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EARLY NORWAY AND VULCAN VIEWS
DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN
PART 1

William J. Cummings
2015
[Identification Assistance by Bert J. Peterson]



NORWAY TOWNSHIP
DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DICKINSON COUNTY : Organized May
21, 1891, embracing T41N of R27W, T39N
0 T40N o T41N of R28W, T39N 6 T40N 0
T41N of R30W and T39N 6 T40N of R31W,
all set off from Menominee County; T42N 0
T43N of R28W 6 R29W & R30W, all set off
from Iron County; and T42N & T43N o
T44N of R27W andT41N of R28W 6 R29W
0 R30W, all set off from Marguette
County; named for Donald McDonald
Dickinson (1846-1917), postmaster general
under President Grover Cleveland and
leader of the Michigan Democratic Party .

NORWAY  TOWNSHIP Organized
December 30, 1880, embracing T39N &
T4A0ON o6 T41IN of R29W (then part of
Menominee County), set off from Breitung
Township; named for Village of Norway
located therein .




VILLAGE OF NORWAY AND
CITY OF NORWAY

INGALSDORF/INGALLSDORF/INGOLSDORF . Platted as Ingolsdorf
June 11, 1879, by the Ingalls Mining Company (Eleazer S. Ingalls,
president ; Timothy Cole, secretary) on the SE % of NE % of Section 8, T39N
of R29W,; post office established September 11, 1879, with Charles E.
Knowlton, postmaster ; changed to Norway December 8, 1879.

FREDERICKTON : Platted July 9, 1879, by the Lake Superior Ship
Canal, Railway & Iron Company on the S % of NW % of Section 9, T39N of
R29W; probably named for Frederick Ayer, secretary of the company;
annexed to City of Norway in 1891.

NORWAY : Platted July 31, 1879, by Carl L. Wendel on the N Y2 of NW Y%,
of Section 8, T39N of R29W,; post office transferred from Ingolsdorf
December 8, 1879; incorporated as a city April 17, 1891.

SOUTH NORWAY : Platted September 5, 1890, by Eugene Krohn on the
NE Y4 of SE ¥ of Section 8, T39N of R29W,; annexed by City of Norway in
1891.



EARLY NORWAY PHOTOGRAPHERS

Who took the photographs that document early Norway and Vulcan?



EARLY NORWAY PHOTOGRAPHERS:

JAMES E. SORTOR (1880 -1889)

SORTOR, James E. (1880-1890, Norway ; 1900-1903,
lron Mountain) : Born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, in
November, 1853; taken to lllinois as an infant, where he
lived until he was nineteen; photographer in Escanaba,
Delta County, Michigan, from 1873-1874; in 1876,
worked for the Chicago & Northwestern Railway
Company, and from 1877-1880 went to Detroit as
railroad photographer for four years; identified as
brakeman at Detroit in 1878 and 1879; came to Norway,
Michigan, in 1880; sold photograph gallery to Jorgen J.
Eskil in mid-June, 1888; opened another gallery in early
December, 1889; working in photograph studio at 210
East A Street, Iron Mountain, Michigan, from 1900-
1903; by September, 1904, working at photographer in
Pentoga, Iron County, Michigan; worked as
photographer in Kalamazoo, Michigan from 1905-1915;
continued as Kalamazoo photographer at 128 Main
Street West from 1916-1924; located at 128 % Main
Street West in Kalamazoo in 1924-1925; located at 304
Main Street West in Kalamazoo in 1925; located at 158
Main Street West from 1926-1931.




