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MENOMINEE RANGE

INTERESTING REMINISCENCES
OF ITS GREAT DEVELOPMENT.

Paper Read By Hon. John M. Long-
year, of Marquette, at Lake Su-
perior Mining Institute.

In a paper entitled “Reminiscences of
the Development of the Lake Superior
Districts,” read before the Lake Superior
Mining Institute, now in session at
Birmingham, Alabama, the Hon. John M.
Longyear, well-known in this section, has
this to say of the Menominee Iron range:

“‘My first visit to the Menominee iron
range was in 1874, while | was engaged in
examining the scattered tracts of the state
land known as the State Mineral Reserve;
certain state lands having been withheld
form market for possible mineral values.
On the request of Governor Bagley, Mr.
A.B. Wood, of Owosso, Michigan, and |
were examining these lands for the state.
We left Republic in a flat-bottomed skiff,
and proceeded down the Michigamme river,
making numerous portage and side trips
tovisit the reserve lands lying west of the
river. At the Grand Portage, about three
miles above the mouth of the Michigamme
river, we lost our boat and the rest of the
journey was made on foot. We camped
one night at the Twin Falls on the
Menominee river where the hydro-electric
station of the Peninsular Power company

now is. A tote-road had been rushed out to
this point, and the tracks of the one wagon
on which had penetrated that far into the
wilderness, a few weeks before, were
visible.

‘We saw some log camps at the
explorations which afterwards became the
Vulcan and Emmett mines. At the latter,
where the village of Waucedah now is, we
found a caretaker who put in his abundant
leisure raising potatoes in the clearing
around the camp. We were much
interested in this experiment, as agriculture
was a new thing in the upper peninsula.
We were told that there was not a farm
within sixty miles of this camp, but the
caretaker had a bushel of dead potato-bugs
[sic — potato bugs] he had harvested from
his small field.

“From Waucedah to the railroad at '42;
now Powers, we followed a winter road
through a dense cedar-swamp [sic — cedar
swamp], the surface of which ws from six
inches to three feet under water. It wasa
hard walking for we could not see how deep
the water was, but it was be [sic — the] best
going there was. The route of this road was
near the present line of the Chicago &
North-Western and the excellent highway.
The swamp is mostly cleared away and
many excellent farms occupy the greater
portion of the former extensive cedar-
swamp [sic — cedar swamp].

“Iron ore had been reported in various
places on the Menominee iron range when
the United States linear surveys were made
about 1850. Some exploring had been
done in 1868 to 1870, but nothing of
importance had been found. The early
explorers had based their work and
opinions of the district on their knowledge of
the Marquette district and, [sic] it was
several years before they realized that the
formations were quite different.

“The Menominee Mining companyl,]
composed of Milwaukee and Menominee
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people[,] were [sic — was] the first to take
any practical steps in the way of developing
the district. Their first request for a branch
track from the Chicago & North-Western
railway was refused. The railway people
had consulted one of the prominent
explorers who had done some work on the
range, and he had expressed the opinion
that there was not enough ore in that district
to justify building a road. The Menominee
Mining company insisted on having the
railway, and the officers of the mining
company finally personally guaranteed the
Chicago &  North-Western  Railway
company against loss should they construct
a branch about twenty-four miles in length
from Powers to the present station of
Quinnesec. Powers was then known as
'42.” The branch road was finally built in
1876-77, and my first acquaintance with the
development of the region was in 1877,
during which time | made several visits to
Quinnesec, riding on a construction train
form Powers. There were no regular
passenger trains until the following year. At
that time the Menominee Mining company
had camps at Waucedah, Vulcan and
Quinnesec, and for several years
Quinnesec was the terminus of the road,
and the headquarters for the extensive
lumber operations in that district and, all the
explorers and miners engaged in the
development of the iron ore deposits.

‘In 1879, | published the first private
map of the Menominee range, which then
embraced Towns 39 and 40 N., Ranges 28,
29, 30 and 31 West.

“The first option for an iron ore lease
issued by me was given to Hon. S.S. Curry,
on the W 1-2 of the NE 1-4 of Seciton 9, T.
39 N.,, R. 29 W. This property had been
explored by Dr. Credner, a German
geologist, working for the Canal company in
1868. He had dug a trench from the bottom
of the hilll exposing the formation
continuously for several hundred feet.

