dodge sedan. That blaze, too,
threatened the hotel itself and caused
damage estimated at from $2,000 to
$2,500, all of which was covered by
insurance.

Getting the second alarm just when the
garage fire had been extinguished, the crew
from No. 1 raced with the pumper truck to
the church and was followed shortly
thereafter by the crew from station No. 2

Blaze Under Roof.

At that time only a small blaze on the
shingled roof was visible, and the firemen
prepared to put it out with chemicals.
Running up their ladders, they mounted the
roof, but with the first chop of their fire-axes
the situation was evident. Already the
blaze was racing along beneath the roof,
and breaking out anew in every direction.

By that time a considerable crowd had
gathered, and their numbers increased
rapidly until the high school lawn, and all of
the streets and walks adjacent were filled
with onlookers. As the flames mounted and
the heat grew more intense, they moved
backward.

Hooking the pumper truck to a hydrant
at the northwest corner of the church, the
firemen ran out all the available hose and
directed four streams at the building, chiefly
to the rear, where the residence of the Rev.
Fr. J.H. Beauchene, pastor, is located.

Their efforts were augmented shortly
after 11 o’clock by the arrival of the Ford
plant and Norway city departments. Their
arrival was timely, for it was just as the
Norway pumper truck made its noisy way
through the crowded streets, siren wide-
open, that the city pumper truck broke
down. Rendered useless, it was not put
into operation again until about 12:30
o’clock.

Meanwhile, the flames mounted higher,
eating through the roof as though it were
paper, and swirling into the steeple and
belfry over the church entrance. The speed
of their advance seemed almost incredible,
for in less than half an hour the entire roof
was opened up, the windows melted out
and the interior a raging, crackling mass of
red.

An occasional puff of wind shot the heat
of the blaze towards the crowds of
spectators, sending them  scurrying
rearwards, only to move back to their4
place of vantage as the breeze shifted to its
normal course.

Fire Is Uncontrollable

Attempts of the firemen, who risked
falling brick, tin and timber, to reach the
heart of the fire, proved of no avail. Added
streams of water seemed to have no effect.
In fact, windows broken by the force of the
water only opened new air channels,
fanning the flames to greater fury.

At 11:30 students at the high school,
released from classes, poured out upon the
lawn and streets to add their numbers to
the crowds of spectators, which by that time
completely surrounded the building. Up

(Continued on page 2, column 1)

ST. JOSEPH’S
CHURCH BURNS;
LOSS $75,000

High Wind Fans Flames;
Three Departments
Fight Fire

(Continued From Page One)
to that time, school officials said, the
students, while displaying some excitement,
had showed no alarm and sat calmly in
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their class rooms [sic — classrooms] or in
the assembly awaiting the dismissal bell.

As the flames roared through the interior
of the building, home-owners and tenants in
the neighborhood were having their own
troubles. At least half a dozen small grass
fires sprang up, and in other instances the
flying embers caught on the roofs of homes,
sheds, garages and other wooden
structures. These the tenants fought with
garden hoses and buckets, and no serious
consequences were reported, although
there were more than a score of such fires.

Valuables Saved.

Within a few moments after Fr.
Beauchene discovered the blaze, he, with a
few parishioners, school students and
others who were among the first at the
scene, raced into the rear of the church and
carried out the Blessed Sacrament, the holy
vessels and some of the more costly
vestments and other valuables kept in the
sacristy, adjoining the altar.

Smoke and flames finally drove them
out, but not until most of the articles
regarded as precious had been saved.

No crash marked the destruction of the
roof, for so rapidly was that eaten away that
it fell in burning bits into the molten pit
below. Spectators were rewarded with their
first thrill shortly after 11 o’clock when a
section of the rear wall fell away, sending
but a deep rumble. Five minutes later the
metal eave along the south side of the
building broke loose and tumbled noisily to
the ground.

Steeple Falls.

All interest then was centered on the
tower and belfry which, supported only by a
few charred and blazing uprights, swayed
on its flaming perch. With each puff of wind
it bent over and back, until, weakened
beyond resistance, it careened slowly and
tumbled into the wreckage below, sending
up a puff of black smoke and dust.
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Fortunately for the firemen, the strong
wind sent the tower crashing to the interior
of the structure. Probably the firemen had
figured on that, for four of them clung to a
hole at the entrance of the church, directly
beneath the tower. They could not possibly
have jumped in time to save themselves,
had the steeple tumbled outward.

Between 11:30 and 12 o’clock sections
of both the north and south walls fell in. At
1 o’clock this afternoon smoke still curled
skyward from the blackened embers in the
bed of ashes which was once St. Joseph'’s
hall, located in the basement, while streams
of water played on the levelled [sic —
leveled] mass.

St. Joseph’s church was completed in
1893 and was of brick and wood
construction. Two years ago the structurde
[sic — structure], with all the fixtures, was
appraised conservatively at $70,000, and
its value had increased since then.
Recently improvements were being made,
including the enlargement of the auditorium
seating capacity to accommodate 1,100
persons.

The Rev. Fr. Beauchene said this noon
that F.E. Parmelee and Sons had offered
him the use of the Northern ballroom for
church services until such time as more
suitable arrangements can be made, and
the priest added that he may hold services
there Sunday, April 20.

The church, it is believed, cannot be
rebuilt, and it is likely that plans will be
made at once for a new structure.

The parish house at the rear was not
damaged.

Water Pressure

Early arrivals at the scene of the blaze
commented on the inability to reach the roof
of the church with the hose streams, even
after the pumper truck was attached.

H.L. Senseman, superintendent of the
water department, explained that “several
things might have affected that, although
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we know that the pressure at the hydrant
was up to normal — 80 pounds. It is difficult
to estimate the pressure at the nozzle, for
that varies with the number of streams
drawn from the hydrant.

‘At one time, early in the fire, six
streams of water were coming out of one
hydrant. Later two more hydrants were
brought into use, and the pressure burden
divided.

‘Anyone who saw the fire knows the
force of the wind at that time, and that had
considerable to do with the force of the
streams. When the firemen shot a stream
at the rear of the church, directly against
the wind, it would hardly reach 20 feet up
the wall, although the pressure was normal.
Similarly, streams from any direction were
flattened down by the force of the wind at
the top of the building.”

“Certainly lack of water pressure had
nothing to do with it, for there were one
million gallons in reserve at the plant
reservoir when the Ford and Norway
departments arrived.

Truck Trouble

The difficulty which developed with the
city pumper truck was explained this
afternoon by those who assisted in the
effort to repair it at the scene. Immediately
after the motor first began to sputter it was
found that the distributor points were faulty.
These were adjusted, and the motor started
again. Shortly thereafter the motor stopped
again, and it was discovered that one set of
distributor gears were [sic — was] stripped.
The truck was towed back to station No. 1
at 2:30 o’clock this afternoon, where
mechanics immediately started work on it.

At least 3,000 feet of hose were run out
by the two Iron Mountain departments at
the fire, and the Ford and Norway
departments are estimated to have added
another 2,500 to 3,000 feet. It is difficult to
estimate how many gallons of water were
pumped into the blaze, officials said.
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The Iron Mountain men were not alone
in their mechanical difficulties. About 15
minutes after the Norway pumper went into
action, a pin sheared from the fan gear, and
the pumper was stopped while temporary
repairs were made at the scene. Later the
truck was taken to Kingsford’s garage for
permanent adjustment preparatory to the
return trip to Norway.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 11,
Number 29 [Thursday, May 14, 1931],
page 1, column 8; page 2, column 1

FIVE BUSINESS
PLACES BURN OUT

HEAVY DAMAGE
RESULTS FROM
MORNING FIRE

DeGayner Flats At Car-
penter Avenue And
B Street Ablaze

LOSS IS $20,000

Flames Started In Rear Of
Structure Before
6 O’clock

Damage estimated at from $20,000 to
$25,000 resulted from a fire which, starting
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shortly before 6 o’clock this morning in the
rear of the DeGayner flats, on the
southwest corner of Carpenter avenue and
B street, destroyed part of that structure as
well as most of the stock and fixtures of five
business places located therein.

Insurance totalling [sic — totaling]
$23,500 is carried on the stock and fixtures
of four of the five business places.

The Iron Mountain Gas company’s
offices and display room were situated
almost in the heart of the blaze.

Others Burned Out.

The other four places burned out were
Em’s Pasty Shop, Stomberg’s Self Serve
grocery, Allyn’s Dress Shop and the
O’Connor Bake shop. The former three
places were located on Carpenter avenue,
the gas company’s offices on the corner,
and the bakery shop on the B street side of
the building.

Started at Rear of Shop.

The only likely version of the blaze
came from Miss Ida O’Connor, proprietress
of the bakery shop on West B street. It was
at the rear of her shop, according to
authorities, that the blaze was first
discovered by the firemen.

‘I went to my shop at about 5:45 o’clock
this morning,” Miss O’Connor said, “and, as
| have done every morning, | lit the fires
under the bake oven and put some water
on the stove for the two bakers who were to
arrive later.

“Then, as wusual, | returned home,
planning to go back to the shop again at
about 7:30 o’clock. Shortly after | got home
| heard a commotion out in the street, and
going to the window saw smoke coming
from the shop. | ran across and opened the
door. A puff of black smoke blew in my
face and almost smothered me.

‘Meanwhile a young man, who had
been passing that way, saw the smoke, and
was trying to rouse the neighbors in order
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to reach a telephone and called [sic — call]
the department.”

Robert Sheehan, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Sheehan, 310 East B street, was
the first to notice the smoke, while enroute
[sic — en route] to attend an early morning
church service.

Chief Mike Scolatti and members of
both city departments arrived to find the
flames spreading rapidly through the bake
shop and the gas company’s office
adjoining. Sheets of fire shot over the
ceiling, towards the Stromberg store and
other shops adjoining to the south, the
blaze travelling [sic — traveling] rapidly
through the dry, frame structure.

Street Employes [sic] Assist.

Shortly after 6 o’clock, H.L. Senseman,
city engineer and superintendent of the
water department, arrived to check up on
the water supply. A few moments later
Senseman called out his assistant, Alton
Forrel, and six members of the street
department to assist the firemen of both
stations in fighting the blaze. The extra
men remained on duty until the last of the
flames had died out.

When the trucks finally left the scene
shortly before noon the upper part of the
structure over the gas company’s office had
been torn away, exposing the charred and
dripping rafters within, and the walls of the
building on both Carpenter avenue and B
street were blackened form fire and smoke.

Only the tin roof over the building
prevented its destruction and held the outer
walls intact, the chief said. The roof served
also as a check for the flames which raced
beneath it over the several stores and
towards the second floor apartment
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Hicks,
near the south end of the building. Mrs.
Hicks is the proprietress of Em’s Pasty
shop.

Water Damage Heavy.

Water poured in streams through
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(Continued on page 2, column 1)

HEAVY DAMAGE
RESULTS FROM
MORNING FIRE

Five Business Places Are
Burned Out; Loss Is
$25,000

(Continued from Page One)

the roof and into the second and first floors
of the business places, drenching the stock
and fixtures. With the exception of the
O’Connor Bake Shop and the Iron Mountain
Gas company’s office, where the blaze was
centered, most of the damage was caused
by water.

Insurance totalling [sic — totaling]
$14,500 was carried on the building by E.J.
DeGayner, owner, according to reports.
Other coverage reported and the estimated
damage in each instance, follows:

Em’s Pasty Shop, $1,500 insurance on
the shop and $500 on the furniture in the
apartment above; estimated damage,
$2,000.

Stomberg’s Self Serve, $3,000 on stock
and fixtures; estimated damage, from
$1,000 to $1,500.

Allyn’s Dress and Hat shop, $1,500 on
the stock; damage not estimated.

O’Connor’'s Bake shop, $1,000 on the
stock and fixtures; estimated loss, from
$1,500 to $2,000.

Insurance totalling [sic — totaling] $3,000
was carried on the stock and fixtures of the
Iron Mountain Gas company. The damage,
considered total by the officials, had not
been estimated up to noon today.

Save Some of Things.
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Mr. and Mrs. Hicks, assisted by friends,
managed to salvage some of their personal
belongings from their living quarters, but
much of that was damaged by water.

Water also drenched the package and
sack goods at the Stomberg store, and
poured over the counters, shelves and
floor. The walls and ceilings of all the
shops were blackened and streaked with
water.

The building, one of the oldest in the
city, provided ready fuel for the blaze, and
only the combined effort of the firemen and
others sent to help them saved the flames
from spreading to adjoining buildings.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 11,
Number 44 [Tuesday, June 2, 1931],
page 3, columns 5-6

DEGAYNER FLATS
BUILDING TO BE
ONE STORY HIGH

Remodelling [sic] Of Fire-
Swept Structure Is
Under Way

Work on the re-construction of the
DeGayner flats building, corner [of]
Carpenter avenue and West B street, partly
destroyed by fire, is progressing rapidly
under the direction of Neil P. Gill, resident
engineer for the Phelps-Drake Construction
company. About 25 men are employed on
the job.

Only one story of the structure will be
retained, and a new roof provided for that.
The building, it is expected, will be
completed within a month.
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With the exception of the bakery shop,
which occupied the West B street store site,
all of the former business places in the
structure have applied for quarters, Mr.
DeGayner said.

The Iron Mountain Gas company will
utilize all of its former space and the added
site vacated by the O’Connor bakery shop.
Others who are expected to go back into
the building are Ivan Stromberg, grocer,
and Allyn’s Hats and Dresses.

Men employed on the job are being
selected by Mr. DeGayner from his own list
of unemployed married men in the
community, he said.

Sub-contracts will be let for the lighting,
heating and plumbing in the building within
the next few days.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain-
Kingsford, Dickinson County, Michigan,
Volume 14, Number 235 [Wednesday,
January 16, 1935], page 1, column 1;
page 2, columns 1-3

Fire Wipes Out Mercantile
Building; Loss is $90,000

Four Business Estab-
lishments Destroyed;
Origin Not Known.,

NOTHING SAVED.

Quick Action Prevents
Spread To M.E.
Church and Garage.
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Four business establishments were
wiped out and damage estimated between
$90,000 and $95,000 - including building,
stock and fixtures — resulted when fire of
undetermined origin, starting at about 10:45
o'clock last night, destroyed the Iron
Mountain Mercantile company’s building,
West B street. It was the most disastrous
fire in this city in many years.

The morning only the walls, steel pillars
and girders and two brick chimneys were
standing, and at noon eight streams of
water were still pouring into the smoldering
ruins.

Firemen fought the blaze in a 22-below-
zero temperature during the night and early
morning.

Besides the Mercantile company’s meat
and grocery departments, the jewelry
partnership of Walter Flatt and Harmon
McCarthy, the Allyn dress shop and the
Actual Business college, located in the
building owned by the Mercantile company,
were wrecked. Officers of the Mercantile
placed their loss by damage to building,
stock and fixtures at about $70,000; the
jewelry store and dress shop, between
$4,000 and $5,000 each, and the Actual
Business college, about $3,000.

Mercantile Fully Covered

The Mercantile damage was fully
covered by insurance, Abe Gronlund,
president of the corporation[,] stated. Mr.
and Mrs. George Allyn, of the dress shop,
estimated their insurance coverage as ‘little
more than half.” Flatt and McCarthy this
morning said their insurance policies were
locked in a safe now buried in the ruins,
and were unable to fix their coverage. R.F.
Dundon, proprietor of the Actual Business
college, said he had “very little” insurance,
and reckoned his loss as “almost
complete.”

Quick action of the Iron Mountain fire
department, assisted by the Ford Motor



MENOMINEE RANGE HISTORY - FIRES — DICKINSON
COUNTY, MICHIGAN

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings]

company’s equipment, and the added
protection of stout, stone walls on either
side, saved the E.J. DeGayner garage,
corner of Carpenter Avenue and B street,
and the Central M.E. church, adjacent to
the Mercantile building on the east. The
east wall of DeGayner’s and the west wall
of the church were blackened with smoke
and heavily caked with ice today, and a
small quantity of water had seeped into the
garage office. Considerable smoke crept
into the garage building, but no serious
damage resulted.

All of the cars stored in DeGayner’s
garage last night, including five new
passenger cars, a new truck, some second-
hand units and a number of cars left there
for overnight storage, were taken out safely
last night, and the new cars and those left
for over-night storage being taken to the
Northern Battery company’s garage, on
East Hughitt street. All of the furniture and
most of the fixtures in the DeGayner
apartment, over the garage, were taken out,
some being moved to the Iron Mountain
Gas company’s office across the corner,
and the rest being taken elsewhere for
safe-keeping.

Trooper Overcome

Trooper Watkins, of the lron Mountain
detachment of state police, working with
Troopers Carstensen, Young and Gilmer in
removing furniture and fixtures from the
DeGayner apartment, and cars from the
garage below, was slightly overcome after
his third trip into the smoke-filled building,
but he was quickly revived. Troopers also
were instrumental in salvaging Gronlund’s
car, stored in the rear of the Mercantile.

Crowds of spectators, attracted by the
curling, black smoke which swept over the
city, and the flames which leaped high into
the air as the blaze reached its peak, stood
about watching the fire and the efforts of
troopers and others to salvage equipment.
Despite the frigid temperature, the intense
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heat could be felt for a considerable
distance and spectators crowded as close
as possible for the double purpose of
watching the spectacle at close range, and
to benefit from the heat.
Alarm Turned In

An unidentified man turned in the alarm
at 10:45 o’clock last night, and the crew
from number one station, with Chief Mike
Scolatti in charge, answered it. A call was
sent immediately to number two station. At
about 1:30 o’clock a truck arrived from the
Ford plant with additional hose, and men, in
charge of Hiram Byers. The Ford firemen
stayed at the blaze until about 3:30 a.m.,
but the Ford hose was still in use at noon.