EARLY NORWAY PHOTOGRAPHERS:

JORGEN JOHANSEN ESKIL (1888

ESKIL, Jorgen Johansen (1886-1905,
[ron Mountain) Born February 22, 1857
in  Anderes, Norway, Europe, Eskil

emigrated from Norway to the United States
in 1880, studying photography in Chicago;
made a trip through the west in 1882,
setting up his photographic equipment in a
tent as he traveled ; returned to Chicago late
in 1882; moved to Coridon, lowa, and later
resided in Minneapolis, Minnesota ;
purchased H. Stonach & ghotograph gallery
on Central Avenue, Florence, Florence
County, Wisconsin, taking possessionJuly 4,
1883; operated branch studios in: Iron
Mountain, Michigan, Eskil & Lee, (1888-
1890, Iron Mountain) , Eskil & Peters
(1890-1891, Iron  Mountain) ; Norway,
Michigan, Bordewich & Eskil (1888-1891,
Norway) ; Crystal Falls, Michigan, and Iron
River, Michigan, all by the late 188006 %or
very early 18906;sOlaf Hansen was in
charge of the Iron River photograph gallery
beginning late in the spring of 1889;

-1891)

mounts from Iron Mountain from the 18800 s
note oStromsten , Op e r a;tbultr ®s k i Artd s
Gallery at 215 East Hughitt Street, Iron
Mountain, Michigan, in the summer and fall of
1891, moving to Iron Mountain from Florence;
listed in 1892-1894 and 1902-1903 directories ;
basically retired from photography in about
1905; died January 14, 1942, in Iron Mountain,
Michigan .



EARLY NORWAY PHOTOGRAPHERS:

JORGEN JOHANSEN ESKIL (1888 -1891)

WhenJorgenJohanseiieskil built his studioat 215 East
Hughitt Streeetin Iron Mountainin 1891, adjoiningthe
Robbins Block, he moved to Iron Mountain from
Florence, Wisconsin, and by this time had also
discontinuedhis studioin Norway [WJC and MRHM
Photos]




EARLY NORWAY PHOTOGRAPHERS:

RICHARD BORDEWICH (1888 -1896)

BORDEWICH, Richard (1888-1896, T T T T
Norway) : Managed Jorgen J. Eskil 6 s HEREE sy tau S& RN
lron  Mountain, Michigan,  photograph

gallery by August, 1888; purchased half-

interest in Jorgen J. Eskil & sNorway,

Michigan, photograph gallery, formerly
owned by James E. Sortor , in early
September, 1888, forming Bordewich &
Eskil (1888-1891, Norway) ; Bordewich &
Eskil built a new gallery on Nelson Street,
Norway, Michigan, which opened in the fall
of 1889; later Bordewich & Co. (ca. 1892,
Norway) , Bordewich & Lind (ca. 1893,
Norway) and R. Bordewich & Co. (ca.
1894, Norway) ; sold photograph gallery to
Henry Elmgaard in May, 1896; returned
to Cristiana, Norway, Europe, where he
died May 9, 1898.




EARLY NORWAY PHOTOGRAPHERS:

RICHARD BORDEWICH (1888 -1896)
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EARLY NORWAY PHOTOGRAPHERS

RICHARD BORDEWICH (1888

1896)




EARLY NORWAY PHOTOGRAPHERS:

RICHARD BORDEWICH (1888 -1896)




EARLY NORWAY PHOTOGRAPHERS:

O.T. DAHL (1888 1889)

DAHL, O.T. (1888-1889, Norway)

Working with  Bordewich & Eskil in
Norway, Michigan, by late fall, 1888; hired
by W. John Corin in mid-January, 1889;
short-lived  partnership with  Edward

Anunson (Dahl & Anunson , 1889,
Norway) in 1889 in Norway, Michigan ;
planned to return to Norway, Europe, in the
late fall, 1889, and may have operated
independently prior to that time.

ANUNSON, Edward (1890, Norway) : In
partnership with O.T. Dahl (Dahl &
Anunson , 1889, Norway) in  Norway,
Michigan, in 1889; began working at James
E. Sortor 6 dormer photograph gallery in
Norway, Michigan, in September, 1890.




EARLY NORWAY PHOTOGRAPHERS:

HENRY ELMGAARD (1896 -1899)

ELMGAARD, Henry (1896-1899,
Norway) Purchased Bordewich 0 s
photograph gallery on Nelson Street,
Norway, Michigan, taking possession May
1, 1896; operated the Norway Art Gallery
on Nelson Street, Norway, Michigan,
between 1896-18909.