Then, to avoid the difficulties of the digging
among the roots of some very large trees,
he had offset to the west about one-
hundred [sic — one hundred] feet, and
continued his trench across the formation,
apparently exposing the entire ore-bearing
belt. Mr. Curry, looking this work over one
day, wondered why the pine trees which
occasioned the offset were so much larger
than the other timber in their vicinity, and as
preliminary to answering this question to his
own satisfaction, he applied for and
obtained the option above mentioned.

“On returning to the property he set his
men to work digging a pit between the
trees, and within twenty minutes the men
were shoveling out a high-grade iron ore,
and within two weeks iron ore was being
shipped from the property, which was
named the Curry mine. The ore being
softer than the adjoining hard formations
furnished more nourishment for the greater
size of the trees, and which had caused Dr.
Credner to miss the good ore altogether.

‘From 1878 and through the early
eighties, a very large amount of exploring
was done in the Menominee district. In
1880 the railroad was extended to
Florence, Wisconsin, where two mines, the
Florence and the Commonwealth[,] had
been developed, and the famous Chapin
mine at Iron Mountain had been opened.
The Norway and Cyclops mine [sic — mines]
were opened by the Menominee Mining
company in 1878 and 1879. The Cyclops
was not a large deposit but yielded a very
high-grade ore. The Norway was a large
deposit of high-grade ore, but not so high
as the Cyclops.

‘A townsite was needed near these
mines, so | platted a piece of high rolling
ground south of the railroad, forming a very
desirable site, but it took me so long to get
my plat executed by the company owning
the land, that J.B. Wymer, who owned the
surface rights in the swamp just south of
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the Norway mine[,] was able to record his
plat of that property, and start his town
before | was ready. A corduroy road was
laid through the wet swamp, on the main
street, and buildings were erected with
foundations of cob-house piers built of
spruce poles, on which the sills of the
buildings were laid. In the summer the
water beside the corduroy, and under the
buildings was covered with a green scum,
which did not seem to trouble the
inhabitants, for the town grew rapidly. The
first sale of lots in my plat was to a stranger
who paid cash for two lots near the center
of the plat, and not long afterwards |
discovered that a large building had been
erected on this property to house one of the
worst kind of mining-camp dives. It
required a great deal of time and
considerable money to rid the property of
this nuisance, which effectually killed it as a
townsite [sic — town site].
Concluded on page four.

MENOMINEE RANGE

INTERESTING REMINISCENCES
OF ITS GREAT DEVELOPMENT.

Paper Read By Hon. John M. Long-
year, of Marquette, at Lake Su-
perior Mining Institute.

Concluded from page one.

“Subsequently the great Aragon mine
was found underlying the swamp and the
townsite [sic — town site], so it became
necessary to move the town south to the
site | had platted and land adjoining on the
west, the present location of the thriving
City of Norway.

“I think it is fortunate for the dwellers in
the City of Norway that ore was discovered
under the former site, thus driving them into
a much better place.

“In 1881, | had a magnetic survey made
showing the dip-needle attractions over the
iron formation form Waucedah to the
Menominee river, northwest of Iron
Mountain, [a] distance of about eighteen
miles. The survey was of considerable
service in laying out exploring work along
the range. The line of maximum attractions
being south of the ore deposits made an
excellent guide in planning exploring work.

“‘My first visit to the Crystal Falls iron
district was in 1874, while examining the
State Mineral Reserve lands, but at that
time | saw no indications of iron ore. | was
again in the same township (43-32) in 1877,
when | noted indications of iron-formation
[sic — iron formation] southeast of the
present city of Crystal Falls. In 1877,
extensive forest fires had damaged much
pine timber in this region, and | visited it for
the purpose of learning the extent of the
damage to our property. At this time there
were no roads or trails in that district. In
crossing the pine plains southeast of
Crystal Falls near the Brule river, | met a
party of lumbermen making a tote-road
north from the Brule river to [the] Paint river
in section28, T. 43 N., R. 32 W., where the
lumbermen were preparsng [sic -
preparing] to cut and save their damaged
timber. This was the first road into the
Crystal Falls district.