When the firemen arrived at the scene
they found the blaze already well under
way, apparently centered in the basement
near the rear of the building and behind the
Flatt and McCarthy jewelry. The Mercantile
had a central heating plant, and the
basement lay-out included several rooms
and compartments, the furnace and boiler
room being located at about the point
where the blaze was discovered.

Eight Steams Working

Hooking onto five hydrants within an
area of a block or more in every direction
form the building, the firemen soon had
eight streams of water playing full force into
the structure, and from all sides. In all,
about 5,500 feet of hose, including all of the

(Continued on Page 2, column 1)

$90,000 LOSS
AS MERCANTILE
IS WIPED OUT

Flames Wreck Four Iron
Mountain Business
Establishments
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equipment from both city stations and about
900 feet from the Ford plant, were in use at
the height of the blaze.

For a time it appeared that the blaze
had been partially stifled, and its progress
definitely checked. Suddenly, however, the
plate-glass window in the front of the Allyn
shop crashed in, taking with it a rush of air
that immediately sent a spiral of red and
blue flame leaping skyward. In the next few
moments, fire enveloped the interior, and
the wave of heat sweeping outward told the
full story of that blast of air through the
broken store window.

Meanwhile, Gronlund, Mrs. Allyn, Flatt
and Dundon had been notified, and all
arrived at about the same time. Mr. Allyn
was at work at the Ford plant when word
reached him.

Removes Cars, Fixtures

DeGayner, learning immediately of the
blaze and waiting only long enough to note
that it was mounting steadily, enlisted aid in
getting the cars out of his garage, and the
furniture and fixtures from the living
guarters above.

Paul Gingrass, sheriff, arrived soon after
the alarm and joined city and state police in
keeping the crowd back.

When it became apparent, shortly after
midnight, that the building itself was
doomed, the firemen concentrated their
efforts on the east, west and rear walls of
the structure, and that plan proved
effective. At about 1:30 a.m., the second
floor of the building, loudly crackling at first
as if in warning, crumbled with a roar into
the flaming mass beneath. With that crash
went all the equipment of the Actual
business [sic — Business] college.

Burns Self Out

Thereafter, despite the eight, full-

pressure streams which played steadily into
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the ruins, the blaze burned itself out and, as
the flames died away, only the steel pillars
and girders, one half-wrecked brick partition
and the two, brick chimneys were
silhouetted against the sky. Rows of
blackened cans stood out on the steel-
shelving which still clung against the west
wall of the Mercantile. There was nothing
else but black, smoking ashes.

This morning, lines of hose stretched
web-like in every direction form the building,
much of it, immediately around the
structure, submerged in water, slush or
solid ice. Weary firemen plodded about,
readjusting their lines and warning
passersby against the danger of toppling
walls. And perched crazily against a pole,
in front of the Allyn dress shop, was a
badly-dishevelled [sic — disheveled] clothes
form, its bright apparel coated with icicles.
It was the only article taken from the shop.

It was a busy, almost frantic scene at
the DeGayner garage. Volunteers darted
back and forth in and out of the building,
and cars were shooting frontward and
backward out of the south and west doors.
Trooper Watkins, on his third trip, brought
out a car but collapsed, for a moment, in
the seat. He was quickly resuscitated and
went back to work. Another trooper dived
into the smoke-filled garage at the rear of
the Mercantile, for Gronlund’s car, backed it
half out and the engine stalled. The trooper
climbed out the door, scrambled up over
the top of the car and dropped down in
back, clear of the smoke. The car was
pulled to safety.

College to Re-Open

Only one of the businessmen whose
establishments were destroyed could
announce any plans for the future this
morning. That was R.F. Dundon, of the
Actual Business college, where 22 students
had been enrolled. “The business college
will definitely be reopened,” Dundon said,
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“—where and when, | can’t say. | will find a
place somewhere, and the work will go on.”

The Actual Business college was
established in Iron Mountain in 1908, and
had been located in the Mercantile building
for the past 14 years. Included in the
equipment destroyed last night were 12
typewriters, about 75 desks, tables and
chairs, and all of the records. The
equipment and fixtures were valued,
Dundon said, at about $3,000. “It's just
about a total loss,” he added. “There will
have to be some financing before | can start
up again. | hope that any persons with
accounts owing the business college will do
what they can to assist.”

Total Damage

The Mercantile damage was total, not a
single item being saved. Only yesterday, it
was learned, an insurance agent had
checked the policies held by his company
for the Mercantile, and had persuaded
Gronlund to add another $5,000 to his
coverage. Several agencies, it was said,
shared in the coverage, and adjusters are
expected here probably tomorrow to check
the loss.

Gronlund was unable to say whether the
business will be re-established. The Iron
Mountain Mercantile company, formerly a
co-operative concern, was incorporated in
1910, but had occupied the Mercantile
building for some time previous to that. The
officers are A.E. Gronlund, vice-president,
and Peter Broullire, treasurer. The building,
likewise, was owned by the corporation.

Eight employes [sic — employees] of the
Mercantile were thrown out of work by last
night’s blaze.

The Allyn Dress shop had occupied
store space in the first floor of the building
for the past two years, or since the previous
costly fire at the DeGayner flats, also at
Carpenter and B streets. The loss in stock
and fixtures there was estimated at about
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$4,500, of which slightly more than half was
covered by insurance.

Inventory of the Allyn stock, according to
Mr. Allyn, was taken only a few days ago, at
which time he had expressed the thought to
his wife that more insurance could be
carried. Nothing was done about it,
however, he added.

No Plans For Future

The Allyns today announced no plans
for the future.

Walter Flatt, for many years a jeweler
here, and having been variously located
during his business in the city, said today
that watch and jewelry-repairing tools
owned by him to the value of more than
$1,000 were destroyed. Harmon McCarthy,
of Vulcan, his partner in the business since
the store was located in the Mercantile two
months ago, also lost a considerable
amount in tools.

All of the gems, watches, etc., as well as
insurance papers and other valuables, were
locked in the safe, Flatt said. The safe
went down when the floor collapsed early
this morning and was still in the ruins at
noon. Flatt, however, had asked Anton
Miench, contractor, to remove it as soon as
possible, so that he could check up on his
insurance coverage. Flatt said he had “five
or six” policies, but did not know whether
there were all in force. Consequently, he
said, he could not even approximately
estimate his loss.

Flatt’s business was destroyed last night
on the site adjoining the location in which
he first entered the business in Iron
Mountain. Thereafter he was located in the
new Wolf building on Stephenson avenue,
between B and C street, and, before
moving into the Mercantile, in the
Blackstone Taxi building where he occupied
a site, jointly, with Thor Lieungh, music
dealer and instructor.

‘I haven’t any plans for the future,” Flatt
said this morning. “l won’t know how I
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stand until | can get into the safe and
examine the policies there. Unless it's what
| hope it is, | may have to look around for a
job.”

State troopers stayed at the scene until
about 5 o’clock this morning. City police
and county deputies were still patrolling the
area shortly before noon.

Approximately 800,000 gallons of water
had been poured into the fire up to noon
today, according to the estimates at the city
filtration plant.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 18,
Number 178 [Saturday, November 12,
1938], page 1, columns 6-8; page 2,
column 1

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church Destroyed By
Fire; Loss $60,000

Blaze Starts In Base-
ment; Spreads With
Lightning Rapidity

IN NIGHT TIME

Damage Partially Cov-
ered By Locally Is-
sued Insurance

Fire of undetermined origin last night
destroyed St. Mary’s Catholic church, West
B street, at a loss of between $60,000 and
$75,000, the second similar major church
catastrophe in Iron Mountain in the last
eight years. In the spring of 1930 St.
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Joseph’s Catholic church, just a block away
on West A street, was also levelled [sic —
leveled] by flames and has since been
replaced by a stone structure.

The damage at St. Mary’s is partly
covered by $25,000 in locally issued
insurance policies on the building itself, but
not the fixtures, although there may be
some outside policies upon which no check
was available today.

The church was unoccupied at the time
that the fire, starting in the southeast corner
of the basement, quickly spread. An eight-
inch space between the plaster and outer
wall of the brick veneer structure provided a
flue up which the flames shot with lightning
like rapidity and roared through the attic.

Sends In Alarm

Smoke billowing from the church was
noticed by William Disher, residing across
the street, who turned in the alarm to the
fire department at 9:18 p.m.  Shortly
thereafter the Ford fire department also
arrived on the scene and eight lines of hose
were played upon the flames.

The pastor, the Rev. Fr. Frank A.
Seifert, is now recuperating in Albuquerque,
N.M., from a siege of pneumonia and the
church was in charge of the Rev. Fr. Robert
Cordy, assistant and an Iron Mountain
young man who was ordained into the
priesthood at Marquette in June. Fr. Cordy
said his first mass in St. Mary’s.

The church rectory is located about 125
feet distant in the same block, but Fr. Cordy
was not at home when the fire was
discovered. However, he arrived within a
few minutes and donning a gas mask
obtained from the fire department he

entered the church and removed the
Blessed Sacrament. Others aided him in
saving vestments, candelabra, sacred

vessels and other appurtenances of the
altar.

Overhead flames were eating at the
ceiling and altar as Fr. Cordy entered and
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melting wax from the altar candles dripped

over his clothing. However, he succeeded

in bringing out all of the altar essentials.
Sparks Drift Far

For a period of three hours the fire
department pumped 750 gallons of water a
minute into the flaming building. Sparks
were carried high into the air and drifted
considerable distances, but no other fires
resulted. Hundreds of spectators gathered
at the scene, but were restrained from
venturing too close.

The fire was brought under control
about 2:45 a.m., at which time it was
‘smudging”.  The entire interior of the
church had been eaten out, and only the
four bare walls remained.

One of the spectacular incidents was
the toppling of the steeple, which occurred
about 10 o’clock. With a spiral of flames
licking about the cone, it fell inward with a
resounding crash, taking with it the bell.

Because of the nature of the fire and the
construction of the building itself it was
immediately realized there was little hope of
saving the church, although in 1930 a fire in
the rear was extinguished without
substantial damage. Much repair work had
been done on the building this summer,
including installation of a new roof, but once
the flames reached the aperture in the brick
veneer there was no checking them.

Flames Race Swiftly

Progressing swiftly from the front, the
fire raced to the rear and soon the church
was a roaring furnace from which there
were occasional loud thuds as some fixture
fell through to the basement. It was the
most serious blaze in Iron Mountain since
the St. Joseph church fire, but the later
occurred in the daytime.

No one could ascribe a definite cause
for the fire. Mike Scolatti, fire chief who
was on duty throughout the night, said he
was certain electrical wiring was not
responsible as when the department arrived
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lights were still burning in the church. In
addition, the heating plant was in the rear,
whereas the fire started at the front.

Within recent weeks attempts have
been made to rob the offering boxes in the
church and one theory was that a prowler in
an effort to find a key for the boxes may
have dropped a match, or even a cigaret
[sic — cigarette].

In a long distance telephone
conversation this morning Fr. Seifert

(Turn To Page 2, Column 1)

CATHOLIC CHURCH
IS DESTROYED BY
NIGHT TIME FIRE

Loss In St. Mary’s Blaze
$60,000 Or More; Par-
tially Covered

(Continued from Page One)
expressed keen regret over the destruction
of the church, but said that apparently it
was something that could not be avoided
and the situation would have to be met
without flinching.

Just what is to be done now remains
with the Most Rev. Joseph Plagens, bishop
of the diocese of Marquette, who as yet has
given no indication of what his plans may
be.

Erected in 1892

St. Mary’s church was erected in 1892.
In succession it has had as pastors the
Rev. Frs. F.X. Becker, F. Chebul, J.P.
Kunes, A.J. Doser, N.H. Nosbisch, John
Kraker, James Corcoran, J. Mockler, the
late P.N. Fillion and Fr. Seifert, the latter
being assigned little more than a year ago.

The congregation comprises about 400
families and the church itself was rich laden
with mementoes and sacred treasures that
cannot be replaced.
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It was the fifth serious Catholic church
fire in this district within the last eight years.
In addition to St. Joseph’s, churches were
destroyed in Hancock and Flat Rock and
the Cathedral in Marquette was so badly
damaged that it had to be entirely rebuilt.

Parishioners Get Invitation

Commenting on the loss of the church,
Fr. Fr. Joseph Dufort, pastor of St.
Joseph’s, stated:

“The members of the congregation of St.
Joseph’s and their pastor extend to the
members of St. Mary’s, their pastor and
assistant pastor, their deepest sympathy for
the loss suffered by the destruction of their
church, by fire of unknown origin.

“‘We are extending to them all a cordial
invitation to use our church for divine
services at all times.”

Fr. Dufort then announced services at
St. Joseph’s as follows: Masses for the
congregation at 8, 9:15 and 10:30 a.m., to
which all are welcome.

For the time being, the pastor said,
there will be a special mass at St. Joseph’s
for members of St. Mary’s congregation at 7
a.m., and four masses at the Church of the
American Martyrs in Breitung, at 7, 8, 9 and
10 a.m..

The priests of St. Mary’s congregation
will hear confessions at St. Joseph’s at 3
and 7:15 p.m., on Saturdays.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 20,
Number 21 [Saturday, May 4, 1940],
page 3, column 1

Fire Destroys
Nightingale
Pavilion
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Only the chimney rising from the center
of the still smoking ruins remained today of
the Nightingale dance pavilion, situated
about four miles north of the city, and which
was destroyed by a fire of unknown original
[sic — origin] shortly after 3 o’clock this
morning.

The fire department received the call
about 3:05 a.m. Chief Mike Scolatti was
notified and called the Riverside club in
Wisconsin to verity the report. He was told
that flames and smoke were pouring from
every section of the building.

Because there were no facilities for fire
fighting at the Nightingale and as no read is
available to the edge of the nearby
Menominee river, Scolatti did not order out
his equipment. He drove to the scene,
however, and when he arrived the west wall
and roof had already collapsed.

The entrance to the structure was the
last to crash into the flames, less than half
an hour after the blaze was reported.

Built in 1925

The Nightingale was constructed in
1925 by F.E. Parmelee and Sons and was
a popular dance resort. The construction
cost was variously reported at from $40,000
to $50,000, including equipment.

It was the second dance pavilion fire in
that area, Pine Gardens, almost directly
across the road from the Nightingale, [sic]
having been destroyed several years ago.
Pine Garden [sic — Gardens] was owned by
Joe Andrews, who still lives near the site.

The fire is believed to have started in
the kitchen and travelled along the west
wall. The blaze was reported shortly after
the building was closed, following a meeting
of Standard Oil dealers and officials. It was
the annual spring conference of the district
and local oil salesmen, with officials of the
Green Bay branch.

Although Parmelee could not be located
this morning, it was reliably reported that
the loss is covered by insurance.
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The building was of frame and stucco
construction. Paper trimmings on the
ceiling provided ready fuel for the blaze,
which travelled rapidly before a brisk wind.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 21,
Number 38 [Saturday, May 24, 1941],
page 2, column 1

Three Hurt
In Early
Morning Blaze

Three firemen were injured, a fourth
narrowly escaped being trapped, and
damage estimated at from $20,000 to
$25,000 resulted early this morning when
flames gutted the second floor and
damaged the first floor of the Eskil building
on East Hughitt street.

The Archie Studio, on the second floor,
and Nelson’s market, on the first, bore the
brunt of the damage.

Injured were firemen Jack Rahoi, who
suffered burns about the head and face and
cuts and burns on both hands; Theodore
Hallman, burned about the head, face and
hands, and Harry Person, burned on the
face and one ear.

They were injured when they were
caught in a sheet of flame and blown down
the stairs leading to Archie’s studio on the
second floor of the building. The sudden
burst of flame came when approximately

2,000 pounds of photographic film
exploded.
As the firemen tumbled from the

building, a column of flame more than 100
feet high shot from the roof, followed by a
billowing puff of yellow smoke.
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Fireman Alphonse Fuse, playing a hose
on the flames from the rear of the second
floor, was knocked down by the blast and
momentarily stunned, but escaped without
injury.

Firemen fought the blaze for more than
three hours. At times five streams of water
were pouring into the blazing structure.
Spread Rapidly

Discovered shortly before 4 a.m. today,
the fire had spread between the partitions
of the 50-year-old building before an alarm
was telephoned to the fire department.

The blaze apparently started in the rear
of Nelson’s Food mart in the first floor, and
spread to the second floor photographic
studio. A few minutes after the flames were
discovered, thick, yellow smoke poured
from the building as celluloid films in the
studio ignited.

Fumes from the burning film drove
fremen from the building after a few
minutes, and they were replaced by others
wearing gas masks. Hallman and Rahoi
were wearing masks, and without helmets
when they were caught and burned in the
blast of film.

Dave Archie, proprietor of the studio,
said there was from 1,500 to 2,000 pounds
of film and negatives stored in the two rear
rooms of the second floor. He estimates
his loss at $5,000.

Grocery stock was a complete loss and
fixtures were damaged by both fire and
water in the Nelson market. Damage there
was estimated at from $4,000 to $6,000.

Loss to the building, owned by J.J. Eskil,
was estimated at $15,000.

Archie had worked in the studio until
about 11 last night, and everything
appeared in order when he left the building,
he said.