Although not visible, E1 mg a aembdossed
studio information is located at the bottom
of the cabinet card at the right .




EARLY NORWAY PHOTOGRAPHERS:

PETER SOLHEIM (1899 -1931)

SOLHEIM, Peter (1899-1931,
Norway) : Born in Bergen, Norway,
on June 3, 1874, the youngest of
four sons of Nels Solheim; attended
school until he was sixteen, and
then devoted three vyears to
studying the art of photography ;
immigrated to the United States in
1893, and immediately found
photographic employment in New
York City; found similar work in
Chicago, Minneapolis and Iron
Mountain, Michigan, before settling
in Norway, Michigan, in 1899.

Operated photograph gallery at old
town site; built brick photograph
studio on Nelson Street in 1910;
listed in 1902-1903, 1907-1908
(corner of Nelson Street and Central
Avenue), 1913 (325 Nelson Street)
and 1925 (409 Nelson Street)
directories ; still listed as
photographer in 1930.

Died May 5, 1956, in Fargo, North
Dakota .



EARLY VULCAN PHOTOGRAPHERS:

JOHN A. TURINI (ca. 1910)

TURINI, JOHN A. (ca. 1910, Vulcan
area) : 0 A. TURINI,
PHOTOGRAPHER, VULCAN, MICH .0

was stamped on the postcard backs of
photographs. One of these postcards
displayed four views of the Sturgeon
Falls Power Dam and Power House and
was labeled: 0 P O WERRANT d P.I.M.

Co., VULCAN, MICH .6 and 0 P h oltyo

J.A. Turini .0 The photographer may
have been the John Turini born into an
Italian family in Austria in August of
1890, eldest of the nine children of
Albino and Teresa Turini . His father
immigrated in 1890, and his mother
followed with John in 1893. His eight
siblings were born in Michigan between
April of 1895 and 1910. John became a
citizen of the United States in 1896,
when his father was naturalized

The family was enumerated in Norway
Township in the 1900 Federal Census,
and in the Third Ward of the City of
Norway in the 1910 and 1920 Federal
Census reports. John was a student in
1900, a drugstore clerk in 1910, and an
electrician for an iron mining company
in 1920. Georgette was born about 1898
and emigrated from France in 19109.
She soon married John and in 1930 they
were living in the Second Ward of
Norway, where John was working for a
bakery as a baker. He was listed as
John Turini in the 1900, 1920 and 1930
Federal Census reports, but as John N.
Turini  in the 1910 Federal Census.
[David V. Tinder ]



EARLY NORWAY PHOTOGRAPHERS:

MISCELLANEOUS (1888 -1914)

CORIN, W. John (1888-1890,
Norway) : Built photograph gallery
on Cyclops Avenue, Norway,

Michigan, in the fall of 1888; closed
gallery in early March, 1890.

ROBERTS, W.H. (mid -March,
1888-XXXX, Norway) : Working as
a  photographer in Norway,

Michigan, by mid-March, 1888.

LIND , ---- (1891-1896, Norway) -
Operated a photograph gallery with
Richard Bordewich (Bordewich
& Lind, ca. 1893, Norway) |,
probably after 1891 and before May,
1896.

NORWAY ART GALLERY (1890-
1902, Norway) Listed as
photograph gallery in Norway,

Michigan, from 1890-1902.

OLSON , Anna R. (1902, Norway)
Listed as photographer at Norway,
Michigan, in 1902-1903 directory .

HOOVER , ---- (ca. 1914, Norway)
Listed as Norway, Michigan,
photographer, ca. 1914.



OF NORWAY—LOOKING SOUTH.