“IN 1880 or ’81 | visited the property
which afterwards became the Mastodon
iron mine. Here, in a small swamp on [a]
swale, I saw an outcrop of clean, hard
hematite ore, rising four or five feet above
the surface of the ground, and perhaps
seventy-five or one hundred feet in length.
Standing on the outcrop of ore was a large
dead decar tree, which had been blazed
years before, and on the blaze was written
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in red chalk, ‘Bojoo Nitche,” (Chippewa for
‘Good morningl[,] my friend’).

“The first good ore found in the Crystal
Falls district was on the property now
known as the Great Western mine. Another
exploration was a ‘chimney’ of hard
hematite found beside the falls, which gave
name to the city and district. This chimney
was supposed to lead to a large deposit,
but it was entirely mined out and found to
be only about eighty feet deep, and not
more than twenty feet across in the largest
dimensions.

‘I made three trips in boats down the
Michigamme river, one in 1874, one in
1879; the last in 1880. On the last trip we
portaged the boats form the Michigamme
river by Lake Mary to the Paint river, below
the Crystal Falls. This time | met Hon. S.S.
Curry in an exploring camp near the falls,
and at that time saw the pit revealing this
chimney[.”]

[ron Mountain Press, Iron Mountain,
Dickinson County, Michigan, Volume 21,
Number 51 [Thursday, May 3, 1917],
page 1, column 1; page 6, columns 1-3

REMINISCENCES
OF THE PENINSULA

F.W. HYDE RELATES
EXPERIENCES IN WOODS
MANY YEARS AGO.

He Erected First House in Iron
Mountain at a Point Near Pewabic;
Other Interesting Facts.

The following interesting article relative
to the early history of the upper peninsula is

from the pen of F.W. Hyde, who is now
engaged in the real estate business at
Clintonville, Wis.

In the Iron Mountain Press of March
15th there was a fine article on the early
reminiscences of the Menominee iron range
by the Honorable John Longyear. It may be
of interest to some of the many readers of
your valuable paper to have recalled some
of the early history of the northern
peninsula, as remembered by the writer][,]
who first visited that section in 1866,
coming from Green Bay to Escanaba by
boat, there being no railroad between these
two places at this early time.

Escanaba was a small village, called
Sand Point. There were only a few
business places, two hotels, the Tilden
House, owned by the railroad, and the
Oliver House, owned by a Mr. Oliver. One
large ore dock and a large commercial dock
owned by the railroad company.

The population was mostly railroad men
and lumbermen. Ex-United States Senator
Isaac Stephenson, of Marinette, and
associates, owned a small water mill at the
mouth of the Ford and one at the mouth of
the Cedar rivers. There was some
lumbering done on the White Fish river, and
as we now remember, a saw-mill [sic —
sawmill] operating there.

The Chicago & North-Western railroad
had built form Escanaba to Negaunee for
the purpose of hauling ore from the mines
to Escanaba to be shipped to lower ports,
connecting at Negaunee with the Marquette
& Ontonagon railroad for Marquette.

Leaving the railroad at Shake town, now
called Swanzey, we traveled west across
the east part of the Escanaba and the main
Escanaba river until we reached the
tributaries of the Ford river. Here we
located some of the finest pine timber. The
most of this state lands, there being very
little entered. That winter the Isaac
Stephenson company lumbered on the east
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part branch of the Escanaba as far north as
township 45, range 25, due west from
Swanzey.

To show the difference in lumbering in
those early days and the present time, that
winter the company hauled logs on long
sleds — that is, sleds with runners twelve or
fourteen feet long — without any iron shoes
on them. They were called wooden-shod
sleds. One mile was considered a long
haul. The camps were very primitive, built
low with two or three small windows, a fire
place [sic — fireplace] located in the center,
over which the cooking was done. Baking
their bread or biscuit in a tin baker, their
beans in an iron kettle, by digging a hole in
front of the fireplace, placing in the kettle
and covering it over with hot coals and
ashes. This was called the “bean hole.”
Their principal living was bread, potatoes,
beans, fat pork, dried apples, tea and black
strap molasses.

We remained in the woods until about
the middle of December. Then came to
Shake town again.