Blaze Discovered

The blaze was discovered by a patron at
Happy’'s Lunch, a few doors west on
Hughitt, who smelled smoke. Investigation
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showed it was coming from the Eskil
building, and an alarm was sent in.

As firemen broke glass in the doors to
enter, dense smoke poured from the
building. As [sic — At] first the blaze
appeared to be confined to the rear of the
market and studio, but spread rapidly until
the interior of the second floor glowed red
beneath the heavy smoke.

As flames ate into the negative storage
rooms, the heat became intense. Suddenly
there was a dull roar as the films explored.
Archie explained that of the 23,000 old
orders stored in the studio, most of them
were old-style, explosive film. Non-
explosive film was not developed until
recent years.

Rahoi and Hallman were thrown from
the head of [the] stairs into the street by the
force of the blast.

In the rear of the building, Fuse was
heard to call for help, but he staggered to a
second floor gallery unaided as other
firemen rushed to his assistance.

Rahoi and Hallman were taken to the
General hospital for treatment of first and
second degree burns, and released.

The Knights of Pythias club rooms in the
adjoining building were damaged by smoke,
but no estimate of the damage was
available. Also damaged by smoke were
the Sward billiard parlor and the Sanitary
laundry.

Loss on the Eskil building and stock and
equipment in the Nelson [market] and
Archie studio was partially covered by
insurance.

The Iron Mountain News, lron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 21,
Number 39 [Monday, May 26, 1941],
page 2, column 2

Fire Breaks Out Again at Studio
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Fire broke out anew, for a short time
yesterday morning, at the Archie Studio in
the Eskil building, east Hughitt street, where
damage estimated at $20,000 resulted in
an early-morning blaze Saturday.

Firemen extinguished the second blaze
in about 30 minutes, after it was discovered
by a watchman. The fire was believed to
have been caused by a spark which was
fanned into flames by a brisk wind. No
additional damage was done.

Fire Chief Mike Scolatti today said he
believed the Saturday fire started in a rear
room in the Nelson market. Flames had
spread through the partitions to the second
floor studio before firemen arrived.

Firemen Jack Rahoi, Theodore Hallman
and Harry Person were back on duty
yesterday and today, swathed in bandages.
Hallman, the most seriously burned, and
Rahoi were blown down the stairway form

the studio when nearly a ton of
photographic film stored in the studio
exploded.

Hallman suffered burns on the head and
face; Rahoi was burned about the face,
neck and hands, and Person was burned
on the face, neck and ears.

The Iron Mountain News, lron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 23,
Number 225 [Wednesday, January 5,
1944], page 2, column 1

$30,000 Loss
In Blaze At
M.E. Church

Only  blackened, crumbling walls
remained shortly after noon today of the 61-
year-old Central Methodist Episcopal
church, West B street, which was destroyed
by fire of unknown origin at an estimated
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loss of $30,000, about half of which is
covered by insurance.

Smoke pouring from the building at
about 11 this morning was noticed by
employes [sic — employees] of Frick’s
Bakery, adjoining to the west, who notified
the fire department and the Rev. Percy
Lomas, pastor, at his home. The latter said
he was in the church at 10 this morning,
and saw nothing wrong.

There was no fire in the church furnace
last night or early this morning, although it
was said a heating stove was lighted last
night, in an ante-room of the basement, for
a Boy Scout meeting.

Hurrying to the church when told of the
fire, the Rev. Lomas tried to enter, but was
driven back by smoke and flames.

Fire Spread Quickly

Firemen played three streams of water
into the structure, one from the roof of the
adjoining bakery, but the blaze, fanned by a
stiff cross-wind, gained rapid headway.
Flames burst quickly through the roof and
upper walls, and clouds of black smoke
rolled out over the area.

Many spectators, including high school
students, watched the blaze.

Built in 1882, the church was one of the
oldest structures in the city. The old walls,
dried and porous through long-standing,
were ready fuel for the fire.

Organ Lost

Lying in the charred embers today was
the organ installed only five years ago and
presented to the church by children of the
late Richard Hosking, who died Nov. 11,
1937. Lost also was the new pulpit Bible
given by Mrs. Eldred Roberts and John
Thomas, both of this city, in memory of their
mother, Mrs. Bessie Thomas, who died
Jan. 1, 1937.

The church was redecorated last
summer by members who contributed their
labor.
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Insurance of $14,000 is carried on the
building and $500 on the contents,
according to the McGregor agency, which
has the coverage.

The old parsonage, adjoining the church
to the east, and which has been closed
since the Rev. Lomas became pastor, was
not damaged. This building was sold by the
church some time ago, and has already
been ordered razed.

The Rev. Lomas, residing at 407 West
B, said he would call the trustees together
in the next few days, [sic] to discuss future
plans.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, 29th Year,
Number 237 [Thursday, January 19,
1950], page 1, columns 1-4; page 2,
columns 1-3; page 3, columns 2-4
[photograph]

$200,000 Fire Destroys
First Covenant Church

Sub-Zero Wind
Fans Flames:
Nothing Saved

Fanned by a cold west wind which sent
the mercury to 17 below zero, fire, breaking
out at 6:30 last night in the basement of the
First Covenant church, Iron Mountain,
razed the 60-year-old structure at a loss
estimated by the pastor, the Rev. Phillip
Frykholm, as close to $200,000.

Nothing was saved. Valuable
furnishings — including a Hammond electric
organ, a new grand piano, two prized
original paintings, a completely-equipped
library, and choir robes, purchased recently
at a cost of $750, were lost.
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The loss was only partially covered by
insurance.

The alarm was turned in at 6:30 last
night at the Iron Mountain fire station by
Albert Michela, residing at 307 East
Ludington street, directly east of the church.
Fireman Zambon took the report at the
station.

He Saw Smoke

“I'm sure,” Michela told the fireman, “that
First Covenant church is on fire. | saw
smoke around the edges of the windows
and when | went closer there was a sudden
puff of smoke.”

Lieut. Valenti, in charge of the
department at the time, summoned Chief
Scolatti from his home and dispatched a
truck and crew to the church.

Chief Scolatti, who responded
immediately, entered the church with
Valenti in an effort to locate the source of
the fire so hose lines could be used more
effectively.

Although both men wore gas masks,
they were almost blinded as they forced
their way through dense smoke and flames.

“The smoke billowing from the
basement was so dense it was almost
‘solid,” Scolatti said. “It was apparent that
the fire had started in the basement and
had made considerable headway. We
could feel the heat immediately blowing up
through the floor,” the chief added.

Calls Second Crew

Determining that the fire was in the
lower portion of the church, Chief Scolatti
ordered water poured into the basement
and then summoned a second crew, putting
all the men of the department into the fight.

The Kingsford fire department, called by
a spectator, responded quickly and Chief
Jossens and his men worked with Chief
Scolatti and the Iron Mountain department.

Despite the heavy streams of water
poured onto the fire by eight hose lines, the
flames continued to spread and soon the
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church was ablaze. When the fire was at
its height, radio station WMIQ cancelled the
program then in progress to permit Merv
Baldrica and Frank Thibert to tell the
dramatic story over the air.

Radio lines were extended from the
studio of WMIQ on East Ludington to a
point near Iron Mountain street, about 50
yards from the flaming church. Baldrica
and Thibert remained at the scene during
the height of the blaze, describing its fiery
progress through the structure, until the
ceiling and walls finally tumbled into the
flaming mass, sending showers of sparks
into the air.

Hundreds of spectators braved the cold
to watch the blaze.

Roof Falls In

The roof of the church fell in at 7:30 —
only an hour after the fire was first reported
— and one section of the upper north wall
crumbled in a fiery shower at 8 o’clock.

The fire, which was still smoldering at
noon today, had faded by 10 a.m., when
only the shell of the building remained
standing.

The hundreds of persons, on foot and in
cars, who rushed to the scene presented a
traffic problem. Chief Reno Romagnoli,
Sgt. Frank Pipp and Officers Bert Pozza
and Vance Sparapana, assisted by Sheriff
Amedio Pesavento and his deputies, kept
the crowd back form the burn-

(Turn to page 2, column 1)

Fire Destroys
Church In
[ron Mountain

(Continued from Page 1)
ing building, where there was danger from
falling bricks and timbers.
Spectators were also moved away from
the intersection as a safeguard against
possible falling wires.
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The Wisconsin-Michigan Power
company dispatched a lineman who shut off
the east side street lights — extending
through the intersection — as a precaution.
Three line experts were also ordered to
stand by for immediate action in the event
any “hot” lines might come down.

Cut Off Lights

The streets to the west, north and east
of the burning church were jammed with
spectators, who slipped and slid about as
the surface of the road became covered
with ice and water. Spray from the hose
lines — and which by morning had encased
the gutted church in an armor of ice — fell
and froze on the helmets and rubber coats
of the firemen, who fought the blaze with
mitts frozen to their hands.

Learning the plight of the firemen, the
Rev. Arthur E. Ellison, pastor of Immanuel
Baptist, nearbv, ordered the basement of
his church opened. Women of the Ladies’
Aid society also were summoned and soon
produced pots of steaming coffee which

they served to fire fighters [sic -
firefighters], the police, volunteers and
spectators. Boxes of rolls were sent by

Romeo Rocheleau, of the Home Bakery,
and by Happy’s Lunch.
Served Coffee

Firemen, summoned to the church for
brief periods of rest, were helped out of
their frozen coats and served hot coffee
while their mitts were being dried out in the
oven of an electric stove. By 10:30, when
only a few scattered groups of spectators
remained, women of the church estimated
that they had served coffee to 500 persons.

‘We were warmly thanked by the
freman and volunteers for serving the
coffee. We, in turn, desire to thank the
neighbors and friends who helped us during
the evening,” said a member of the Aid.

Firemen remained at the scene all night,
and this morning Chief Scolatti said he
expected that the ruins would smolder until
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crossed the
street

tonight. Hose lines still
Ludington and Iron Mountain
intersection this morning.

Church Opened at 5

In a report today, the Rev. Mr. Frykholm
said the custodian, Ted Carlson, was in the
church at 5 last night and found everything
in order at that time.

‘He went to the church to check the
thermostat on the heating equipment,” the
pastor said. “In an effort to conserve on
fuel, we were heating only the lower
auditorium and keeping the upper hall just
warm enough to prevent freezing.”

Chief Scolatti today commended the
men of his department, the Kingsford fire
department and volunteers for their part in
fighting the blaze and keeping it from
spreading to the Michela residence, to the
east, and the recreation rooms of the
church in the former John Carlson
residence immediately adjacent to the
church on the south. The latter was only
recently converted into a recreation center,
attached to the church by a covered
areaway.

Appreciation

‘I want to commend all who assisted in
any way in fighting last night’s fire,” Chief
Scolatti said. “I am grateful to Chief
Jossens and the men of the Kingsford fire
department who fought side by side with
the Iron Mountain men. The cooperation
which we received is greatly appreciated.”

Michela, whose family was unable to
remain in the house last night owing to
smoke and water damage, likewise
expressed appreciation to the many
persons who called to offer over-night
lodging. “It was a fine gesture and we are
very grateful,” he said.

Some of the furniture in the Michela
residence was removed by volunteers when
the fire was at its height.

The church was the fourth destroyed by
fire in Iron Mountain since 1930. Central
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Methodist was levelled [sic — leveled] on
Jan. 5, 1944, and prior to that two Catholic
churches — St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s —
were lost.

[Caption on page 2, columns 2-3: SUB-
ZERO BATTLERS - Firemen from the Iron
Mountain and Kingsford departments
battled the flames which destroyed the First
Covenant church last night in temperatures
17 degrees below zero. Above, Alden St.
Arnauld, Jack Mitchell and Lieutenant Jack
Rahoi, of the Iron Mountain unit, are
handling one of the eight streams used to
combat the blaze. (News Photo)]

[Caption on page 3, columns 2-4:
CHURCH RUINS - Only brick walls were
standing this morning after last night’s
$200,000 fire which destroyed the First
Covenant church on East Ludington street.
Pictured above is the south wall. The entire
east wall toppled over and only portions of
the north and west walls remained
standing. Workmen were scheduled to
raze all walls this afternoon.]

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, 30th Year,
Number 215 [Thursday, December 21,
1950], page 2, columns 1-4 [including
photograph]; page 1, columns 2-4
[photograph]

Heavy Damage By Fire
At Trinity Episcopal Church

Fire, discovered at 11:15 this morning
by the rector, the Rev. J. William
Robertson, caused approximately $50,000
damage to Holy Trinity Episcopal church, B
and Prospect streets, before it was brought
under control shortly before 1 o’clock. The
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interior of the building was destroyed and
the walls charred beyond repair.

“We consider the church a complete
loss,” the rector said.

The damage was estimated by the
pastor, who said the congregation carried
$40,000 worth of insurance on the building
and about $10,000 on the furnishings.

Out of Control

Shortly before noon, when it appeared
that the fire was out of control, scores of
spectators - including women -
volunteered to enter the basement to carry
out tables, chairs, drapes and other
furnishings. The piano was taken out
shortly before 12:10, when it was reported
by Chief M.J. Scolatti, who directed his men
in fighting the fire, that everything movable
had been saved.

A short time later the chief entered the
building, wearing a gas mask, and directed
by H.K. Wilson, lay reader of the church,

removed and carried to safety the
sacraments, Bible and other altar
furnishings.

The baptismal font, the chest containing
altar linens and other smaller items of
equipment were likewise saved. There was
no information at 1 this afternoon as to how
much damage was done the pipe organ,
which was too large to be removed, or to
the altars. The organ and altar were afire
shortly before noon.

In Building

According to the report given Chief
Sculatti, Sam Tretheway, janitor, was in the
building at 11:10 this morning to check the
furnace. The stoker, he said, was not
running at the time and the fire was banked
to keep a low heat in the church.

‘I saw nothing wrong,” Tretheway told
the Rev. Mr. Robertson.

The latter, who resides in the rectory
just east of the church, looked out the
window of his home at 11:15 and saw wisps
of smoke seeping from beneath the
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basement door. He ran to the church,
opened the door and was met by a rush of
smoke which drove him back. The alarm
was turned in to the Iron Mountain fire
department at 11:17.

First Truck Out

The first truck, in charge of Lieut. Jack
Rahoi, was on the scene at 11:19 and
quickly had the first three hose lines
attached. After entering the church, Chief
Scolatti, who said the fire was burning
between the walls, called for
reinforcements.

The second crew, in charge of Lieut.
John Valenti, reported with a second truck
at 11:25 and the third crew, in charge of
Lieut. Alphonse Fuse, arrived at 11:30 a.m.

All streets leading to the scene were
criss-crossed by fire hose at 11:30, when all
available fire equipment in the department
was in use.

Showered with water which poured into
the building from all angles and by burning
bits of wood, which were torn loose by the
force of the water, Chief Scolatti directed
most of the work from inside the building.
When the smoke was dense in the early
minutes of the fire, he and his lieutenants,
who worked with him inside and outside the
church, wore gas masks.

Fanned In Vent

The fire, Scolatti said, broke out either in
the south end of the basement, or just
above it. It quickly cut into a cold air vent,
which served as a gigantic fan, sending the
flames upward.

At noon, Lieut. Fuse, with two other men
— Fred Zambon and John Mitchell — went
up ladders to the roof of the church, which
was then afire. They cut a hole through the
shingles and forced a hose line in.

City police, following quickly behind the
fire department, regulated traffic at
Carpenter avenue and B street, which was
heavily crossed with hose, and at B and
Prospect, where hundreds of school
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children — en route home for noon recess —
crowded in on the church grounds.
Patrolmen Bert Pozza and Vance Sparpana
were both on duty at the fire, while Chief
Reno Romagnoli answered calls at the fire
station.

Except for smouldering in the southwest
corner, the fire was out at 1 p.m.

Furniture Stored

Furniture removed from the ruined
church, including the pews, were [sic —was]
being taken by truck to Kesler's garage,
nearby, for storage.

The church, which observed its golden
jubilee on April 14 and 15, 1940, was
founded in 1890. It was built by fund raised
through the efforts of the late John James,
of James and Croll; the Chapin Mining
company, and C.W. Kennedy, of the Millie
Mining company. It was erected on B street
at a cost, including everything, of $4,800. It
had since undergone extensive repairs.

The church was opened for the first time
on Easter Sunday in 1890.

The first baptisms in the church were
celebrated on Oct. 5, 1890, when Robert
Edward Nankivell, Frederick Charles
Southcombe and James Merritt were
accepted into membership.

The first confirmation recorded in early
church history were [sic — was] conducted
by the Rt. Rev. Thomas F. Davies, then
bishop of Michigan, in July, 1890.

The first marriage to occur in the new
congregation was that of Peter Strongman
and Annie Thomas, solemnized on Sept.
20, 1890. The first marriage in the church
was celebrated on Feb. 25, 1892, when
Jennie Hussen was wedded to Henry
Sampson.

[Photograph caption, page 1, columns 2-4:
$50,000 CHURCH FIRE - Smoke billows
from the windows and roof of the Holy
Trinity Episcopal church, at West B and
Prospect, where fire which broke out shortly
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before noon today resulted in an estimated
damage of $50,000. City firemen brought
the blaze under control at 1 p.m. See story
on page two. (lron Mountain News photo)]

[Photograph caption, page 2, columns 3-4:
SMOKE-EATERS - Smoke was an
obstacle to city firemen who battled the
Holy Trinity Episcopal church fire at noon
here today. The picture above shows only
the legs of the fireman who, on the ladder,
is almost enveloped by smoke. (Iron
Mountain news photo)]

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, 40th Year,
Number 83 [Monday, July 18, 1960], page
1, columns 2-4 [photograph of school in
flames]; page 3, column 3

Old School
Gutted By
Noon Fire

Fire which broke out shortly before noon
today, [sic] gutted the abandoned Lowell
school building on the old Hulst school
property on Madison street, between
Ludington and Hughitt streets.