This photograph of Norway, looking south, appeared in Walter R. Nu r s eThiedMenominee Iron
Range, published in 1891. The first Norway High Schoolis visible at the far left. [WJC Photo]



This unused postcard B i r &y@& ¥iew of Norway, Mich ., looking east with the Old Town area in the
foreground, was taken after 1906 but before August 28, 1912, when the Norway High School, visible
on the horizon just about at the center of the photograph, burned. The McKinley Schoolis visible
to the right of the high school, and Norway City Hall is to the right of the McKinley School. The

Norwegian Lutheran Church on Norway Street can be seen southwest of City Hall, less than a
block away from city hall. [WJC Photo]
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Although postmarked June 17, 1914, this postcard view of southeast Norway was taken prior to
August 28, 1912, when the Norway High School building pictured in the upper right was destroyed
by fire. Directly below the high school building is the McKinley School. The intersection of Ninth
Avenue (left) and Norway Street (right) is in the foreground. The church at the far right was the
Norwegian Lutheran Church, located at 313 Norway Street. Nelson Street (now Main Street) was
one block east of Norway Street. [WJC Photo]



Buildings listed on the east side of the 300 block of Nelson Street in the 1913 Directory of the Cities
of Iron Mountain and Norway and Dickinson County were: , Mrs. D.W. Martin , millinery ; :
Peter O. Johnson, confectionery and ice cream parlor ; , Norway Hotel and Restaurant , Jacob
Schmidt, proprietor ; , Ira E. Carley, confectionery and notions; , Otto H. Peterson,
barbershop; , Alphonse J. De Roech, bakery and general merchandise; , Norway Hardware
Company, John E. Anderson, proprietor ; , Joseph Ruwitch & Sons (Simon and Julius) , dry
goods, clothing, furniture . [WJC Photo]
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Postmarked Norway, Mich., June 28, 1913, this postcard view of Norway, looking east, shows the
brick Norway City Hall from the back at the left. The side and back of the Swedish Lutheran
Church (later the Bethany Lutheran Church and now Good Shepherd Lutheran Church), located on
Iron Street, is visible just right of center. The two-story, brick commercial building located on the
southeast corner of Main Street and Eighth Street was Woodlot Seed Company, owned by the
Hulce family in the 19606.s [WJC Photo]
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Postmarked Norway, Mich., October 3, 1931, this postcard view shows the intersection of Mine
Street and Seventh Avenue, then M-12 and now U.S. 2, facing west. A gasoline station, a Sinclair
station in the 19500 sand 19600 sowned by Ernest Christanelli , appears at the right at the
northwest corner of the intersection . [WJC Photo]
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This postcard view, ca. 1910, shows the settling of ground which began in Old Town in about 1902,
especially on Nelson Street (now Main Street), located one block east of Old T o w nMag1 Street
between Summit Avenue and Helen Street. The business district gradually moved to its present
location south of the viaduct for the Chicago & North -Western Railway tracks on South Nelson
Street (now Main Street). The man standing in foreground, Joseph Bouchey, was a Norway pioneer
who helped to construct ore pockets and the trestle which enabled the first shipment of ore to leave
Norway in October, 1878. The depression where Joseph Bouchey was standing is where or near
where Strawberry Lake is now located. [WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: NELSON STREET

NELsSON STREET—LO0OOKING SOUTH.

This illustration showing Nelson Street, looking south, appeared in The Menominee Iron Range, by
Walter R. Nursey, printed in 1891. [WJC Photo]
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This photograph of The Current Block was reproduced in The Menominee Iron Range by Walter R.

Nursey, 1891. [WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: NELSON STREET

This postcard view, postmarked January 2, 1906, shows Nelson Street, looking north. Note the
drug store sign at the right, the clothing store sign farther down the block and the meat market

sign on the opposite side of the street. The building at the end of the street was the Gaynor Hotel.
[WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: NELSON STREET

This postcard view, dated 1908, shows Nelson Street, looking north in Old Town. Note the drug
store trade sign of a mortar and pestle at the right, as well as the Bell Telephone sign just below.
The building at the end of the street was the Gaynor Hotel. The downtown area was undermined
and many buildings were structurally damaged. Note the supporting timbers at the right front.
[WJC Photo]
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postcard view of Main Street (now Hillcrest Drive ), looking north . The photograph was taken from

Postmarked January 28, 1910, the area in Norway known as Old Town can be seen in this 1908
the intersection with Central Avenue. [WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: NELSON (MAIN) STREET