In the summer of 1867 we went to Lake
Michigamme and down the Michigamme
river to the mouth of the Deer river, in town
44, range 32. The Portage Lake Canal
company had commenced making
selections of the lands ceeded [sic — ceded]
to them by the government for the building
of a canal across Keweenaw Point. Here at
the mouth of the Deer river we met Albert
Buybee and men who had preceed [sic —
preceded] us by a few days, and were
looking [for] lands for the Canal company.

These lands had been withdrawn form
the market until such time as the Canal,
[sic] company could make their selections.

After spending several weeks looking
[at] timber, we concluded to go out of the
woods. Reaching the mouth of the Deer
river, we again met Buybec and men, also
Wm. Culbertson and Sam Short, both from
Girard, Penn. Mr. Culbertson, later on,

became heavily interested in lumbering on
the Menominee and tributaries.  After
talking the matter over, we concluded to
join forces and travel out through the woods
to the railroad instead of going up the river
by boat.

After four days of hard travel we
reached Shake town, going from there to
Negaunee and Marguette.

[Continued on Page Six.]

REMINISCENCES
OF THE PENINSULA

[Continued form Page One.]

Again, that fall, early in November, we
went to Champion, which had started that
summer, this being the terminus of the
Marquette & Ontonagon railroad. The
mining company had just opened the
Champion mine and was building a large
blast furnace for smelting the ore. Mr.
Donkersley, of Marquette, was president of
the road and was also heavily interested in
the blast furnace. There was a small log-
house [sic — log house] used for a store,
several small log-houses [sic — log houses]
for living purposes and a small log-house
[sic — log house] kept by a Frenchman as a
boarding-house [sic — boardinghouse]. A
Mr. Case, a very nice and refined
gentlemen [sic — gentleman], was general
manager. A Mr. Wilson was captain of the
mine, and a Mr. Doty storekeeper.

He [sic — We] remained here for two or
three days and built two small flat-bottomed
boats to use in going down the
Michigamme river.

Purchasing our supplies here and
floating down the Michigamme lake to the
outlet, then down the Michigamme river to
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the mouth of the Deer river, where we
made our headquarters.

There were no signs of civilization after
leaving Champion. The Republic [Mine] did
not start for some time after this.

Leaving our supplies, such as we could
not carry, at the mouth of the Deer river,
covered with our boats, we looked timber
between the Deer river and the Paint.
There were large bodies [of] pine, hemlock,
hardwood and cedar, although we only
located the very choicest of pine timber,
there being no sale for any other kinds of
timber at this early time. There was an
abundance of fur-bearing animals of all
kinds, as the country had never been
hunted or trapped, except what little had
been done by the Indians.

After remaining in the woods until
Christmas, and being afraid of the deep
snows coming on, we decided to start for
civilization.  Taking a southerly course
through the wood, we reached the
Menominee river, a few miles north of Bad
Water, an Indian village, where there were
between one and two hundred Chippewa
Indians living. It being a bitter cold day, we
stopped at one of the wigwams to get warm
and see if we could get something to eat.
Having a small allowance of flour with us,
we made the squaw understand we were
hungry and wished her to bake us some
bread, which she very readily did, also
cutting a nice sirloin of venison and cooking
it with boiled potatoes and onions. She
soon placed before us a dinner that would
do justice to the the [sic] most expert
feminine cook. Leaving Bad Water we took
the Indian trail that lead down to Sturgeon
falls. That night we camped on the pine
plains near Lake Antoine.

The next morning, after crossing the
lake, we missed the trail, and for this
reason again took our course through the
heavy forests, crossing over the high ridge
where the city of Iron Mountain is now

located. After leaving the plains south of
Lake Antoine the country became rolling
and was covered with heavy growth of
white and Norway pine, with very little
underbrush. There were thousands of deer
and this whole section of country resembled
a sheep ranch. Lake in the afternoon we
reached the Menominee river at Little
Quinnesec falls. Traveling down the river
on the ice until long after dark we came to
an Indian camp. Obtaining permission, we
stayed with him over night. The Indian[,]
who could talk some English, told us there
was a lumber camp just below the Sturgeon
Falls, which was about two miles down the
river. This was the fartherest [sic — farthest]
up the lumbering had been. Leaving the
Indian early the next morning we soon
reached the lumber camp, where we had
breakfast. From there we were three days
reaching Menominee.