The building, owned by Fred Snowden,
was vacated three years ago. Prior to
that[,] it was used for several years as a
wood products manufacturing plant. Al
equipment had been removed.

The Lowell school was built in 1906 [sic
— 1904] and with the old Fulton building,
razed several years ago, served the Hulst
junior high school, also razed. The Lowell
school was connected with the Hulst school
by a tunnel, while an overpass was used
between the Fulton and Hulst schools.

The Lowell was abandoned as a school
in 1938, when Hulst school students were
transferred to the new Junior high school.
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Fire Chief M.J. Scolatti said he believed
the fire was started by children playing in
the boarded up building.

Only brick walls remained standing at
1:30 this afternoon. There was no estimate
on the damage.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, 43" Year,
Number 198 [Monday, December 2,
1963], page 2, columns 1-3 [Two
photographs with captions in columns 4-
6]

Fire Destroys Flinn
Hotel; Damage
Upwards Of $50,000

An early morning fire which broke out
shortly after 5 this morning, [sic] destroyed
the Flinn hotel, southwest corner of
Carpenter avenue and Hughitt streets [sic —
street], erasing one of the early Iron
Mountain landmarks, resulting in damage
upwards of $50,000 to a possible $80,000.

Iron Mountain Fire Chief Mike Scolatti
reported that the fire department was
summoned at about 5:15 this morning.
According to Chief Scolatti, the blaze
started in the furnace room of the hotel and
swept upwards through the partitions of the
77-year-old three-story frame building.

While the firemen battled the basement
blaze in dense smoke, the flames shot
upwards between the walls and in a short
time the fire was out of control. Firemen
fought desperately in near-zero weather to
contain the blaze and preventing [sic —
prevent] it from spreading to numerous
nearby buildings. None of the other
buildings were damaged.

Donald Cooper, proprietor of the 32-
room hotel, said the building was occupied
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by 22 guests last night, mostly permanent

residents. Some of the other guests had
left for the weekend.
Cooper said when the alarm was

sounded after smoke started to seep
through the upper floors, all 22 guests were
aroused and safely left the building. All 22
guests were accounted for by mid-morning.

Cooper, who helped arouse the guests,
said he was aided by John Shristnovarich
[sic — Christnovarich — ?], a guest and
musician who plays with the band, [sic]
“The Muleskinnners.” He said the musician
joined him in breaking into all of the 22
rooms and sounding the alarm, enabling all
guests to evacuate the burning hotel safely.

Cooper said that many of the guests,
permanent residents of the hotel, lost all
their clothes and personal belongings in the
fire.

The hotel proprietor said that he had
$30,000 insurance coverage on the building
and contents, which he said would hardly
cover half of the loss. Since Cooper took
over the hotel two years ago, thousands of
dollars in equipment and furnishings have
been added to the rooms, kitchen and
dining room.

Cooper added that the total fire damage
could amount to $80,000 to $90,000.

Cooper also said he had no definite
plans for the future.

Fire Chief Scolatti reported that the city,
[sic] firemen started fighting the blaze at
5:15 this morning and it was about 10:30
before everything was under control. At
noon today, several water hoses were
being played on the smouldering [sic —
smoldering] remains of the building.

According to the records, the hotel was
built in 1886. [NOTE: The Patient Hotel
was built in 1891.] Iron Mountain was
founded in 1879. It was first known as the
Patient hotel and shortly after 1900, it
became the Harding hotel. Since there
have been several owners, the name
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changing [sic — changed] from the Harding
to the Flinn. Cooper took over two years
ago, remodeled the hotel and retained the
name, Flinn.

W. Fred Clarke, manager of the Iron
Mountain  Michigan  Bell  Telephone
company plant, this morning credited the
[ron Mountain firemen with keeping the
phone lines open in several sections of the
city.

He reported that firemen were able to
keep telephone lines near the hotel wet
enough to prevent burning. Had they
burned, telephone service would have been
cut to the entire northwest side of Iron
Mountain, including 25 Location, northside
[sic — the North Side], part of [the] west
side, and the west side of Stephenson
avenue.

CAPTIONS: FIRE LEVELS IRON
MOUNTAIN LANDMARK - The Flinn hotel,
corner [of] Carpenter avenue and Hughitt
street[,] was destroyed by fire this morning.
The fire erased one of the landmarks of the
[ron Mountain pioneer days. Pictured
above is a photo of the building taken over
60 years ago, when it was known as the
Patience [sic — Patient] Hotel [sic]. After the
turn of the century, it became the Harding
hotel. Then it became the Flinn hotel,
which several years ago was taken over by
the present owner, Donald Cooper, of Iron
Mountain, still retaining the Flinn hotel
name. This hotel was built in 1886 [sic —
1891], seven years after Iron Mountain was
founded in 1879. Picture was taken in the
years when a camera brought everybody
out. They all got into the act[,] including the
men perched on the third story roof. (Iron
Mountain News photo copy)

FIREMEN BATTLE HOPELESS BLAZE -
With the fire out of control, Iron Mountain
city firemen are pictured in numbing near-
zero weather this morning battling the fire
which destroyed the Flinn hotel. There was
little to do but play the water on the fire and
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prevent the blaze from spreading to nearby
buildings. Firemen took turns in manning
the hoses. (Iron Mountain News photo)

The Daily News, Iron Mountain-Kingsford,
Dickinson County, Michigan, 61st Year,
Number 272 [Monday, March 1, 1982],
page 1, columns ___ -

Fire destroys
downtown shops

By RON KRAMER
Staff Writer

IRON MOUNTAIN - Damage was
estimated at $1 million in a fire which swept
through three buildings in downtown Iron
Mountain Sunday night.

The three-alarm blaze destroyed the
former Ace Drug Store building, the
Western Auto Store and Isabel’'s Ready-to-
Wear. Firefighters were summoned at 7:13
p.m. and had the blaze under control two
hours later.

All available Iron Mountain firefighters
remained at the scene until 2 a.m. today
when Fire Chief Dick Rahoi sent two crews
back to the fire hall and left one at the
scene as the ruins of the three buildings
continued to burn throughout the night.

The three buildings destroyed by the
blaze are in the 400 block of Stephenson
Avenue (U.S. 2). Firefighters prevented the
fire from spreading to the S.S. Kresge Co.
and Downtown Plaza buildings, which are
on opposite ends of the block. Rahoi said
both structures sustained smoke and water
damage.

The Downtown Plaza
Montgomery Ward building.

There also was some smoke damage in
Joey Jaff’'s Avenue Bar, which is located in

is the former
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a basement between the Kresge building
and The Ace Drug building.

Lt. Donald Legault, commander of the
first crew and pumper unit on the scene,
alerted Chief Rahoi immediately and he
proceeded to call out all available Iron
Mountain firefighters and a second pumper.
A third pumper from the Kingsford Public
Safety Department also was summoned to
fight the raging blaze which attracted
hundreds of spectators to the downtown
area.

Legault said smoke was billowing from
the second floor and rear of the first floor of
the Ace Drug building when firemen arrived
on the scene. The blaze quickly spread to
the front of the Ace Drug building and then
to the Western Auto and Isabel’s buildings.

The fire apparently started at the rear of
the Ace Drug building, according to reports
from eyewitnesses. Some people had
reportedly been working in the building
Sunday until about 6 p.m.

Heat from the fire cracked windows in
stores across the street on Stephenson
Avenue.

Backdrafts resulted in three explosions
during the fire causing flames to flare up
from the front of the Ace Drug and Western
Auto buildings.

Rahoi said he may call in the Michigan
State Police fire marshal’s division to aid in
the investigation of the blaze. He said the
cause of the fire is undetermined.

Police Chief Vance  Sparapana
summoned all available Iron Mountain
police officers to aid in crowd and traffic
control. Traffic was rerouted around the
four blocks of the central business district.

Assisting city police were the Dickinson
County Sheriff's Department, Kingsford
Public Safety Department, Michigan State
Police, Norway Police Department and
Niagara Police Department.

The  Dickinson  County  Sheriff's
Department Search and Rescue Unit also
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was on the scene and used its floodlights to
illuminate the area as firefighters worked to
control the blaze.

An Iron Mountain firefighter, Lt. Frank
Warren, received a gash on the forehead
when he was struck by a hose nozzle. He
was taken by Dickinson County Ambulance

Service to Dickinson County Memorial
Hospital, where he was treated and
released.

Crews from Wisconsin Electric Power
Co. and Michigan Consolidated Gas Co.
also were summoned to the fire. The
power company disconnected lines to the
buildings, cutting off power to a major
portion of the downtown area for about two
hours. Electrical power in a two-block area
south of the 400 block of Stephenson
Avenue was not expected to be restored
until later today.

Gas company crews were still working
this morning to disconnect the gas service
lines at the rear of the buildings destroyed
in the fire.

Mayor John C. O’Donnell, who was at
the scene Sunday night, said a large crane
from J.M. Malin Co. would be used to knock
down the walls of the buildings since they
constituted a safety hazard. He said
Stephenson Avenue would remain closed
until the walls were knocked down.

More on pages 4-5

The Daily News, Iron Mountain-Kingsford,
Dickinson County, Michigan, 61st Year,
Number 272 [Monday, March 1, 1982],
page 4, columns -

Blaze was likely
biggest in history

By RON KRAMER
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and E.H. RONDEAU
Staff Writers

IRON MOUNTAIN — A fire which swept
through three downtown Iron Mountain
store buildings Sunday night might have
been the biggest in the history of the city.

The fire destroyed the former Ace Drug
building, Western Auto Store and Isabel’s
Ready-to-Weatr.

“I believe this one was the biggest ever,”
said Alfonse Fuse, retired Iron Mountain fire
chief. Fuse served for 41 years from 1938
through 1979.

Henry Badini, another retired city
firefighter, said he also believed the blaze
was one of the largest in the city.

Fuse recalled some other major fires in
the city since the 1930s. The blazes
included the Mercantile building, St. Joseph
Church, St. Mary Church, First Covenant
Church, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church,
Central Methodist Church, a former church
on the Northside being used by Immaculate
Church for a parish hall, Mountain Hotel,
Flinn Hotel, Carpenter-Cook building and
Railpost tavern.

The Western Auto Store was owned by
Mr. and Mrs. Don Christy. “We hope to
rebuild in the same location in the next
several months,” Christy said.

“Hopefully, construction will start by mid-
summer. We were overwhelmed by the
support we received form customers and
friends.

‘We want to extend our thanks to the
Iron Mountain Fire Department for their fast
action in preventing the fire from spreading
to the Kresge store and Downtown Plaza.”

The owner of another store destroyed
by the fire also plans to rebuild. “We plan
to rebuild in the same location as soon as
possible,” stated Isabel Pasten, owner of
Isabel’'s Ready-to-Wear.

The owner of the former Ace Drug store
building, Rene Savoie, could not be
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reached for comment on plans for his
building. Savoie moved his drug store to
the Downtown Plaza last year.

‘l want to commend my men and the
others who assisted in preventing the fire
from spreading to the entire block,” Iron
Mountain Fire Chief Dick Rahoi said. “They
did a good job.”

‘| also wanted to thank all the other
departments who assisted us, the
volunteers who helped and the Red Cross
and others who brought food and coffee.”

Firefighters pumped approximately half
a million gallons of water on the fire
between 7:15 p.m. Sunday and 2 a.m.
today.

The Daily News, Iron Mountain-Kingsford,
Dickinson County, Michigan, 61st Year,
Number 273 [Tuesday, March 2, 1982],
page 1, columns 1-5

Arson ruled out as
cause of blaze

By RON KRAMER
Staff Writer

IRON MOUNTAIN - Investigation is
continuing today into the cause of a fire
which destroyed three downtown Iron
Mountain store buildings Sunday night.

Authorities estimated damage in the
three-alarm blaze could run as high as $1
million. The fire was believed to be the
biggest in the city’s history.

Destroyed in the fire were the Western
Auto store, Isabel's Ready-to-Wear store
and the former Ace Drug store in the 400
block of Stephenson Avenue (U.S. 2). Fire
Chief Richard Rahoi said the blaze started
in the Ace Drug building and spread rapidly
to the other two structures.

“‘We have narrowed it down to two or
three possibilities,” Rahoi said, “but I will be

64

working with the state fire marshal’s office
today before we make any statements as to
the cause.”

Detective Sgt. Dan Thomas of the
Michigan State Police fire marshal division
at Negaunee was here today to assist
Rahoi in the investigation of the fire.

Rahoi said arson has been ruled out as
a possible cause of the blaze.

[ron Mountain  firefighters  were
summoned at 7:13 p.m. Sunday after a
woman alerted Iron Mountain police officers
as they were leaving the police department.
Patrolman Larry Trevillian relayed the
message to the fire department which
responded with a pumper, van and crew of
four men.

Rahoi summoned all available off-duty
personnel and a second pumper unit left
the fire station at about 7:20 p.m., fire
officials reported. All 14 Iron Mountain
firefighters battled the blaze which was
brought under control at about 9 p.m.
Firemen remained at the scene throughout
the night and Monday.

[ron Mountain authorities requested
assistance from neighboring Kingsford at
8:15 p.m. and the Kingsford Public Safety
Department dispatched a crew of three with
a pumper.

The combined efforts of the two
departments prevented the blaze from
spreading to buildings at the opposite ends
of the block. Rahoi said the S.S. Kresge
Co. building and Kresge-Khoury building at
the north end of the block and Downtown
Plaza at the south end sustained smoke
and water damage.

Joey Jaff's Avenue Bar, located in the
basement of the Kresge-Khoury building,
sustained only smoke-damage, authorities
noted.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Christy, owners of
[the] Western Auto store, and Isabel
Pasten, owner of Isabel’s Ready-to-Wear,
indicated they plan to rebuild their



MENOMINEE RANGE HISTORY - FIRES — DICKINSON
COUNTY, MICHIGAN

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings]

businesses in the same location. The
former Ace Drug Store building owned by
Rene Savoie was unoccupied.

Savoie said Monday he was in the
process of selling the structure and was in
the building Sunday removing equipment
and other fixtures. “We left about an hour
before the fire and there was nothing wrong
at that time,” Savoie said.

Several people who drove past the
buildings at about 7 p.m. Sunday said they
noticed nothing unusual at that time.

Savoie said he moved his drug store to
the Downtown Plaza a year ago. “The land
has to be worth something,” Savoie noted

when asked about his plans for the
property.
After crews from the Michigan

Consolidated Gas Co. disconnected natural
gas lines Monday morning, a crane from
the J.M. Malin Co. was used to push in the
walls of the three buildings since they were
considered safety hazards.

Stephenson Avenue, which had been
closed to traffic in the area, was reopened
at about 1 p.m. Monday. Iron Mountain
Public Works Department crews cleaned up
debris around the structures and placed
snow-fencing around the smoldering ruins.

Wisconsin Electric Power Co. crews
worked throughout the day to restore
electrical service to a two-block area of the
downtown south of the fire scene. A
spokesman for the power company said
most of the service was restored about 3
p.m. The crews continued to work on
restoring service to some isolated areas
and completed that work at 6 p.m.

“‘We restored service to the entire area
with the exception of the elevator in the
Downtown Plaza building since that is a
three-phase service,” said Bob Belongie of
WEPCO.

“The owners of the building said that did
not pose any problem. We have a crew
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working to restore service to the elevator
today.”

Iron Mountain Mayor John C. O’Donnell
commended the efforts of Rahoi and the
fire department in quelling the blaze. He
also cited the efforts of the city’s police,
public works and water departments which
were pressed into service during the fire.

O’Donnell also expressed his
appreciation to the Kingsford Public Safety
Department, Dickinson County Sheriff's
Department, Norway Police Department
and Niagara Police Department for their
assistance. He also cited the efforts of
Michigan Consolidated Gas Co. and
Wisconsin Electric Power Co. crews.

The mayor noted the Michigan-
Wisconsin Border Area Chapter of the
American Red Cross and local restaurant
owners furnished food and coffee for
firefighters and other personnel working at
the fire.

Kingsford City = Manager  Robert
Langkawel said he was “extremely pleased”
with the efforts of the Kingsford Public
Safety Department in fighting the fire.

“‘Almost all members of the Kingsford
Public Safety Department appeared to offer
help,” Langkawel said. “I personally want to
commend them.”

“Our public safety department is always
ready to assist our neighboring
communities,” Kingsford Mayor Bruno
Maule stated. “There is no charge for this
service. We stand ready to help.”

Maule also pointed out that while the
public safety department was assisting Iron
Mountain  firefighters, adequate fire
protection also was maintained in Kingsford
as off-duty personnel were summoned.

The Daily News, Iron Mountain-Kingsford,
Dickinson County, Michigan, 61st Year,
Number 277 [Saturday, March 6, 1982],
page __ , columns 1-4
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Downtown fire victims
making plans to rebuild
businesses

By RON KRAMER
Staff Writer

IRON MOUNTAIN — The owners of two
downtown Iron Mountain stores destroyed
by fire Sunday are making plans to rebuild
their businesses in the same location.

Isabel Pasten of Isabel’s Ready-to-Wear
and Don and Donna Christy of Western
Auto said they plan to build new stores as
soon as the debris is cleared from the fire
and building plans are completed.

