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FLORENCE 
 

THE FLORENCE MINING NEWS 

[Established in _____] 
Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 1 [Saturday, January 1, 1881], 
page 2, column 1 

 

SALUTATORY. 
 

The undersigned has concluded to 
establish a newspaper in this village, and 
as I have severed all my previous 
connections and associations, and cast my 
lot with the people of Florence, I shall 
endeavor to subserve the best interests of 
the town and county in which I live, and 
expect to receive the hearty cooperation 
and support of the community. 

JAMES F. ATKINSON. 
 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Marinette County, Wisconsin, Volume I, 
Number 44 [Saturday, October 29, 
1881], page 3, columns 3-4 

 
THE MINING NEWS has moved itself 

into the palatial building owned by 
Haggerson & McGraw, situated on the 
south side of Central avenue, and on the 
corner of said avenue and Norway street.  It 
is flanked by the great clothing emporium of 
Christopher Columbus Olin on the east, and 
by the wholesale and retail wet goods 
dispensary of Peter Sheridan on the west.  
In front the vision is bounded by one of the 
most beautiful landscapes in the entire 
region – a happy blending of “rocks and 
valleys, hills and forests,” set in an arch of 
cerulean blue – when it isn’t cloudy.  In the 
rear, but a few steps, rises the sacred 

edifice, from whose moss-grown tower 
softly floats the sound of the vesper chime 
lulling us to peace and repose when the 
toils of the day have ended.  Thus THE 
MINING NEWS, in its new quarters, has all 
the sweet influences of the season to bear 
upon it, but what effect they will have on its 
futurepolitical [sic – future political] course 
remains to be seen. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume III, 
Number 18 [Saturday, April 28, 1883], 
page 8, column 2 

 
–C.S. Osborn, reporter for the 

Milwaukee Evening Wisconsin, 
accompanied by Mr. James I. Toner, of the 
same paper, were in the city yesterday 
looking over the NEWS office with a view of 
purchasing it.  They are very fine young 
men and we hope they’ll buy the paper, 
even if they discharge us the next minute.  
They leave for home to day [sic – today], 
but will be heard from again. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume III, 
Number 19 [Saturday, May 5, 1883], 
page 4, column 1 

 

VALEDICTORY. 
_____ 

 
I have transferred all of my interests in 

THE FLORENCE MINING NEWS to 
Messrs. Chase S. Osborn and James I. 
Toner, late of Milwaukee, and am about to 
bid a final adieu to Florence.  In 
consequence I take this channel to thank 
my many friends for past kindnesses and 
say to them farewell.  I feel sure the new 
proprietors will merit your esteem and good 
will and I bespeak both for them. 

                              A.F.A. ATKINSON. 
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_____ 
 

SALUTATORY. 
_____ 

 
When a person leaves home, friends, 

position, and all things that have memories 
most dear clinging to them, and comes to a 
place a stranger in a strange land, his 
breast is rankled by an emotional medley, 
akin to everything but congenial to nothing.  
His mind is filled with queries which only 
time can answer and altogether, although 
strong in physique and jovial in 
temperament, he is an object of pity for a 
time at least.  This, in brief, expresses our 
condition as it was the first two or three 
days after our arrival in Florence.  But we 
have, so far, been greeted by all with a 
smiling countenance and an open hand.  
Such fraternal feelings have been evinced 
that already there are many in this fair little 
spot in the northern woods, who have a 
lasting place high up in the chambers of our 
heart.  Our first impression of your bright 
little city is one that we hope there will 
never be cause to change, and the first 
thing that asserted itself in our minds on 
leaving the train was the query, “Who 
knows but in time it may rival in beauty and 
affluence that fairest of all the famous cities 
that nestle in the beautiful valleys, under 
the azure skies of sunny Italy, its 
prototype?”  And who can wonder at the 
query?  Florence is so situated on quaint 
little mounds that border dainty hollows, 
which not only enhance her appearance, 
but admit of perfect drainage, and the city 
presents a most favorable face to the 
traveler who enters by rail. 