In the spring of 1868, the writer in
company with a man named Rolin Crane,
who made his headquarters at Menominee,
and who had looked timber with George
Kitson, a half-breed Indian, left Menominee
and traveled to Lake Antoine. There were
no habitations of any kind only what was
called stations, or stopping places, the first
one being twelve miles form Menominee
kept by a Mr. Drimic. The next place,
twenty-five miles from Menominee, called
Grand Rapids, was kept by a widow lady
named Mrs. McFaden. We reached here a
little before sundown the first day. Soon
after we reached here, Bartley Breen came
in from the woods, and walked to
Menominee that night. He had located the
Breen mine and was on his way to
Marinette to enter it.

At the mouth of the Sturgeon river we
found a man, who was a product of the
Emerald Isle, living with a squaw. He had a
small clearing started, and a small log
house in which he was living. This later on
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became what was known as the New York
Farm.

In the summer of 1869, we located
timber on the Sturgeon river, a branch of
the Ford, and the main Ford river. Then
crossed over to the Michigamme. We left
Escanaba in August, and remained in the
woods until about the middle of December,
coming out at Champion. Where we
reached the mouth of the east fork of the
Ford river, which is in town 43, range 29,
we found a log camp that had been built by
John Armstrong and Joe Gaushey in the fall
of 1866. This was the only habitation or
sign of civilization in this whole country.
This camp was used as their headquarters
for trapping. John Armstrong was from
Negaunee, where he had been employed
by Edward Breitung as head bookkeeper.

The first day in April, 1870, we went
from Negaunee to the foot of Lake
Michigamme with a team. There was over
four feet of snow on the level. The railroad
had discontinued running trains between
Marquette and Champion on account of the
deep snows and small amount of business.
Ishpeming had just started, there was [sic —
were] a number of small log houses built on
what is now the main street. This road was
built form Marquette to L'’Anse by Timothy
Hurley, of Marquette, who ran a line of
stages during the winter time between
these two places.

We traveled from the foot of Lake
Michigamme to the mouth of the Deer river
on snow shoes, where we had our supplies
cached. We looked timber on the head of
the Fence and Deer rivers. Then crossed
over to the Ford and looked timber in town
44 and 45, range 28 and 29, and along the
headwaters of the Sturgeon, coming out of
the woods at Escanaba.

In August, 1872, we left Escanaba in a
sail boat for the White Fish river. We
looked timber along this river as far north as
Trout Lake. Also on the Sturgeon river that

empties into the Big Bay de Noc. At this
time there were large tracts of the very
forest of hard maple and some of the finest
cedar to be found in the whole country. We
returned to Escanaba in October. The
railroad company had commenced building
the road from Escanaba west and south
towards Menominee, and were [sic — was]
running a construction train  out of
Escanaba for eight or ten miles. Obtaining
permission from the superintendent, we
rode out four miles to what was afterwards
called Pine Ridge. Here we selected the
southwest quarter of section 16, town 39,
range 23. This proved to be one of the best
guarter sections we ever located, it being
large primitive cork pine that would average
about two and one-half logs to the thousand
feet. We looked timber along the railroad to
the crossing of the Little Cedar river. It
being late in December, we concluded we
had enough of woods work and started for
Menominee. The construction train ran out
of Menominee north for about fifteen miles.
Obtaining permission form the conductor,
we road [sic — rode] to Marinette. That
night we stayed at the Bagley House, which
was kept by Joe Jeramy [sic — Jeremie — 7],
Sr., a Frenchman. The hotel being
crowded to its utmost and due to our
personal appearance after being in the
woods for nearly four months, we were not
acceptable as guests of a first-class hotel.
After some persuasion wee were allowed
the privilege of sleeping on the soft side of
a hardwood floor for the small sum of fifty
cents.

That winter, or early the next spring, the
railroad company cut out the right of way
form 42, now called Spaulding [sic —
Powers], for seven or eight miles toward the
Breen mine. This was called the Breen
mine until the railroad was built, and then
was changed to Waucedah.