Christy also said he was making
arrangements to rent the former
Montgomery Ward garage in the 200 block
of East A Street until his new store is
completed. “We decided we owe it to our
customers who have warranties that we
would operate out of this building selling
and repairing bicycles and lawn mowers,”
Christy explained.

Isabel Pasten and her husband, the late
Mose Pasten, opened a women’s apparel
store at 421 Stephenson Ave. some 30
years ago.

“l intend to rebuild in the same location,”
Mrs. Pasten said.

‘I decided to rebuild because I'm
interested in my customers and employees.
I’'ve made a lot of nice acquaintances and a
lot of nice customers during the time I've
been in business,” Mrs. Pasten continued.

“l like what | do and I'm interested in my
customers. I'm also interested in staying in
business.”

Mrs. Pasten said she hoped to be in
business in a new store by this fall.

She has eight employees. Beverly
Chartier, Mrs. Pasten’s niece, is assistant
manager. Janet Michaud has been
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employed at Isabel’s for 15 years and Betty
Fleischfresser started working at the store
12 years ago.

Don and Donna Christy have been
downtown merchants since 1971 when they
acquired the Western Auto Store when it
was located in the building at 215 E. Hhitt
[sic — Hughitt] St. Christy worked for J.C.
Penny Co. for 9 ¥ years before going into
business on his own.

Christy and his wife expanded that store
and then moved to the former J.C. Penny
Co. store at 415 Stephenson Ave. in 1979.

The couple also acquired the former
Montgomery Ward building at 425
Stephenson Ave. and turned it into a mini-
mall known as the Downtown Plaza. The
building now houses a group of shops, a
restaurant and office. Mike Nicometo
recently acquired the property and plans to
convert the second floor into additional
office space.

Western Auto is an automotive and
variety store which employed five persons
in addition to Christy and his wife.

“We plan to build a modern store at the
same location,” Christy said. “l hope to be
in business again by late summer.

“The thing that really convinced us to
rebuild was the tremendous support we
received following the fire. We must have
received 350 to 400 phone calls from
customers and friends asking us to rebuild.”

Christy said he would work with Mrs.
Pasten in his rebuilding plans. The owners
of the stores in the block had been planning
to link their stores together through interior
doorways and those plans are still very
much alive.

“I will be talking to Isabel (Mrs. Pasten)
but we plan to link our new building to the
Downtown Plaza,” Christy said. There also
is a possibility that the S.S. Kresge store at
the north end of the block may be linked to
the other stores. This would essentially
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convert the block into an enclosed mall,
Christy said.

Rene Savoie, the owner of the third
building destroyed in the three-alarm blaze,
has not indicated what he will be doing with
the former Ace Drug Store property. The
building was located next to the Western
Auto Store and Christy was negotiating to
purchase the property prior to the fire.

Savoie moved his drug store into the
Downtown Plaza a year ago. His building
was unoccupied at the time of the fire.
Savoie’s building also contained a lunch
counter and beauty salon.

Damage in the fire has been estimated
at $1 million.

Investigators still have not determined
the cause of the blaze which is believed to
have started in the Ace Drug building. The
first alarm was turned in to the Iron
Mountain Fire Department at 7:13 p.m. A
second alarm was sounded at 7:15 p.m.
when the first crew of firefighters arrived on
the scene and found the Ace Drug building
“totally involved,” according to Lt. Donald
Legault of the fire department.

The blaze quickly spread to the Western
Auto and lIsabel's buildings and Kingsford
Public Safety Department firefighters
responded to the third alarm at 8:15 p.m.

Iron Mountain Fire Chief Dick Rahoi said
the fire was under control at about 9:30
p.m.  Firefighters prevented the raging
blaze from spreading to the Downtown
Plaza, the Kresge-Khoury and S.S. Kresge
buildings, which are located at the opposite
ends of the 400 block of Stephenson
Avenue (U.S. 2). The stores destroyed in
the fire were in the middle of the block.

Rahoi said he is being assisted in his
investigation of the fire by Detective Sqt.
Dan Thomas of the Michigan State Police
fire  marshal division at Negaunee.
Insurance investigators also have been at
the fire scene this week, Rahoi noted.
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The Daily News, Iron Mountain-Kingsford,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Tuesday,
October 22, 2013, page 1, columns 2-5

FRANCIE’S TRADITIONAL DESIGN, located at
200 West Brown Street in Iron Mountain, was

destroyed in a fire early this morning.
Firefighters said that the structure, a former
church, is a total loss. [Nikki Younk/Daily News
Photo]

Iron Mountain business
Destroyed in morning blaze

By NIKKI YOUNK
Staff Writer

IRON MOUNTAIN — An Iron Mountain
business is a total loss following a structure
fire early this morning.

The fire broke out at about 4:25 a.m. at
Francie’s Traditional Design, located at 200
West Brown Street.

Iron Mountain Fire Chief Dan Johnson
said that the blaze started in the northwest
corner of the building, but the cause
remains undetermined at this time.

He explained that firefighters were
delayed in entering the structure, due to the
possibility of floors collapsing.
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Firefighters believed that the building
was more than 100 years old.

As there is a potential for the rest of the
structure to collapse, Iron Mountain Police
Chief Peter Flaminio has ordered that the
two-block section of Carpenter Avenue
between West Fleshiem Street and West
Ludington Street be closed to traffic until
further notice.

Flaminio anticipates that the closure will
last for several days.

No injuries were reported as a result of
the fire, but the structure has been declared
a total loss.

According to the Francie’s Traditional
Designs website, the business offers
residential and commercial interior design
with a large selection of furniture,
accessories, and home décor.

The Daily News, Iron Mountain-Kingsford,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Tuesday,
October 23, 2013, page 1, columns 2-5;
page 3, columns 5-6

This postcard view of the First Presbyterian
Church was taken by photographer Albert Quade
in 1911. The 128-year-old church building was

most recently home to an interior design
business, was destroyed by a fire Tuesday
morning. [William J. Cummings Photo]

Cause of IM fire probed

By NIKKI YOUNK
Staff Writer
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IRON MOUNTAIN - Officials are still
trying to determine the cause of a fire that
destroyed a [sic — an] historic, 128-year-old
building in Iron Mountain.

The blaze occurred early Tuesday
morning at Francie’s Traditional Designs,
an interior design business located at the
intersection of Carpenter Avenue and West
Brown Street.

Firefighters from the Iron Mountain Fire
Department said they will continue
investigating the incident today.

In the meantime, the two-block section
of Carpenter Avenue between West
Fleshiem Street and West Ludington Street
will remain closed to traffic. There is still a
concern that the remaining structure could
collapse.

FIREFIGHTERS RESPOND TO

the
Francie’s Traditional Designs in Iron Mountain

fire at

on Tuesday morning. The building is a total
loss. [Nikki Younk/Daily News Photo]

Francie’s Traditional Designs had
occupied the space since about 2000, but
the building’s history goes back much futher
in time.

Menominee Range Historical
Foundation Historian William Cummings
said that the First Presbyterian Church
congregation started construction on the
building in 1885 at a cost of about $3,000.
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Construction was completed in early
1886, and the first services were held in the
church on Sunday, Feb. 7, 1886.

Cummings said that the church building
saw various improvements in 1930, 1940,
1941, and 1942. Upgrades included a new
chancel, north entrance, furnace room,
furnace system, basement floor, partitions,
lavatories, and kitchen cupboards.

In May 1955, the congregation voted to
build a new church in Kingsford. Their new
church building, located on Hamilton
Avenue, was dedicated on Oct. 12, 1958,
said Cummings.

According to information provided by
Iron Mountain Main Street Manager
Jonathan Ringel, Trico Opportunities Inc.
used the old church building as part of a
welfare workshop for a time in the 1970s.

In 1983, the Pine Mountain Baptist
Church moved into the building. The
congregation remained there until the
1990’s.

KINGSFORD

I[ron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Year,
Number [Monday, June 8, 1925],
page 1, column 4

EXTRA

Fire Attacks
Ford Log Pile

BULLETIN
The Ford log pile fire had gained
such headway at 4 o’clock this
afternoon that a call for help was sent to

Escanaba which is [sic — has] sent its
pumper fire engine.

Two firemen were overcome by
smoke and rushed to the Ford
emergency hospital. Two others fell off
the log pile.

The fire was
headway.

The Marinette fire fighting appadatus
[sic — apparatus] was also on its way to
aid in fighting the flames.

steadily gaining

All Ford fire apparatus in addition to
the No. 1 truck and the steam pumper
belonging to the city was called into use
this afternoon to fight a big fire that
gained considerable headway in the
Ford company’s log supply and kindling
wood pile west of the plant.

Logs and wood valued at hundreds
of thousands of dollars were
endangered by the flames.

All the hose that could be spared by
the city without leaving it toally [sic —
totally] unprepared to fight any other
flames that might occur was being used.
A number of streams of water were
being played on the flames and every
effort was being made to check their
advance.

The plant buildings were not
endangered, the fire being a
considerable distance west.

The Iron Mountain News, lron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5,
Number 50 [Tuesday, June 9, 1925],
page 1, column 8; page 2, columns 1-2

FORD WOOD YARD
BLAZE BROUGHT
UNDER CONTROL
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LARGE FORCE
FIGHTS WIND
FANNED FIRE

Gets Assistance From
Other Towns to Check
Rapid Advance

WORK ALL NIGHT

Plant in No Danger;
Pouring Water on
Smouldering [sic] Wood

Battling a 40-mile gale which fanned the
flames and carried burning embers through
the air, firemen from four different cities,
cooperating with the Ford fire fighters,
fought valiantly in the Ford Motor
company’s storage yards against almost
overwhelming odds yesterday afternoon
and last evening and succeeded in saving
the greater part of kiln dried chemical wood
and a large supply of high grade sawmill
timber and coal which for a time was
threatened with destruction. No estimate of
the loss could be obtained this afternoon,
the check up of the Ford officials not being
completed.

The Ilumber storage yard is located
about a half mile directly west of the Ford
plant, which at no time was in any danger.
Measures were taken, however, to prevent
a spread of the fire in that direction.

A rough estimate today revealed that a
pile of kiln dried chemical wood,
approximately 500 feet long, 25 feet high
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and 25 feet wide, and six piles of chemical
plant logs, each pile about 400 feet long,
was destroyed.

Starting at 8 o'clock, the fire which
started in the chemical log piles of the
company and was fanned by a stiff breeze,
soon gained considerable headway and
was beyond control by 3:30 o’clock. Fire
departments from Iron Mountain, Crystal
Falls, Escanaba and Marinette were called
to send pumpers, the local department
being the first on [sic — of] the groups with
the steam pumper which was immediately
put into operation.

Crystal Falls First

Crystal Falls was the first outside
company to arrive, making the run here in a
little better than an hour and hooking up
with the main almost in the center of the
blaze. Two lines were run form this truck
from 4:30 yesterday afternoon until almost
5 o’clock this morning. The Escanaba
department was the second on the
grounds, connecting up at the south end of
the lumber yard about 6 o’clock and
working through until 6:30 o’clock this
morning. The Marinette department arrived
at 7 o'clock, remaining on the grounds all
last evening and today. This truck with the
pumper from the city was furnishing
sufficient pressure today to penetrate the
debris which was still smouldering [sic —
smoldering] this noon.

Five hundred employes [sic -
employees] were rushed from the Ford
plant during the early hours of the fire. The
men aided in removing a large amount of
kiln dried wood, cutting a hole through the
large pile to enable the fire fighters [sic —
firefighters] to check the blaze which was
advancing rapidly.

Pressure Not High Enough

Shortly after 2 o’clock several lines of
hose had been run to the heart of the fire,
but pressure from the hydrants was not
sufficient to cope with the blaze and it was
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not until 3 o’clock that the steam pumper
from Iron Mountain was put into operation
and efforts were concentrated on saving the
large amount of kiln dried wood which
extends from the north road of the plant to
Woodward avenue, a distance of almost a
half mile.

With the arrival of more men from the
3:30 and 4 o’clock shifts from the plant, a
number of lines of hose were run and
everything put in readiness to hook up the
Crystal Falls pumper immediately after its
arrival. More hose lines were run to the
spots where the fire was most intense and
the Escanaba and Marinette pumpers were
also

(Continued on Page 2 Column 1)

FORD WOOD FIRE
UNDER CONTROL

(Continued from Page 1)
put into operation with a minimum loss of
time.
Battle Turns

Up until 7 o’clock the firemen had been
fighting a losing battle but with the arrival of
the Marinette company nine streams were
being concentrated on the fire with a fair
pressure of water and the fire fighters
began getting the fire under control. With
an equalization in the pressure shortly after
7 o'clock and the installation of a large
electrical pumper, the fighters succeeded in
holding their own until 10 o’clock when little
by little they continued to gain until early
this morning when the Crystal Falls and
Escanaba departments were released.

The Marinette department and the
steam pumper from the city were being kept
in operation today and 100 employes [sic —
employees], with the aid of two steam
shovels and two locomotives, were cleaning
up the debris and extinguishing the
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smouldering [sic — smoldering] piles. Every
precaution was being exercised by Ford
officials to provide against a renewal of the
blaze.

Provide For iremen [sic — Firemen]

Every possible care was taken of the fire
fighters [sic — firefighters] by the Ford
officials, refreshments being furnished the
tired workers and warm clothing and
raincoats provided. A complete first aid
station was also located at the fire and took
care of all minor injuries, a number of men
being treated for slight tar burns, skin
abrasions and eye trouble induced by heat
and smoke. An ambulance was also in
readiness throughout the fire but was used
only once in the afternoon when two of the
fire fighters [sic — firefighters] were
overcome by the intense heat.

Sandwiches, milk, coffee, pasties, ice
cream, apples and oranges were served
the men on portable tables hauled by
tractors, and truck load [sic — truckload]
after truck load [sic — truckload] of food was

brought up from the building of A.
LaBrecque, who has the plant lunch
concession.

The first aid station was in charge of Dr.
Alexander, Ford physician, with Percy Olds,
T.H. Harvey and Leo Foote as assistants.
One car was furnished with bandages and
materials for dressing wounds while the
ambulance was kept in readiness for
emergency and was also as a place in
which to dress slight wounds.

Force Watches All Night

Two hundred and fifty men were kept on
the grounds during the night to cope with
any possible emergency and this number
was reduced this morning to 100, these
men being set to work immediately in
cleaning up the grounds.

The exact origin of the fire has not been
determined and might be attributed to one
of four causes. There were a locomotive
crane, engines and portable saw mill [sic —
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sawmill] in operation in the immediate
vicinity f where the blaze started and there
is also a possibility that the fire was caused
by a lighted cigaret [sic — cigarette] butt.

Body plant production was not
hampered, the shipments yesterday
equaling the daily average, it was stated,
although operation in the sawmill was
suspended yesterday afternoon and not
resumed until this morning. Operations in
the chemical plant were also suspended
yesterday afternoon but were resumed at 8
o’clock last evening when equalization in
the water pressure was effected.

According to the officials of the
company, the chemical logs, a large
amount of which burned, are of little or no
value to the company. An effort had been
made to dispose of the supply for firewood.
The cost of these logs was stated to be
about $10 a cord but no estimate of the
total loss suffered had been made.

Satisfaction was expressed in the Ford
office with the manner [in] which the fire
was handled and the highest praise was
given the Iron Mountain, Crystal Falls,
Marinette and Escanaba departments and
their chiefs for the assistance rendered, the
four pumpers being directly responsible for
extinguishing the blaze. Had the company
not received any assistance form the
surrounding cities the entire supply of kiln
wood which is of great value might have
been destroyed, hampering production at
the plant.

Thousands Visit Scene

Thousands of spectators visited the fire,
which was visible for miles, a steady stream
of cars proceeding down Woodward
avenue from an early hour in the afternoon
until nearly midnight. Many residents of
Crystal Falls, Escanaba and Marinette
made the trip here, having heard reports
that the plant was being destroyed.

The fire was visible for miles and last
night the sky was painted a dull red.
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Special precautions were taken to keep the
spectators out of the bounds of danger, a
rope being strung around the fire district. A
number of special police were put on duty
to keep the crowd back and prevent it from
interfering with the fire fighters [sic —
firefighters].

Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Year,
Number [Tuesday, June 9, 1925],
page 2, columns 5-6

TRUCK RIGGED
FOR FIRE USE

Village Takes Measure to
Provide Against
Emergency

Officials of the village of Kingsford
believe in preparedness.

Yesterday afternoon when the fire broke
out at the Ford Motor company property,
leaving the village without fire protection
due to the fact that the company’s fire
fighting apparatus was all in use in
checking the flames, Village Manager Seiler
rigged up a truck into a fire engine.

The truck was equipped with several
hundred feet of hose, ladders and
chemicals and stationed at the Kingsford
Heights school. The village had no
occasion today or last night to send the
truck out and it was hoped that the
emergency would not arise while the Ford
fire trucks are in use at the plant.

Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Year,
Number [Saturday, June 13, 1925],
page 1, columns 3-4
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Estimate Blaze at Ford
Wood Yard Cost $100,000

Damage and cost of fighting the fire
Monday night in the wood storage yard of
the Ford Motor company was approximately
$100,000, it was stated today by company
officials.

The fire, which started Monday
afternoon in a pile of logs and kiln dried
chemical plant wood, raged with intensity
until 7 o’clock in the evening when its
progress was finally stopped. Three hours
later the fire fighters were beginning to
make headway against the blaze and
Monday morning had reduced it to a mass
of smouldering [sic — smoldering] debris.