Postmarked January 28, 1910, the area in Norway known as Old Town can be seen in this 1908
postcard view of Main Street (now Hillcrest Drive) looking north . The building at the end of the
street, once the Gaynor Hotel, was located on Summit Avenue (which no longer exists) and marked
the north end of Main Street. The intersection with Cyclops Avenue, one block south of Summit
Avenue, was about two buildings north of where the wagon was hitched on the left side of the street
when this photograph was taken. The four stores located at this intersection in 1907 fronted
Cyclops Avenue and included Joseph Ruwitch & S o ndgeseral store, M. St. P e t eger@ral store,
Alexis Pat e n a wrdgstore and Fred Ro g e sa®dn. This photograph was taken from the

intersection with Central Avenue. [WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: NELSON STREET

LLooking Up Main Street, Norway, Mich.

This postcard view, postmarked January 2, 1906, shows Nelson Street, looking north . The building
at the end of the street in the distance, just above the small white building on the left in this
photograph, was the Gaynor Hotel. [WJC Photo]



Looking south, this postcard view, dating from about 1950 to 1960, shows both sides of the 200
block of Main Street, looking south from the viaduct. The Prince Albert Tavern, operated by Fred
Bombacini (now the Night Owl) appears at the extreme right on the west side of the street, and
Joseph M. P a u Iblacksmith shop was located next door and the Norway City Hall on the next
block. Across the street from the tavern was the Community Lumber Company, possibly run by
Mr.O0 Co nwh® may have beenthe owner or manager. [WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: SW NELSON & ARAGON

Postmarked Norway, Mich., July 1, 1912, this 1908 postcard view shows the Norway City Hall,
located at the southwest corner of Nelson Street (now Main Street) and Aragon Street. The
building housed the city offices, police and fire departments . When this postcard view was taken,
probably shortly after the building opened, the First National Bank was located in the northeast
corner of the first floor. Norwegian Lutheran Church at far left in background. [WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: SW NELSON & ARAGON

Madame Ernestine Schumann -Heink , one of the w o r | gileétast contraltos, opened the auditorium

in No r wanew sity hall building with a concert on the evening of March 26, 1908. The famed
singer was paid $1,000 for her performance and a Steinway piano was shipped from Milwaukee, as
the company provided a piano for all her concerts, as well as a tuner who was a member of her
party . Accompanied by her husband, F.A. Rapp, her accompanist, Mrs. Katherine Hoffman , and
the Steinway representative, Mme. Schumann-Heink arrived in Norway direct from Washington,
D.C., the morning of her concert, staying at the home of Mayor F.A. Janson. [WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: SW NELSON & ARAGON

Included in the large audience were about two hundred people from across the Menominee Range
with Iron Mountain and Iron River being especially well represented. Special cars to accommodate
out-of-town people were added to the regular evening Chicago & North -Western Railway passenger
train and a special train returned them to their respective communities following the concert.
Mme. Schumann -Heink sang about half of the program in German and the rest in Italian, English
and French. Included in the concert program were Franz S c h u b & Dtb&tsdie Ruh, &WNohin 6
and o DeWander ag wall as the dWaltrauten 6 Scene from Richard Wa g n e opers
0Gott er da mane thal Regitdtive and Arie 0 Ad r i fomoWa g n eapéra cRienze.6 From
Liszt came 0 D idrei Zigeuner, w@hile Brahms provided six Hungarian gypsy songs. [WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: SW NELSON & ARAGON
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This unused postcard view of the Norway City Hall was photographed by Louis Pesha, famed
photographer from Marine City, Michigan, who worked between 1905 and 1912. [WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: SW NELSON & ARAGON

The musical operetta o0 T h €aptain of Pl y mo uwa$ presented at the Norway City Hall
auditorium on Saturday evening, May 10, 1913, by the high school students. The cast included Ella
Blomgren as Priscilla, Paul Soderlund as the Captain of Plymouth, Thomas Cuff as Erasmus,

Harold Lindahl as John Alden, Catherine Calcaterra as Mercy, Irene Van Kerckhove as Katonka
and Will Elliason as Chief Waftawamuth . [WJC Photo]
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Nor walaSoic Block was located at the southwest corner of South Nelson Street (now Main
Street) and Frederick Street (now Eighth Avenue). It was scheduled to open in the late spring of
1909, probably shortly before this postcard view was taken. The two store rooms on the first floor
of the two-story brick building housed The P e o p ISter6 and the Norway Candy Kitchen. The
lodge rooms were on the second floor. The Ben Franklin Store was later located in this building .
[WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: 300 BLOCK NELSON ST.