In June 1873, we traveled from
Spaulding over this route to section 32,
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town 40, range 30. There was a log house
built at the Breen mine and some
explorations had been started. A small
clearing had been made, and a small patch
of potatoes and other vegetables planted.
For the first seven or eight miles form 42
towards the Breen mine it was through a
thick cedar and tamarack swamp. After
reaching the end of where it was cut out,
we followed a blazed trail until we came to
the Breen mine. From here we followed the
trail until we crossed the Sturgeon river,
following down the river, over an old lumber
road, until we reached the New York farm,
at the mouth of the Sturgeon. A Mr. Rice
was in charge and was general manager.
This was headquarters for the New York
Lumber company. Here they raised a large
amount of potatoes, cut hay, and pastured
their teams during the summer season.

Following up the Menominee river over
a narrow woods road to the Little
Quinnesec Falls, we reached a log camp
owned by Messrs. Davis and Smith, of
Oshkosh, who had done some lumbering
here the previous winter. The next place
was at the end road, on section 34, town
40, range 30. Here was a small log camp
owned by William and James Dickey, who
kept a small supply of provisions, and were
trading with the Indians. This was the only
place between here and Menominee[,] a
distance of seventy-five miles over a woods
road, that anything in the line of provisions
could be obtained.

Early that spring, Welcome Hyde, of
Appleton, commenced exploring for iron on
section 22, town 40, range 30, near Lake
Fuma [sic — Fumee]. Some of the land had
been burnt over and they cleared off a
small piece and planted potatoes and other
vegetables, which came in very hand later
on. Soon after this they moved to section
32, town 40, range 30, where they did some
exploratory work. The Menominee Iron
company commenced explorations that

spring, on section 16, town 39, range 39.
N.P. Hulst was general manager and Mr.
Whitehead captain of the mine.

The Hon. John Buell commenced
explorations on the southwest part of town
39, range 30 and as we remember now, on
section 32. In July he struck a large vein of
blue hematite ore. This was the first ore
discovered of any amount by digging test
pits. There was [sic — were] various
outcroppings in different places, the largest
one being on section 31, town 40, range 30,
now called the Millie mine. In the later part
of September, we built a small log house
near the west line of section 32, now called
the Pewabic mine, and cut out a road to
Dickey’s trading post, a distance of two
miles. This was the first house of any kind
built in Iron Mountain.

At that time it seemed as though we
were at quite a high elevation, as we could
look over the top of the tall pine timber
below us for miles, and could see over into
Wisconsin. Even at this high elevation we
dug for water, and had dug only a few feet
when we struck a vein of pure cold water.
As the land was a sandy solil, in order to
keep it form caving in, we split short thin
pieces of timber and drove them down
around the outside of the spring, the water
raising and flowing over near the top. After
we completed our house and moved in, we
decided to celebrate the occasion by having
a feast. One or two days before the alloted
[sic — allotted] time, one of the men, who
claimed to be an expert with the gun, went
out and in a short time killed a nice large fat
deer. Preparing it for cooking with some of
our new potatoes and other vegetables we
has raised, we prepared a feast that would
satisfy the most exacting epicure, and
though our dress suits, and champagne
was [sic — were] not in range, our appetites
were, and we did ample justice to all the
estables [sic — edibles] placed before us.
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Ouir first visitors was [sic — were] the late
United States Senator Sawyer, from
Oshkosh, and Jud Hayward, from
Shawano, Wisconsin. Soon after this we
were favored by a visit from Professor
Pompelli and party. The next spring, after
the snow had disappeared, we were visited
by several parties who were looking for
timber or iron. H.D. Fisher and Frank
Keyes, from Menasha, Wisconisn, were
callers, on their way to where the city of
Florence is now located. Mr. Fisher
discovered the Florence mine the previous
year.

Soon after this we suspended
operations and bid adieu to this part of the
country, and did not have the pleasure of
visiting it again for twelve or thirteen years.
Iron Mountain during this interval had
started, and become quite a city.

On our last visit there we walked up to
where our log houses was built and found it
occupied by the mining company. The
water was flowing from our spring[,] just as
we had left it[,] unmindful of the many
changes that had taken place during these
long years. And just for the sake of good
luck, we once more took a drink form its
delicious waters.

F.M. HYDE.