Confined To Wood

The fire was confined to the logs and
chemical plant wood and at no time was the
plant in danger, the blaze being a half mile
west. The cost of fighting the flames was
heavy because of the large number of men
it was necessary to employ and the fact that
fire companies were called here from
Escanaba, Marinette and Crystal Falls. The
Iron Mountain department was also
summoned and with the Ford department
made five units that were at the scene.

Firemen declare the blaze was one of
the hottest they had ever experienced.
They were forced to erect wooden shields
to protect themselves from the intense heat.

According to the statement today the
estimated cost of $100,000 includes not
only the property loss, but the expense of
bringing the outside fire companies here,
labor and cleaning up the grounds.

No Trace Remains

So efficient have been the efforts to
clean the grounds that not a trace of the fire
remains. Charred wood has been removed
and the ground plowed so that there is no
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evidence of the blaze that attracted
thousands of curious just a few days ago.

It is understood that the company has
ordered new pumps which will be installed
to increase the plant protection against fire.
Lack of pressure during the early hours of
the blaze was one of the handicaps that the
firemen were forced to work under.
Company officials, however, lost no time in
doing all that could be done to get fire
fighting equipment on the grounds and in
addition, took especially good care of the
hundreds of men who were battling the
blaze by furnishing them with warm clothing
and a constant supply of hot food.

Letters of appreciation for their
assistance have been sent by the company
to the outside fire companies that were
summoned.

LORETTO
METROPOLITAN

The Current, Norway, Dickinson County,

Michigan, Volume VII, Number 24
[Saturday, July 18, 1891], page 8,
column 4

HEAVY LOSS BY FIRE.

Metropolitan Lumber Co’s Mill,
Warehouse, Boarding House
and Lumber.

On Friday last the Forest [sic] fire swept
down upon the location of the Metropolitan
Lumber Co. near Sec. 21, on the
Metropolitan branch, and wiped it off the
ground, completely, Mill [sic], all the
building about and connected with it, the
stock of sawed lumber, even the logs (down



MENOMINEE RANGE HISTORY - FIRES — DICKINSON
COUNTY, MICHIGAN

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings]

to the water) were burned. The loss is
estimated at $150,000 and we hear of
insurance to the extent of half that sum.

Besides this, Fred. Skog and Andy
Blomquist lost their camps and outfit for
getting out cedar and a quantity of poles,
ties and posts; in all not less than $2,000,
on which they had no insurance. Where
the fire crossed the track of the railway it
took out two bridges -- one of fifty and one
of 150 feet in length -- section houses and
tool houses, and damaged the track by
burning the ties.

No loss of life is reported, but it was a
close thing for many. At the lumber
company’s location there was no time to
save, no chance to fight; the only thing was
to get out of the range of the fire, and
prompt work was necessary to that.

It is not probable that the mill will be
rebuilt. —Iron Port.

NORWAY

The Iron Port, Escanaba, Delta County,
Michigan, Volume X, Number 43
[Saturday, September 27, 1879], page
2, column 1

THE boarding house and office of
O’Callaghan’s mill, near Norway, were
burned on Wednesday morning. We did
not learn how the fire originated. Some of
the mill hands lost clothing and small sums
of money in the house, and Mr.
O’Callaghan’s loss on buildings and
furniture is about $1,000. No insurance.

The Florence Mining News, Florence,
Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume |,
Number 22 [Saturday, May 28, 1881],
page 3, column 3
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WE regret to record the tidings of the
burning of John O’Callaghan’s saw mill
near Norway, on Wednesday of last week.
The news arrived to us too late for
publication last week. The origin of the fire
as stated to us is that a spark alighted in
the saw dust and before it was noticed, had
attained such headway, that it was
impossible to extinguish it. The loss is
estimated at about $6,000. It is a serious
loss, coming as it does in the busy season
of the year. But John has energy and
resources sufficient to rebuilt it, in better
style than it was before.

The Florence Mining News, Florence,
Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume |,
Number 37 [Saturday, September 10,
1881], page 3, column 3

JOHN O’CALLIGHAN’s [sic -
O’Callaghan’s] new sawmill, situated on
the site of the one burned down last June,
is a model of solidity and convenience. It is
30x120 feet on the ground, with a boiler
house 20x40. A planer with planing room
will be attached on the west side, as soon
as possible. The capacity of the mill will be
30,000 a day, of twelve hours. The
machinery was built in Oshkosh and is
durable and substantial. One 52 inch
Diston’s circular, one edging and one
butting-off saw are used. A sawdust
conveyor and feeder conveys the sawdust
to the fires. The inside of the roof of the
boiler house is lined with sheet iron, which
will be a great protection against fire. The
mill is also supplied with a steam pump and
300 feet of rubber hose. In addition to
these precautions a number of barrels, kept
constantly full of water, will be placed on
the roof, and a stock of buckets will be kept
close at hand for use in an emergency.
The outside of the roof is thickly covered
with a coat of lime and salt, so that there
can be no possible danger from sparks.



MENOMINEE RANGE HISTORY - FIRES — DICKINSON
COUNTY, MICHIGAN

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings]

The mill started up on Monday, and will be
kept humming right along. A large stock of
logs are [sic — is] in the yard and more from
the adjacent timber are being added all the
time. Mr. O’Callighan [sic — O’Callaghan]
makes a specialty of sawing long timber
for bridges and similar structures. The
delay occasioned by the burning up of his
former mill interfered seriously with his
contracts, but he will, with this superior mill,
soon have an opportunity of making up his
losses.

The Florence Mining News, Florence,
Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume |,
Number 49 [Saturday, December 3,
1881], page 3, column 3

NORWAY has set an example that
should be followed by every town on the
range. The citizens of that burg have
purchased a fire engine. True it is not a
steamer — the town is too young for that —
but it is a first-class hand engine, and when
manned by the bone and muscle of
Norway, will do good service in case of fire.
A meeting of citizens was held at the Opera
House last week for the purpose of
organizing a fire company. The following
are the officers of the organization: John
Stiles, chief; Richard Oliver, asst. chief;
Chas. Bush, captain; Gene Gadbois, capt.
of hose cart; James Thomas, 1st pipeman;
Mat. Sherer, 2nd pipeman. J.P. Dunseth
was elected secretary, and W. Lieberthal,
treasurer. The company as organized is a
good one, and you bet theyll make the
water fly when occasion requires. Trot on a
small fire or two.

The Florence Mining News, Florence,
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume lll,
Number 17 [Saturday, April 21, 1883],
page 1, column 4

LAST week lightning struck and set fire
to the residence at Norway of Charles Hall,
the musician and painter, during the
absence of the family and the building and
contents including $250 in cash were
consumed. Loss $1,000, insurance none.
This is the second time Mr. Hall has been
burned out of house and home.

The Florence Mining News, Florence,
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume llI,
Number 35 [Saturday, September 1,
1883], page 1, column 6

FIRE AT NORWAY.

On Wednesday morning at about 2
oclock a fire broke out at John
O’Callaghan’s Opera House, at the foot of
Main Street, which had just been fitted up,
and opened as a roller skating rink. The
blaze spread unimpeded to adjoining
buildings and consumed in short order
William Dickie’s livery, Lieberthal’s clothing
store, and the old Nicholson drug store,
which contained some stock. The loss is
estimated at $25,000, with small insurance.
The origin of the fire is shrouded in mystery.

The Florence Mining News, Florence,
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume
VIIl, Number 25 [Saturday, June 16,
1888], page 5, columns 1-2

LAST SATURDAY'’S FIRE.

NORWAY PARTIALLY
DESTROYED BY THE DEVOURING
ELEMENT.

The Fire Rages for Two Hours, During
Which Forty-three Buildings in the
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Heart of the City Are Consumed -
Loss Nearly $250,000 — Meagre [sic —
Meager] Insurance — A Sketch of the
Conflagration -- Scenes and Incidents
— Burglaries at Commonwealth.

A representative of the MINING NEWS
visited the burnt district at Norway, on
Monday, and, in company with a number of
visitors from various towns on the range,
viewed the ruins of the once busy and
prosperous little city. Almost every building
covering four squares on either side of Main
Street, the sole business thoroughfare of
the place, were completly [sic — completely]
destroyed, scarcely a timber being left to
mark the spot where any particular building
stood previous to the conflagration.

The fire broke out at 1:45 o’clock last
Saturday afternoon in the alley in the rear of
J.M. Hosking & Co.’s hardware store, which
was located on the ground floor of the
Masonic Hall building, on the southeast
corner of Main Street and the second east
and west street north of the railroad track.
The origin of the fire at this writing is a
mystery. In a few minutes after the
discovery of the fire, the flames
communicated with a quantity of gasoline in
one of the back rooms, and the entire
structure was instantly a mass of seething
flames. Frantic efforts were made to get
out the steam engine, located only a block
distant, but most of the firemen were away
and the steamer was found to be in an
unmanageable condition. The fire rapidly
spread both ways, north and south, and the
people at once realized that the city was
doomed. The flames swept across the side
street and communicated with C.T.
McElroy’s large general store building, and
thence swept northward with unabated fury.
The buildings on the west side of the street
were soon enveloped in mantles of flame,
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and but little opportunity was afforded the
owners and occupants of the burning
buildings to save anything of value. The
Norway House, Patenaude’s drug and
jewelry store, Phelps’ bakery, Anderson’s

store, Lindquist’s general store,
Rosenheimer's dry goods store, High's
jewelry store, Hay’s hotel building,

O’Callaghan’s vacant store, Walace [sic —
Wallace] & Ramsdell’s hardware store and
dozens of smaller business houses were
ignited and destroyed in quick succession.
The fire swept across the four squares
indicated, destroying every building -
except the town hall — on the street east of
and running parallel with Main Street,
including the postoffice [sic — post office],
which was located in Postmaster Gee’s
general store. The hungry flames finally
swept across the road in front of Gee’s
store and destroyed two buildings owned by
Patrick Flannigan [sic — Flanagan]. These
buildings were situated on the bank of the
hill overlooking the business centre of the
town. In the meantime a steamer from Iron
Mountain, nobly responding to a call for
assistance, appeared upon the scene,
followed somewnhat latter [sic — later] by the
local engine. Realizing that the north end
of the town was doomed, the firemen made
a gallant effort to stay the progress of the
fire fiend at the southern end of Main
Street. In this they, aided by a change of
wind and a heavy rain[,] were, partially
successful. The Current building had a
miraculous escape from destruction.
Almost surrounded by fire, Editor Knight
and his associate, J.H. MacNaughten [sic —
MacNaughton], assisted by the typos,
fought the fire with desperation. At times it
seemed almost impossible to save the
structure, which is situated on an elevation
immediately at the head of Main Street.
The forms for the regular weekly issue,
which had been made up and placed on the
press just before the breaking out of the
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fire, were dragged up the hill in the rear,
together with other material. Happily the
wind, which had been blowing stiffly from
the southwest, shifted to the west and a
heavy rain began to fall.  This timely
visitation of Providence had the effect of
checking the flames, which were soon
afterward brought under control.

The loss is estimated by Editor Knight at

between $220,000 and $250,000. The
insurance on the burnt property was
ridiculously small, scarcely reaching
$20,000. The losses of those carrying
insurance were as follows: C.T. McElroy,
$30,000; insurance $4,000. J.H. Gee,
$11,000; insurance $3,500. Masonic

Society, $5,200; insurance, $2,000. L.
Rosenheimer, $14,000; insurance $5,000.
J. Lindquist, $12,000; insurance $1,000.
Thomas Hay, $5,000; insurance $600.
John Reiber, $2,500; insurance $600. S.T.
High, $13,000; insurance $1,000. P.
Flannigan [sic — Flanagan], $7,000;
insurance $1,000. The losses sustained by
the other victims of the fire were uncovered
by insurance, the majority of whom have
lost everything they owned. These include
J.M. Hosking & Co., $7,000; J. Ahlich &
Son, $3,500; F. Nowack, $3,000; A.
Husson, $3,000; A. Patenaude, $6,500; A.
Phelps, $5,000; M. Anderson, $7,500; Dr.
C.D.A. Wright, $650; J.D. Sampson,
$2,000; F. LeRoy, 4,000 [sic - $4,000]; A.
Toutloff, $2,500; A. Odill, $5,000; Mrs. Van
Dyke, $2,000; Walace [sic — Wallace] &
Ramsdell, $9,000; Robt. Johnson, $4,000,
and many others whose losses range from
$100 to $2,000.

While the fire was raging and the people
were almost crazed with excitement and
fright, a gang of thieves carried on their
operations with brazen audacity. The few
goods and household effects which were
removed from the buildings and carted to a
place of supposed safety on the hall road
leading to the mine, were seized and
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carried away by the human vultures who
hovered in droves in the vicinity. The
depredations of the lawless gang were a
disgrace to a civilized community.

Though burned out of “house and
home,” Postmaster Gee, even in the hour of
his deep misfortune, did not forget the duty
he owned the people and the government.
He managed to save all the mail and
postoffice [sic — post office] effects, which
were removed to a small building near by
[sic — nearby], where the boxes were re-
arranged [sic — rearranged] and mail was
distributed as usual two hours after the fire.

John Lindquist, one of Norway’s
enterprising young business men [sic —
businessmen], left a day or two before the
fire for Sweden, to visit his parents whom
he had not seen since a boy. He stopped
off a day or two in Marinette, and arrived in
Chicago on Saturday. Mr. Lindquist read
an account of the fire in the Sunday
morning Herald, and, instead of leaving in
the afternoon for New York, as he intended
doing, took the first train for Northern
Wisconsin, arriving home on Monday.

Norway has a population of about 1,500,
and was one of the first towns built on the
range, its birth occurring in 1879. With few
exceptions, the business men [sic -
businessmen] made every dollar they
owned in the town, and thus the results of
years of hard labor and the fruits of their
frugality were wiped away in a few
moments [sic — moments’] time. There
never has been a business failure in
Norway, and the majority of the business
men [sic — businessmen], though without
means, have an abundance of credit
wherever they are known. A score or more
of temporary wooden buildings have been
erected here and there on the burnt district,
and many of the merchants have resumed
business on a limited scale. The city will be
rebuilt, mostly with stone and brick, and a
number of storekeepers and others are
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already making arrangements for the
erection of fire-proof buildings.

Nearly every two-story building that was
destroyed by Saturday’s fire, was occupied
by one to three families. The homeless
ones were given shelter by those who
escaped the fire, and their temporary wants
were amply provided for. Four families
were given quarters in the Town Hall, and
A. Patenaude and Attorney R.C. Flannigan
opened a drug store and law office,
respectively, in the same building. Editor
Knight threw open his building to as many
of the victims as he could accommodate,
and Lawyer Cook, John Lindquist, Druggist
High and Barber Brazam accepted the
invitation and are duly ensconsed [sic —
ensconced] in the Current office.

Dr. Wright, who is a brother-in-law of

W.J. Hocking, of Florence, lost everything
he possessed, except the clothes on his
back, a revolver, watch and sixty cents in
cash.
A meeting of the citizens of Norway was
held in the Town Hall on Monday, and
soliciting, relief and distributing committees
were appointed.  Substantial assistance
has been generously tendered by various
cities and towns in Northern Michigan and
Wisconsin, and little or no actual suffering
for food or clothing is apprehended.

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 16 [Thursday, July 11,
1889], page 1, column 2

Burned to the Ground.

J.E. Bergeron, of Norway, had the
misfortune to have his house, barn, etc.,
destroyed by fire last Friday, only
succeeding in saving a part of his
household effects. The property was
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insured for $1600 by the Menominee
Range Insurance Agency.

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 21 [Thursday, August 15,
1889], page 1, column 2

THE Current of last Saturday is way off
in its statement of the adjustment of the
loss on J.E. Bergeron’s house, barn and
furniture. Mr. Bergeron received
$1,000.00 through the Menominee Range
Insurance Agency, of this city, promptly
after the loss occurred. There was a total
loss on the house and barn, and partial loss
on the furniture, and Mr. Bergeron received
all that his policies called for. The Current
has it that he has been “allowed $475 which
will be paid in about 60 days.”

The Current, Norway, Menominee County,
Michigan, Volume _ , Number
[Saturday, December 27, 1890], page 1,
columns 1-3

CURRENT NOTES.

—Monday night during the gale the
chimney in the home of merchant
Schwartz, who lives in the house of Capt.
Enoch Roberts on Summit avenue, took
occasion to burn out. The chimney was
cleaned out as clean as it could be, but it
got so hot in the doing that the roof got afire
and it was only by prompt work that the
house was saved. Soon after, a chimney in
the parochial school also burned out but
no damage was done. A fire during the
storm would have been an awful calamity.

The Current, Norway, Dickinson County,
Michigan, Volume VII, Number 50
[Saturday, January 16, 1892], page 1,
columns 1-3
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CURRENT NOTES.

—About one o’clock Monday morning a
fire was discovered in the house of L.E.
Granlund, north of Norway mine, 1st
ward, and the building was burned to the
ground. An alarm was sounded at the fire
station but the engine was not taken out as
the fire was beyond control before the
alarm was given. The family lost
considerable clothing which was up stairs in
the building and Mr. Granlund lost some
money in the flames, we learn.