Postmarked Norway, Mich ., February 7, 1914, this view of the west side of Main Street looks south.
The Caresch Fit Well Clothing Store was located on the corner at the intersection with Frederick
Street (now Eighth Avenue). The Ben Franklin Store was later located in this building . [WJC
Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: 300 BLOCK NELSON ST.

Postmarked February 7, 1914, this postcard view shows the west side of No r w aNeBa Street
(now Main Street) looking south. The following businesses and their respective addresses were
listed in the 1913 Directory of the Cities of Iron Mountain and Norway and Dickinson County,
beginning with the Masonic Block to the right in the above photograph: 318, Fit Well Clothing ,
Lazarus Charash, proprietor ; 320, Axel Aronson & Emil Eklund , groceries and meats; 322, Norway
Clothing House, Anton Anderson, proprietor ; 322, Michael St. Peter & Son (Frank) , insurance and
real estate; 324, Paul Jacobsen, druggist ; 330, The Current ; 330, Edward Melin & John Larson,
saloon; 330, J.C. Knight , lawyer ; 332, William H. Weber, druggist ; 400, First National Bank; 400,
Dr. Boyd L. Kelley, dentist; 404, Gust Albert Malmgren , druggist; 406, John Perkins & Son
(Samuel), general merchandise; 410, Waters & Erickson, furniture and undertaking, Berger
Erickson, manager; 412, John De Roeck, saloon; 414, Andrew T. Sethney & Co., groceries; 416,
Arvid E. Asp & Co., dry goods and ge nt | e mmishings (A.E. Asp, J.E. Anderson, Gust
Anderson); 418, John Eklund , jeweler; 420-424, R a ms d edhartiw@re & Crockery Store (Wilmer M.
Ramsdell). [WJC Photo]



Mrs. David W. (Edith) Martin ran a millinery
shop, possibly at 301 Nelson Street which was
also her residence. Her husband was the
superintendent of the City Water Works and also
the chief of the Norway Fire Department,
according to the Directory of the Cities of Iron
Mountain and Norway and Dickinson County
1913. This postcard was an early form of
promotional advertising to introduce her new line
of spring hats on March 27 and 28, 1912. [WJC
Photo]

e cardially infite you to inspect our

Opening Display of Spring Millinery
MMarelh 27 aundczs, 1912

Mes. A W, Mactin

Norfuay, Mich.




Postmarked on the Duluth & G.R. Powers R.R.P.O., Train 35, on June 21, 1945, this postcard view
shows both sides of the 300 block of Main Street looking south from Frederick Street (now Eighth
Avenue) with the Ben Franklin Store at the end of the block. Ed Langin and Arnold Mellin ran a
hardware store across the street. Dr. Errol Willams , a dentist, had his office where the bay
window is located next to the Ben Franklin Store in 19306 s194006 and 19500.sJ a ¢ 0 b Rexalld s
Drug Store was in the middle of the block. The Ruwitch Department Store was located on the
northeast corner of the intersection with Seventh Avenue (U.S. 2). [WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: 300 BLOCK MAIN STREET
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Dating from 1950-1960, this view of the west side of the 300 block of Main Street at the intersection
with Eighth Avenue shows the Ben Franklin Store at the north end of the block. The Gift Gallery,

formerly occupied by The Norway Current , was next to A u n eDiug Store on the northwest corner
at the intersection with Seventh Avenue. [WJC Photo]



BUSINESS DISTRICT: 314 MAIN STREET

John E. E k | u nJeévieby Store was located at 314 Main Street when this photograph was taken in
1907. [Menominee Range Historical Museum]