We have come and come to stay; to live 
among you, as men among men.  Your 
interests shall be our interests and ours 
shall be yours, if such is possible, and there 

is no reason why this should not be.  THE 
NEWS shall be conducted for the good of 
the people and its columns shall always be 
open to anything that is right.  Of the past 
we have nothing to say, but of the future we 
wish to speak to some little extent.  We 
hope to merit the support of all the country 
tributary to Florence, and we shall prepare 
to give a full and complete report of all 
mining operations as near as can be had, 
as soon as possible.  The job rooms will be 
conducted in an efficient, business like and 
prompt manner, and we bespeak your 
patronage particularly in this line.  We will 
soon complete arrangements by which we 
can take any job work that can be done in 
Chicago or Milwaukee, at reasonable rates.  
Whenever fault is found or any one has any 
grievance, however small, they would 
confer a favor on us to report it, and prompt 
amends will be made.  We close our 
salutatory with the earnest hope that we, 
not anyone else will ever have cause to 
regret our location in Florence. 

   CHASE S. OSBORN. 
   JAMES I. TONER. 
 

The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IV, 
Number 35 [Saturday, August 30, 1884], 
page 5, column 1 

 
Peter J. Bennett, formerly of the 

MINING NEWS, Mining Journal, Iron 
Chronicle and North Star, is “subbing” on 
the Evening Wisconsin, Milwaukee.  His 
wife is still in Marinette. 

 
The Current, Norway, Menominee County, 

Michigan, Volume III, Number 10 
[Saturday, April 9, 1887], page 1, 
column 3 

 
–Chase S. Osborn has severed his 

connection with the Florence News, and 
has been succeeded by Messrs. Campbell 
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& Youngs.  We wish the new publishers 
success.  As for Chase, we hope his 
brightest dreams will become realities, and 
that he may become an “iron king.” 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VII, Number 15 [Saturday, April 9, 
1887], page 4, column 1 

 

FAREWELL. 
 

To the many kind friends and patrons 
who have so generously tendered me their 
support and patronage at all times during 
the period I have published this journal, I 
bid a fond, reluctant farewell, for with this 
issue THE FLORENCE MINING NEWS 
passes into other hands.  Four years ago 
this month I arrived in Florence and, 
commencing with May 1, 1883, I assumed 
control of the MINING NEWS.  The 
Florence mine, the chief resource of the 
pretty town, was just closing down.  The not 
far distant rumblings of an era of extreme 
dullness were the unwelcome sounds that 
beat in every ear.  The years rolled by, the 
dullness came and now has gone.  All 
through the blackest time of commercial 
storm the ship of town rode the billows 
bravely and proved itself not an ordinary 
vessel.  Many leaks were sprung, but brave 
hands manned the pumps and the storm 
was weathered well, for a new and untried 
craft.  THE MINING NEWS lived through 
the gale equal to the staunchest and at all 
times enjoyed a bountiful patronage from at 
home and abroad.  It labored, too, as best it 
could, for the rich but undeveloped region in 
which it was born and will live forever, as a 
mouthpiece and champion.  To those who 
have been friends the thanks of a warm 
heart are extended.  To those who have not 
been friends[,] and I hope they have been 
few, charity and good will are extended. 

I am to be succeeded by Henry C. 
Campbell and Geroge C. Youngs, both 
capable and well-known newspaper men 
[sic – newspapermen] of Milwaukee.  They 
are honest, true and energetic, and will 
always be found battling with their might for 
the welfare of Florence county and her 
citizens.  Their ability warrants a model 
paper.  In a short time marked 
improvements will be made.  With the 
additional aid of returning prospects, they 
cannot do otherwise than well, and I 
bespeak for them the same hearty support 
accorded this journal during my ownership 
of it. 

And now again I say good bye.  In 
leaving Florence to reside in Milwaukee, at 
least temporarily, I go regretfully and 
pleasant memories of the brightest and 
prettiest town in Northern Wisconsin will 
ever live in my mind.  That Florence has a 
good future is a fact indisputable and my 
sincere wish is that the town and its good 
and public-spirited citizens, will reap the 
rich harvest they so emphatically deserve. 

CHASE S. OSBORN. 
 

GREETING. 
 