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 17,
Number 30 [Thursday, December 12,
1912], page 5, column 2

NORWAY NEWS NUGGETS

The Ruwitch department store, which
caught fire last Thursday noon, was
damaged to a great extent before the fire
was under control and finally distinguished
[sic — extinguished]. The building and
fixtures cost about $25,000 and were
insured for $18,000. It is estimated that the
cost of repairing the building will exceed
$12,000, as nearly the entire inside will
have to be rebuilt. The stock is closely
estimated at $54,000 and was insured for
$34,500. It is generally estimated that the
salvage will be less than 25 per cent of the
cost of the goods. Another large item to be
considered is the loss of trade, which just
before the holidays would reach $1,000 per
day. The fire is supposed to have
originated among some packing boxes and
waste material in the furnace room and was
well under way when discovered. The
Ruwitch store was built in 1908, of red brick
and Bedford stone, and has a plate glass
frontage of 100 feet. It was one of the
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finest buildings in the city, centrally located
and from a merchantile standpoint was the
pride of the city. As soon as an adjustment
of the insurance is made the work of
preparing [sic — repairing] the building will
be started. When completed|,] the store will
be re-stocked with new goods.

[ron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 4,
Number 305 [Thursday, April 9, 1925],
page 1, column 2

FIRE DESTROYS
NORWAY CHURCH

St. Barabara’s [sic] Lost In
Blaze That Started at
Midnight

NORWAY, Mich., April 9 — Fire, which
broke out at midnight and continued to rage
unabated until five o’clock this morning,
destroyed St. Barabara’s [sic — Barbara’s]
Roman Catholic church here, causing a
loss estimated at more than $25,000.

The cause of the damaging blaze is
unknown, although firemen expressed the
opinion that either an explosion in the
furnace room of the edifice or a short circuit
in the wiring system started the
conflagration.

Passerby Noticed Blaze.

A passerby turned in the alarm shortly
after midnight. The fire department arrived
a few minutes later and played two streams
of water and two streams of chemicals on
the building.

At 1 o’clock this morning it appeared as
though the fire was under control and the
flames confined to one section of the
church. A few minutes later, however,
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another section caught afire and soon the
entire structure was a mass of flame.

Firemen then turned their attention to
saving adjoining buildings and succeeded
in confining the blaze to the church.

Will Rebuild.

Valuable vestments and costly church
equipment were destroyed. Only $10,000
worth of insurance was carried.

Plans will be immediately formulated for

rebuilding, the Rev. Fr. Simon announced
today. He has notified the Rt. Rev. P.J.
Nussbaum, bishop of the diocese, of the
disaster.
Services tomorrow morning and Saturday
will be held in St. Mary’s church. No
announcement has been made concerning
the services on Easter Sunday, but definite
plans will be made known tomorrow.

Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5,
Number 20 [Monday, May 4, 1925],
page 8, column 1

DRINK PARLOR
LOST BY FIRE

Flames Also Threaten
Dance Hall; Water
Damages Organ

Fire of wunknown origin yesterday
morning at 3:50 o’clock destroyed the soft
drink parlor conducted by Mrs. Julius
Sebrechts at Curry crossing. The loss,
which was partly covered by insurance, was
estimated at $5,000.

The fire was not noticed until the flames
ahd almost reached members of the family,
who were asleep in their rooms on the
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second floor. They were forced to flee in
their night clothes.

The Norway fire department arrived at
the scene shortly after the alarm but the
structure was a mass of flames. Ten
volunteer firemen concentrated their efforts
on preventing the flames from spreading to
the dance hall which adjoins the soft drink
parlor. Two streams of water and
chemicals were used on the fire.

The flames also threatened to reach a
$5,000 pipe organ, imported from Belgium
and installed several years ago at a great
expense. Water was responsible for much
of the damage done to the instrument.

Although the origin of the fire remains a
mystery, it is believed that it may have
possibly started from a cigarette which had
been thrown on the floor. A dance was
held there Saturday night.

It was stated today that insurance
amounting to $3,000 was carried on the
building, while furniture on the second floor
was insured for $1,000.

This was the second big fire which
occurred in the third ward in four weeks, the
first one being the destruction of St.
Barbara’s church.

Rialto Theatre Gutted in Early

$40,000 IS LOSS
SAY SOPHIE AND
VANDENBERGH

Plan to Rebuild The
Showhouse At
Earliest
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The Rialto Theatre, Norway movie
picture show house, was destroyed by fire
at an early hour Monday morning, causing
a loss estimated at over $40,000.

The blaze was discovered by Emil
Eklund, a night watchman and police officer
of the Penn Mining Co., who from his
elevated position at the West Vulcan
property perceived the fire from that point.
The hour was about 3:20[.] Eklund phoned
to the fire department and the half dozen
volunteer firemen were roused from their
slumbers and on their way, making the
short run of four blocks down [the] street in
record time.

The fire had gained great headway, [sic]
before their arrival, however, as through the
roof great sheets of flame emitted. Hose
connections were quickly made and four
streams of water were directed on the fire.
The pumper, stationed at the hydrant at
[the] corner of Iron and Raymond streets,
worked to perfection. Hose lines also
extended from the Standard Oil station
corner and another from Hall's Plumbing
shop corner.

ORIGIN MYSTERY

The origin of the fire remains a mystery,
but it is the belief of Mgr. VandenBergh [sic]
that it started at the switch boxes just off the
stage on the south wall of the building, at
least it was in that section where the
greatest inroad of the fire showed. It
worked up into the attic where dry joists and
beams and a tar paper roof proved ready
prey, and within a couple of hours all that
showed of the lower half of the structure
was the walls.

One of the first tasks was to forestall a
possible explosion in the movie picture
booth and several cases of films were
sought and removed outside. Fire Chief
David Martin and Frank Heydens braved
the deadly fumes around the “coop” up front
and due to their heroic labors, costly
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machinery,
was saved.
SAVE CARS

The Rialto Garage, conducted by E.O.
Hellberg and adjoining on the south, had a
number of autos stored therein and for fear
that the blaze would spread to it, all of the
cars were shoved outside and parked for a
couple of blocks up and down the street.
Efficient work of firemen[,] whose force was
augmented by other volunteers to the
number of twenty or so, kept the flames
from spreading to the garage block,
however.

Coombe’s barber shop, adjoining the
north wall[,] was somewhat head occupied
by Theo. Sophie, damage therein but
rooms over- smoked up and there was no
co-partner  with  VanderBergh, was
somewhat damaged. [sic — lines inverted —
was somewhat damage(d) therein but
rooms overhead occupied by Theo. Sophie,
co-partner  with  VandenBergh, was
somewhat damaged.] Messrs.
VandenBergh and Sophie, in a check-up,
figure their fire loss to be $43,950 and
carried insurance of about one-half this
amount.

It is their intention to rebuild.

QUINNESEC

The Florence Mining News, Florence,
Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I,
Number 47 [Saturday, November 19,
1881], page 3, column 3

though somewhat damaged,

THE machine shop of C.D. Casad & Co.
in Quinnesec, [sic] was burned down on
Sunday morning last. It is a heavy loss to
the enterprising proprietors and also to the
community. We have not learned whether
the firm will rebuild or not.
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The Current, Norway, Menominee County,
Michigan, Volume |, Number 4
[Saturday, February 28, 1885], page 1,
column 4

QUINNESEC’S QUOTUM.

At about six o’clock Monday morning the
mine whistle sounded a fire alarm, when a
log house near the foot of Quinnesec hill
was found to be in flames. The building
and most of its contents were consumed.
The house was the property of Wm. Curno,
and was built about six years ago. It was
occupied by Jas. Luke as a dwelling, when
the accident occurred, who can but ill afford
the loss of his property, about $100.

The Current, Norway, Menominee County,
Michigan, Volume Il Number 2
[Saturday, February 13, 1886], page 1,
column 2

Wright Bro’s, of Quinnesec, had a
narrow escape from heavy loss by fire
yesterday. A fire, originated by a defective
chimney, got considerable headway before
being discovered, and it was only by
exertion that the store was saved.

The Current, Norway, Menominee County,

Michigan, Volume I, Number 16
[Saturday, May 15, 1886], page 1,
column 4

QUINNESEC.

On Tuesday morning, at 5 o’clock, the
village lock-up was fond to be on fire, and a
prisoner confined in it barely escaped with
his life. The water-works were all right and
the building could have been saved, but
some leading citizen of the town had
borrowed the hose and forgot to return it,
and all that could be done was to watch the
building burn. The greatest loss will be to
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Tom McKenna's pigs, they having their
summer residence under the building.

;'i"is said that the iron powder house will
be used for a lock-up until a new one is
built. It is hardly probable that they will burn
that.

Some people talk of a fire company.
Better give the man who borrowed (?) the
hose 90 days in jail.

A couple of “bloods” from Iron Mountain
came to town last Sunday to have some fun
with the boys, and spent the night in the
cooler.

It is said that the fellow who burned the
jail is so hard a case that they would not
employ him on the railroad.

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 13 [Thursday, June 20,
1889), page 1, column 4

Fire in Quinnesec.

Paddy Wildman’s house was discovered
to be on fire last Thursday afternoon about
3 o’clock. No one was in the house at the
time, Mrs. Wildman and the children having
gone to spend the afternoon with friends,
and Mr. Wildman being at his place of
business. The parlor furniture and a part of
the house was saved. There was $400
insurance on the building and $600 on the
furniture, which was written by Mr. Carver,
of the Menominee River Insurance Agency.
The loss was adjusted last Tuesday, and a
sight draft given to Mr. Wildman for the total
amount of insurance on the house, and one
of $485 for the loss on the furniture. This is
prompt work on the part of the insurance
agency, the loss being paid in five days
after the fire.
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The Current, Norway, Menominee County,

Michigan, Volume XXII, Number 16
[Saturday, May 19, 1906], page 1,
column 4

QUINNESEC WIPED OUT.

Fire Almost Completely Destroys
Pretty Little Village.

Yesterday afternoon a dense smoke
enveloped this city [Norway] making it
impossible to see buildings a block away.
The cause was first attributed to the burning
of the paper mill at Niagara[,] but telephone
communication was to the effect that while
two houses had been burned there and
there was still danger, no general
conflagration was feared. By this time word
came that Quinnesec was burning and
soon a call for men and fire hose came in
and Mayor Janson responded by sending
hose and enough men from the fire
department to handle it and made a flying
trip there on an Auto [sic] to see if the city
fire engine could be used. Iron Mountain
also sent help, but the water supply was
inadequate in the face of the terrible wind
and the whole business portion of
Quinnesec, the C. & N.W. depot, the
Catholic church and many dwellings are in
ashes. Late last night there was still danger
of the destruction of the few remaining
buildings. So far no attempt at estimating
the loss has been made as everybody is
busy with the demand of the hour.

The fire which worked such hardships to
or neighbors is said to have been started
from the burning of rubbish in the yard back
of what was known as the “McKenna
building.” In the meantime Norway people
have been kept busy averting a disastrous
fire and employes [sic — employees] of the
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several mining companies have been doing
picket duty all night. The wind is still high,
there is no rain and “eternal vigilance” is the
price of safety.

The Current, Norway, Menominee County,

Michigan, Volume XXII, Number 17
[Saturday, May 26, 1906], page 1,
column 2

Conditions at Quinnesec.

The fire which consumed about all of the
business portion of Quinnesec, [sic] Friday
of last week caused an estimated loss of
$75,000 with little insurance, [sic -
insurance. The] the number of buildings
destroyed including the C. & N.W. depot
and the Catholic church was thirty-three
and sixteen families were rendered
homeless. Subscriptions are being made in
the various range towns for the immediate
relief of the sufferers, and many have found
shelter in the remaining homes of the
village and in neighboring towns. It is not
probable that the town will be rebuilt at
once as the mining industry upon which the
business depended has been almost
dormant of late; but there is still great faith
in the ultimate recovery of its former
importance and of the growth of the town to
greater dimensions than at any time in its
history.

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15,
Number 10 [Thursday, July 28, 1910],
page 6, column 2

QUINNESEC ITEMS.

Last Wednesday afternoon the village
was threatened by a huge prairie fire,
which swept down from the west at a terrific
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pace. By the most heroic efforts of the not
very numerous men in town, the flames
were conquered and the town saved. The
men did valiant fighting in their struggle to
guench the flames by shoveling sand.

[ron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan,
Year, Number [Wednesday, June

1, 1921}, page 3, column 4

QUINNESEC

LIGHTNING HITS
CHURCH STEEPLE

Last Monday, during the electrical
storm, the lightning entered the tower of
St. Mary’s church, and there several bird’s
nests caught fire. The flames shot up about
the blinds of the tower and soon the fire
became a serious one. Otto Smith was
the first one to see the steeple afire and
gave the alarm. Fred Smith was the first to
reach the church and, ringing the bell,
attracted the attention of everyone.
Herbert Henderson was the first to arrive
with a pail of water, and he was soon
followed by a soldier, Josesph Grodulski,
of Vulcan, who brought two pails. The
water was effectively applied, and the
flames speedily quenched. About all of the
men in the village responded, and soon
were on the scene with hose cart and water
force. Fortunately, the timely arrival of the
buckets of water checked the fire, so that
the pumps were not necessary. The
damage is covered by insurance. The
congregation of St. Mary’s church is deeply
grateful to all the volunteers who responded
SO0 generously to extinguish what might
have been a most disastrous fire.
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[ron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Year
, Number [Friday, May 23,

1924], page 7, column 4
Quinnesec

SCHOOL BURNS

QUINNESEC -

One of Quinnesec’s oldest land marks
[sic — landmarks] passed into ashes when
the old Quinnesec frame school caught fire
and burned to the ground. The origin of the
fire is unknown. The building had been
condemned for a few years for school
purposes and had been used as a
warehouse.

The Iron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5,
Number 112 [Friday, August 21, 1925],
page 3, columns 1-4

Suspect Arson In Fire That
Destroys Quinnesec
Building

Third Blaze Within Month
Destroys Buell Structure;
Iron Mountain Depart-
ment Summoned

The hand of a “firebug” is suspected in
the destruction by fire last night of the Buell
building in Quinnesec, a struction [sic —
structure] about which clung more or less
romantic traditions of the ore boom of 1879
in the Quinnesec district.
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Discovered by workmen returning
shortly after 11 p.m. from the Ford plant in
Iron Mountain, the fire had already gained
such headway that saving the building was
out of the question.

The blaze which burst forth in the front
from the ground level to the roof, [sic]
worked havoc with the electric wires,
putting out of commission the electric pump
that provides the community water supply.
Water was then obtained from a storage
tank.

Iron Mountain Department Aids.

Iron Mountain fire department No. 2
worked until about 3 o’clock this morning
directing its efforts chiefly to saving the
surrounding buildings which were menaced
by sparks, flying torches and falling wires.

A telephone pole within radius of the
flames was burned to cinders and stood a
smouldering [sic — smoldering] torch
menacing the fire fighters until an early hour
this morning when telephone linemen cut it
off at the base.

A second pole affected by the flames
leaned far over and hung dragging the net
work [sic — network] of wire above with its
weight. Repair men were working to set it
right this morning.

Telephone  service between Iron
Mountain and Escanaba was cut off while
the lines in the fire zone were

unapproachable.  Service was resumed
about an hour after repair crews were able
to work in the damaged section.

Third Fire In Month.

The brick building, situated on the
through highway between Iron Mountain
and Norway, is the third within a month in
Quinnesec to burst into flames, the fire in
each instance occuring [sic — occurring]
about the same time late in the evening.

The other two buildings in which fire
broke out are the old abandoned school
house, long unoccupied and practically a
ruin, and the old abandoned school house,
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long unoccupied and practically a ruin, and
[sic — lines repeated] the old John McKenna
residence, also deserted.

The store building which today was still
smouldering [sic — smoldering], was fully
occupied until two days ago when a soft
drink parlor, of which Roy Beauchamp, of
Quinnesec, was the proprietor, was
padlocked by federal officers. By padlock
proceedings the portion of the building
occupied by the soft drink place was to be
closed for one year and the building itself
was under injunction prohibiting its sale.

Dance Hall On Second Floor.

A dance hall comprised the second
story and in the rear of the structure were
the real estate offices of the McKenna
Brothers, Parnell and Ed.

A star sedan owned by Roy Beauchamp
and a big Studebaker owned by Leo
Brasspfenniaks [sic — Brasspennicks]
parked in the rear of the structure were
removed without damage.

The fire is thought to have originated
behind the bar in the soft drink place,
though no definite grounds for this belief
have been shown.

The owner, George Meehan, of Iron
Mountain, who purchased the place at a
cost of about $8000 [sic — $8,000] a year
and a half ago, had not been informed of
the destruction of the building until after O
o’clock this morning. The loss was covered
with about $8000 [sic — $8,000] insurance.

Built in 1879.

The building was erected in 1879 by
John L. Buell, according to an old settler of
the district. This was at the time of the
boom in Quinnesec and Norway when the
Cundy mine was opened.

For about five years saloons, dance
halls and drug stores flourished and
prospered, he declared, after which the
prosperity died and since that time has
never been a paying property.
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It was pointed out by persons grouped
about the smouldering [sic — smoldering]
ruins that of the few business places in the
little community, the building, though the
largest was the one which could be
destroyed with least loss or crippling of
trade.

RALPH

RANDVILLE

SAGOLA

Iron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15,
Number 17 [Thursday, September 15,
1910], page 1, column 1

A BIG MILL BURNS

SAGOLA LUMBER CO.’S SAW-
MILL DESTROYED LAST SUNDAY.

Loss Will Exceed $40,000 With In-
Surance of $30,000; Plant to
be Rebuilt This Season.

The Sagola Lumber company’s saw-mill
[sic — sawmill] was totally destroyed by fire
last Sunday night. The building was struck
by lightning about seven o’clock in the
evening and caught fire in the cupola.

The fire was first discovered by the
fireman, who immediately blew the fire
whistle and then got out the hose and
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started the pump, but the building was so
dry that the whole structure was enveloped
within a few minutes.