In assuming control of the FLORENCE 
MINING NEWS, we wish to say but a few 
brief words, knowing that the public will 
judge us, not by what we say now, but by 
our acts hereafter.  Under the able and 
energetic management of Mr. Osborn, the 
MINING NEWS has become one of the 
best and most widely-known weekly 
journals in the state.  It will be our earnest 
aim and study to maintain its present high 
reputation.  In the future, as it has been in 
the past, the MINING NEWS will be 
devoted heart and soul to the interests of 
Florence county.  The mining department 
will continue to be a special feature of the 
paper, the local columns will be made as 
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interesting as possible, the latest and most 
important logging and railroad news will be 
published, and no pains will be spared to 
make the paper bright, interesting and, 
above all, reliable. 

CAMPBELL & YOUNGS. 
 

KIND WORDS. 
 

Henry C. Campbell and George C. 
Youngs, of the reportorial staff of the 
Evening Wisconsin, have purchased the 
FLORENCE MINING NEWS form C.S. 
Osborn.  They will remove to Florence, and 
will be very valuable additions to the 
journalistic fraternity of Northern Wisconsin.  
Both are competent newspaper men [sic – 
newspapermen], and their removal from 
Milwaukee will be much regretted. – 
Milwaukee Mining Reporter. 

George C. Youngs and Henry C. 
Campbell, two old and valued members of 
the Wisconsin’s reportorial staff, have 
purchased the FLORENCE MINING NEWS 
from Chase S. Osborn, and will shortly 
remove to their new field of labor.  Mr. 
Osborn will devote his entire attention to the 
Miner and Manufacturer, the new weekly 
paper recently established by a syndicate of 
Milwaukee newspaper men [sic – 
newspapermen]. – Evening Wisconsin. 

George C. Youngs and Henry C. 
Campbell, both well-known reporters, for 
several years past connected with the 
Wisconsin, have purchased the 
FLORENCE MINING NEWS from C.S. 
Osborn and will at once remove to Florence 
to take charge of their new property.  Both 
have resigned their positions from the 
paper.  Campbell will start for Florence at 
once and Mr. Youngs will follow with his 
family in ten or twelve days.  They are 
energetic and capable newspaper men [sic 
– newspapermen] and as there is a fine 
field at Florence will undoubtedly make a 

big success of their new undertaking. – 
Yenowine’s Milwaukee News. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 5 [Saturday, January 28, 
1888], page 5, column 3 

 
Henry F. Anderson, an old and faithful 

employe [sic – employee] of the MINING 
NEWS, resigned his “sit” on Saturday last 
to accept cases with his old friend, Claude 
Atkinson, publisher of the Diamond Drill, at 
Crystal Falls.  Mr. Anderson is succeeded 
on the MINING NEWS by H.L. Stevens, 
formerly of the Industrial Journal, Iron 
Mountain.  Mr. Stevens is an experienced 
[sic – experienced] news and job printer, 
and comes well recommended. 
 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 36 [Saturday, September 
1, 1888], page 4, column 1 

 

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION. 
 

On August 1, 1888, the firm of Campbell 
& Youngs, composed of Henry C. Campbell 
and George C. Youngs, engaged in the 
publication of the FLORENCE MINING 
NEWS, was dissolved by mutual consent, 
Fred M. Youngs, of Omaha, Neb., 
purchasing Mr. Campbell’s interest in the 
business.  The new firm, Youngs Bros., will 
collect all debts owing the old firm. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume 
VIII, Number 36 [Saturday, September 
1, 1888], page 5, column 3 

 
Henry C. Campbell, late associate 

publisher and editor of the MINING NEWS, 
and Mrs. Emma Doolittle, of this city, will be 
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married at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwin Ball, Pewabic Street, on Saturday, 
September 15.  The wedding will be a quiet 
one.  Mr. Campbell and his bride will leave 
Florence immediately after the ceremony 
for Milwaukee, where they will begin 
housekeeping.  Mr. Campbell will resume 
his connection with the Milwaukee press on 
or about October 1. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 12 [Thursday, June 13, 
1889], page 5, column 2 [pages 1-2 
missing from bound volume] 

 

Personal and Social. 
 

H.L. Stevens, of the Florence Mining 
News[,] was in town Sunday, shaking 
hands with his old friends. 