The entire population of the town turned
out to fight the fire, but nothing could be
done towards saving any portion of the mill
and the men then gave their attention to
patroling [sic — patrolling] the yard to
prevent the fire from catching in the piles of
lumber. Several times a small blaze started
in various parts of the yard, but they were
extinguished before any headway had been
gained and the fire was kept confined to the
mill.

The loss is estimated from $40,000 to
$50,000 with $30,000 insurance.

It is generally understood that the
company will rebuild the mill on an
improved plan and equip it with up-to-date
machinery.

With their present timber holdings, the
company has ten years’s [sic — years’] work
on hand with another ten years in sight.

The company was first organized in
1888 under the name of the Laing Lumber
company with John O’Callaghan, Wm. S.
Laing and Patrick Flanagan as
incorporators, with $30,000 in capital stock
equally distributed among the three
stockholders.

John  O’Callaghan was  elected
president, Patrick Flanagan vice-president
and Wm. S. Laing secretary-treasurer.

Selecting a name for the corporation
was left to the late Wm. S. Laing and a
name for the town to Patrick Flanagan, who
selected Sagola, after Sagola, Wis., which
was Mr. Flanagan’s former home and post-
office [sic — post office].

At the time the Laing Lumber company
was organized a purchase of stumpage,
estimated at 35,000,000 feet, was closed
from the Lake Superior Ship Canal & Iron
Co., lying just east of the present town site,
and a narrow gauge railroad was built to
handle the logs to the mill.
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During the latter part of the year of
1888, John R. Wood, of Iron Mountain, and
Capt John Perkins, of Norway, purchased
some stock in the company and became
members of the board of directors.

The business of the company was
conducted by John O’Callaghan and Wm.
S. Laing for three years, after which Laing,
Wood and Perkins sold their interests,
representing one-half of the capital stock, to
the Wittenbergs of Cedarburg, Wis., and
the name of the company was changed to
the Sagola Lumber company and the
capital stock increased to $100,000.

For six vyears afterwards, John
O’Callaghan had charge of the logging end
of the business and Richard Wittenberg, the
commercial end.

In the fall of 1897, John O’Callaghan
and Patrick Flanagan exchanged their
interest in a logging railroad in Minnesota
for the Wittenberg interest in the Sagola
Lumber company and the following year
sold a half interest in the company to Thos.
Hughes and J.M. Attley, of the firm of
Hughes & Attley, Chicago.

In 1905, Mr. Flanagan bought the
O’Callaghan interest, and in March, 1907,
Mr. Hughes died.

The present officers of the company are
Patrick Flanagan, president; John J.
Flanagan, vice-president; J.M. Attley,
secretary-treasurer.

Since the building of the mill, twenty-two
years ago this month, an average of
12,000,000 feet of lumber per year has
been turned out and it is anticipated that

with a new plant this amount will be
increased.
I[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15,
Number 18 [Thursday, September 22,
1910], page 1, column 5
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FIRE LOSS SETTLED.

The Sagola Lumber Co. Will Build
a New Saw-Mill at Once.

Jay G. Carver and R.F. Medbury, of

Detroit, Clark Munn, of Milwaukee, and
W.S. Wright, of Marquette, adjusters
representing the sixteen companies

carrying insurance on the plant of the
Sagola Lumber company, which was
recently destroyed by fire, spent last
Tuesday and yesterday in the city and at
Sagola in consultation with Manager
Thompson, of the Commercial Bank
insurance agency, with which agency the
insurance had been written.

A settlement between the Sagola
company and the several insurance
companies was soon arrived at. The mill

was insured for $30,000 and was paid in full
with the exception of small salvage on
contents in the boiler-house [sic — boiler
house] amounting to about $1,000. It is
believed that a portion of the machinery in
the boiler-house [sic — boiler house] can be
utiized by the Sagola company in the
proposed new mill.

Now that the insurance has been
satisfactorily adjusted, the Sagola Lumber
company will at once have the plans
prepared for a new and modern mill. The
work of clearing away the debris will
commence at once. The new mill will be
rushed to completion as rapidly as men can
do the work and it is expected to have it
under cover in record time.

The company has a large stock of logs
in its yards, estimated at fully 3,000,000
feet, and this total will be added to during
the early fall.

Iron Mountain,
Michigan, Volume

Iron Mountain News,
Dickinson County,
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XX, Number XX [Tuesday, January 27,
1987], page X, column X [photograph by
Ron Kramer]

Landmark in Sagola burns

Couple escape from second story
uninjured

By RON KRAMER, Staff Writer

SAGOLA - The manager of the Sagola
Clubhouse and his wife escaped from their
second-floor living quarters today as a fire
destroyed the Dickinson County landmark.

The building was engulfed in flames a
short time after Joanne Orchard of Sagola
called the Dickinson County Sheriff’s
Department at 7 a.m. to report the blaze.
The Sagola Township Fire Department was
summoned along with North Breitung
Township firefighters but there was little
they could do as the fire rage out of control.

The  Dickinson  County  Sheriff’'s
Department and Sagola Township Area
Rescue Ambulance also responded to the
alarm.

Firefighters concentrated their efforts on
preventing the fire from spreading to nearby
homes.

The tavern and restaurant was owned
by Dick and Audrey Pollock of downstate
Hudson and managed by Emmett Kaetzel,
56. He and his wife, Roselma, 46, were
asleep in the upstairs living quarters when
they were awakened by one of their three
dogs.

‘I couldn’t get out because of all the
smoke,” a shaken Kaetzel said. “l climbed
through a window onto the roof and
shinnied down a pole at the end of the
building.”

His wife was sitting on the roof when
Sagola firefighters arrived. The fire
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department rescued her and one of the
dogs but two of the animals died in the fire.

Kaetzal said he believed the fire started
in the back of the building.

The Kaetzals had managed
business since last November.

The Sagola Clubhouse was built in the
early 1920s by the Northern Sawmill Co.
and became the center of the community
during the mill days.

the

Friday, May 18, 1906 -
Threatens Sagola and
Dickinson County

July 4, 1932 — Fire in Lumber Company’s
Horse Barn

August 4, 1932 — Lumber Yard Fire — Loss
of $400,000 to $500,000 — Sawyer-

Forest Fire
Most  of

Goodman Lumber Company - Fire
Started on Purpose

April 9, 1935 — Shingle Mill Fire

Menominee Democrat, Menominee,

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
1, Number 6 [Saturday, December 12,
1885], page 5, column 4

Circuit Court.

Yesterday the day was nearly taken up
with an arson case from Vulcan. John
Maloney used to keep a saloon at Vulcan,
and on the 31st of May there was a terrible
row at his place of business. That night
some one [sic — someone] set fire to
Maloney’s house and saloon, and it was
burned down. The crime was laid on one
Felice Zadra, but after hearing all of the
evidence produced vyesterday, the jury
decided in three minutes that he was
innocent. It cost him $700 to prove that he
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was not the right party. Fairchild & Cook for
defendant. W.H. Phillips for the people.

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
Xl, Number 7 [Thursday, May 9, 1889],
page 1, columns 5-6

FIRE AT VULCAN.

20 Houses and 3,000 Cords of Wood
Destroyed. Opportune Rain
Storm. Brush Fires Cause

Anxiety.

The high wind that prevailed last
Tuesday swept the blazing cinders from the
forest fires surrounding the East Vulcan
location, [sic] into the village and started a
conflagration that bid fair to wipe out all
before it. Men, women and children fled
before the advancing flames, and the little
village of East Vulcan was the scene of the
wildest excitement. The miners hurriedly
gathered together their household effects
and carried them to places of safety, to be
guarded by their wives and children, while
they hurried back and worked bravely but
almost hopelessly in their efforts to stay the
progress of the devouring element. It was a
desperate time. The wind was blowing a
hurricane from the south, and the air was
filled with the scorching breath, smoke and
cinders of the conflagration, blinding the
eyes and nearly suffocating those who
attempted to combat the flames. The
Norway fire engine, manned by a volunteer
company, was soon on the ground, but in
the face of such difficulties the efforts of any
one fire company would be puny indeed. A
telegram was received at this city asking
that one of our fire engines be sent to their
aid, but at that time this city was also
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threatened from a forest fire to the south of
us, and it was not considered safe to let the
engine go. At Vulcan, one by one the
miners’ homes were reduced to ashes, until
in a short time twenty or more families were
homeless. 3,000 cords of wood piled near
the engine house was consumed.
Fortunately the wind blew the flames away
from the engine house, and by hard work it
was saved. The loss of the Penn Iron
Company will reach probably $20,000, on
which there is very little of [sic — if] any
insurance. The miners, we understand,
were able to save nearly all their household
effects, so the loss will fall very lightly on
them.

Some excitement was occasioned
among the officials of the M. & N. railroad
last Tuesday when it was learned that a
forest fire was dangerously near the trestle
forming the approach to their bridge across
the Menominee. A crew of men was sent
down there to fight the fire, and they
succeeded in preventing any damage being
done to the railroad property.

The evening passenger from Powers
west was delayed over an hour at
Waucedah by a large forest fire raging
along the line of their road between that
point and Vulcan.

The residents of Powers, Spalding, and
in fact nearly every village along the line
between here and Menominee, [sic] were
out en masse fighting forest fires, and much
uneasiness was felt for the safety of
Menominee and Marinette.

With the entire county literally ablaze
nothing could be more grateful than the
heavy showers of rain that commenced
falling about four o’clock and continued at
intervals all night. It brought relief to
thousands of weary, anxious and almost
discouraged men, and in a few moments
insured safety that nothing else could bring.
But for this rain fall [sic — rainfall] dozens of
villages would soon have been doomed to



MENOMINEE RANGE HISTORY - FIRES — DICKINSON
COUNTY, MICHIGAN

[Compiled and Transcribed by William John Cummings]

destruction, and it is impossible to
conjecture the amount of suffering that
would have followed.

A destructive fire also occurred at
Spalding, where a large number of houses
were burned, and thousands of railroad
ties, cedar posts, etc., piled along the line of
the C. & N.W. track were consumed. The
loss at this point must have been heavy, but
we have not had any estimate of the
amount.

The Current, Norway, Menominee County,

Michigan, Volume V, Number 15
[Saturday, May 11, 1889], page 1,
column 5

$20,000 IN ASHES.

Terrible Conflagration at East Vulcan —
Twenty-five Families Homeless — 3,000
Cords of Wood Re-
duced to Ashes.

Tuesday afternoon a telephome [sic —
telephone] message was received at
Norway that East Vulcan was on fire, and
the fire engine was called. As soon as
practicable the fire department was on its
way, and considering the long distance and
the weight of engine and hose carts, good
time was made. On arriving there the
discovery was made that the fire had come
in from the swamp to the east and south of
the East Vulcan location and that already
more than twenty dwelling houses had
been burned, that the fire had climbed the
hill to the mine and had already made a
good start in the cordwood piles of the
company, in which were an aggregate of
more than 3,500 cords, and that it would be
a struggle to preserve the machinery and
buildings of the mine which were
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surrounded by the wood. The steamer was
placed at a tank near the pumping engine
house, and in a very few minutes three
streams were at work in as many different
places. Teams were procured and for
several hours cordwood was loaded from
piles nearest the engine houses, and
hauled to a place of safety, in as lively a
manner as willing workers could handle it,
while the firemen kept everything, (men
included) as wet as possible. This was
done to insure every chance of saving the
machinery, the loss of which would have
closed the East Vulcan mine for six months,
and throw 250 men out of work. Just about
the time that things were the hottest and
when a chain had been attached to the fire
engine and horses stood ready to jerk it out
of thefurnace [sic — the furnace] like
position in which it stood, if the fire
continued the encircling process which it
had kept up for four or five hours, thunder
was heard][,] it began to sprinkle rain and
finally to pour, and the shout which went up
from hundreds of throats whose owners
bared their heads to the storm, in
exultation, was thrilling. While the rain
which followed did not put out the fire (there
was hardly water enough in Michigan for
that), it killed the smallest fires, and
dampened everything so that the work from
that time was comparatively easy. About
3,000 cords of wood were consumed and
when those woodpiles became one mass of
living fire the sight was both grand and
terrible. In the meantime those who had
lived in the burned district, and who, in
almost every instance had lost all, were
being taken care of by their more fortunate
neighbors, and when night closed in no one
was without shelter. The fire ladies [sic —
laddies] remained until midnight when all
except chief [sic — Chief] Ahlich and the
engineer and fireman returned to Norway,
they remaining there with the engine as a
matter of precaution. The boys worked like
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horses, and earned for themselves and
their engine many words of praise, but
every mothers [sic — mother’s] son of them
was a cripple next day. Give them the
water and they will put it where it will do the
most good every time. An uncharitable
individual at our elbow says “they will do the
same thing with beer.” A rather pleasant
episode of the busy day was the
appearance on the scene when most
needed, of that old fire veteran and former
chief of our department, Sheriff Stiles. You
ask, did he work? well [sic — Well] we rise
to assert that he just did, and left for some
when the train pulled out, without a dry
stitch in his clothes. Another pleasant
incident or rather series of incidents were
the attempts of the boys to finish up the
load of edibles brought from the Penn Co’s.
[sic — Co.’s] store and spread in the
Captain’s office, and the pails of hot coffee
furnished by Mr. and Mrs. John Lofy. They
did nobly, but some remained. In view of
the general shortage of that article, under
which the writer has so long suffered, he
was allowed a monopoly of the canned
tongue.

The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain,
Menominee County, Michigan, Volume
XI, Number 8 [Thursday, May 16, 1889],
page 1, column 2

WE notice that several of our exchanges
report that the Vulcan mine buildings were
destroyed by the recent fire in that village.
This is a mistake. The mine buildings were
fortunately saved. Had they been

destroyed the miners would have lost
employment as well as homes.
[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,

Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 21,
Number 43 [Thursday, March 8, 1917],
page 1, column 3
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COUNTY FARM FIRE

FOUR BUILDINGS BURNED -
$15,000 LOSS, $9,000
INSURANCE.

Main Building, Hospital, Ice House
and Root House and Most of
Contents Go Up In Smoke.

Fire, which is supposed to have started
from a defective chimney in the kitchen of
the main building at the county poor farm
last Friday about noon, caused the
destruction of the main building, hospital,
ice house and root house, entailing a loss
to Dickinson county of probably $15,000,
with  $9,800 insurance carried in the
Commercial Bank and J. McLaughlin
agencies.

There being no supply of water, the
hydrant having frozen, a bucket brigade
was pressed into service; little could be
done, and the only thing saved was a small
amount of furniture. The inmates were
taken out safely, and later taken to Norway,
where they were cared for at the old and
new Penn hospitals.

A meeting of the Poor Commissioners
and Supervisors was held and it was
decided to lease for one year the premises
owned by J.W. Corwin, on Vulcan street,
Iron Mountain, pending a decision as to the
rebuilding of the buildings destroyed at the
farm. This building is expected to be ready
for occupancy to-morrow [sic — tomorrow]
when the transfers of the inmates will be
made at that time [sic].

The present Dickinson county poor farm
was originally owned by the Menominee
River Lumber company, and the main
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building was built by them about twenty
years ago while they were logging across
the river in Wisconsin to house the camp
foreman, Frank Juno. Considerable land
was cleared and put in cultivation, and the
farm was named the New York Farm. It
became quite a dairy farm, upwards of two
hundred high-class cows being milked and
the butter and cream selling at a big
premium throughout this state and
Wisconsin. Later the farm was divided and
sold to W.J. Turner and the Penn Iron
Mining company, who afterward sold it to
Dickinson county for a poor farm.

WAUCEDAH

The Current, Norway, Menominee County,
Michigan, Volume _ , Number
[Saturday, September 6, 1890], page 1,
columns 1-2

CURRENT NOTES.

—We neglected to mention last week,
the destruction by fire of the town hall and
the jail at Waucedah. The jail was not a
very large one but the hall was a fair sized
one (24x60 ft.) and was only insured for a
small portion of its value.

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 15,
Number 21 [Thursday, October 13,
1910], page 1, column 6

Incendiary Fire.

A barn on the premises occupied by
S.R. Nicholson at Waucedah was burned
last Sunday night. Grain and farming
implements valued at $500, belonging to
Mr. Nicholson, were destroyed. The fire is
supposed to have been of incendiary origin.
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[ron Mountain News, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 5,
Number 49 [Monday, June 8, 1925],
page 2, column 3

LIGHTNING SETS
FIRE TO STORE

$5,000 Loss is Caused In
Blaze at Waucedah
Yesterday

The Joe Cordel grocery store, at
Waucedah, was destroyed by fire when
struck by lightning during the electrical and
rain storm which raged in this end of the
county late yesterday afternoon.

The Waucedah postoffice [sic — post
office] was housed in the building and it
was stated today that valuable mail and
papers were included in the loss. The
damage was estimated at $5,000, including
merchandise, fixtures and the building.

Lightning struck the store at the
southwest corner which became a mass of
flames within a few minutes. No attempt
was made to fight the fire although a careful
watch was maintained on nearby buildings,
which were threatened.

The building, an old frame structure,
was owned by Tim Donohue, of Waucedah,
who stated that part of the loss was
covered by insurance.

Although there were several persons in
the store when the lightning bolt struck, no
one was reported injured. It was stated
today that all incoming mail would be
distributed at the Emil Johnson store.

The storm, it was said, was the most
severe that has swept the county for some
time. Telephone communication to
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Waucedah today was impaired and an
attempt was being made this morning to
restore it to normal.
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