 
The Menominee Range, Iron Mountain, 

Menominee County, Michigan, Volume 
XI, Number 17 [Thursday, July 18, 
1889), page 5, column 2 

 

Personal and Social. 
 

H. Stevens, a former employe [sic – 
employee] of this office, but now employed 
at the Florence News office, came down to 
see the circus yesterday. 

 
The Florence Mining News, Florence, 

Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume IX, 
Number 43 [Saturday, October 19, 
1889], page 5, column 4 

 

A Splendid Appointment. 
 

Chase S. Osborn was appointed 
postmaster of Sault Ste[.] Marie by 
President Harrison, on Wednesday last. 

Mr. Osborn was born in Lafayette, Ind., 
about thirty years ago, and came to 
Milwaukee along the latter part of the 70s, 
where he soon entered the newspaper field, 
being at first identified with the Signal, a 
small afternoon daily.  He became a 
reporter on the Evening Wisconsin in 1879 
or 1880, and soon gained the reputation of 
a terrible hustler and unexcelled news 
gatherer.  Chase resigned his position in 
the spring of 1883, came to Florence and, 
with J.I. Toner, purchased the MINING 
NEWS, and a year or two later purchased 
the latter’s interest in the plant.  He 
conducted this journal with signal ability and 
placed it in the front rank of the weekly 
papers of Northern Wisconsin, a position 
which the NEWS maintains today.  Mr. 
Osborn sold the plant to Campbell & 
Youngs in April, 1887, in order to devote his 
time to the management of the Miner and 
Manufacturer, of Milwaukee.  He 
subsequently served as city editor of the 
Milwaukee Sentinel, but after a few weeks 
relinquished the position, went to the “Soo” 
and, in company with A.W. Dingwall and 
M.A. Hoyt, purchased the News, of that city, 
a paper second in importance to none other 
in the Northern Peninsula.  Chase will 
accept the appointment and will maek one 
of the best postmasters the “Soo” has ever 
had.  Aside from being a good all-round 
journalist, Chase is an excellent business 
man [sic – businessman] and possesses a 
wonderful amount of sound common sense, 
ripe judgment and executive abilities of a 
high order.  The writer joins the people of 
Florence in extending congratulations.  The 
office is rated second-class and, it is said, is 
worth $2,400 per year.  Mr. Osborn is now 
camping and deer-hunting on the Pine 
River, some eight miles from this city.  He 
will, probably, be obliged to return home 
soon and take possession of the “Soo” 
postoffice [sic – post office]. 
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The Florence Mining News, Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin, Volume XI, 
Number 27 [Saturday, June 27, 1891], 
page 5, column 3 

 

Mr. Stevens Resigns. 
 

Hubert L. Stevens, who has been 
connected with the MINING NEWS for over 
three years, has resigned his position as 
foreman of the job and news rooms, to 
accept the general management of the 
various mechanical departments of the 
Dickinson County Journal, of Iron Mountain.  
Mr. Stevens has served this office faithfully 
and well, and the publishers of the MINING 
NEWS part with him with the deepest 
regret.  He is a master of his profession, an 
honest, upright and exemplary citizen and a 
whole-souled gentleman.  The Journal is 
indeed fortunate in securing the services of 
so valuable an employe [sic – employee].  
The MINING NEWS wishes Mr. Stevens 
abundant success in his new field of labor. 

Mr. Stevens has resigned his office of 
record keeper of Badger Tent No. 12, 
K.O.T.M., a position he has creditably filled 
since its organization late last fall.  The 
resignation was accepted at Tuesday’s 
review, after which action, he was 
presented with an elegant gold band ring, 
handsomely engraved with the letters, 
K.O.T.M., with the name of the recipient, 
etc., upon the inside.  An eloquent 
presentation speech was made by A.K. 
Godshall, the finance keeper.  Mr. Stevens 
feelingly responded in a few well-chosen 
words.  The beautiful token of brotherly love 
and esteem was the gift of a large number 
of his brother Sir Knights. 

Mr. Stevens and family leave for Iron 
Mountain early next week.  The latch string 
will always be left upon the outside of the 
door of the MINING NEWS office whenever 
“H.L.” visits Florence. 


