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x As the nineteenthcentury went on, prostitution as a profession
becamanorecommon, ratherthanjust occasionallysoliciting. While
many prostitutesstill practicedtheir trade independentlythe new
classof professionaprostitutescreateda demandfor a locationto do
theirregularbusinessandthebrothelservedhatpurpose

x During the late nineteenthcentury,brothelsin the United Stateswere
no secret Commonly referredto asfidi s o h d a s lrathels
were also known as bagnios,bawdy houses cathousesdens houses
of ill fameor ill repute ranchesaandwhorehouses

x A Dbrothel inhabitant could be called by many namesi some
euphemistic,such as abandonedvoman, bawd, fallen angel, good
time daisy, harlot, lady of the evening,soiled dove, wantonwoman
andwomanof thetown 1 andotherlesskind labels,like hooker,slut
andwhore
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The averagebrothelheld five to twenty working girls. Somehigherend
brothels also employed staff servants,musiciansand a bouncer The
typical brothelcontainedseverabedroomsall furnished Thesen f ianmde
tendollar parlor h o u sagtractedwealthy men, who usedthe facilities
muchasa gentlemen'socialclub. i O rdellarh o u swerg\asited by
membersf theworking class

Womenjoined brothelsfrom all walks of life. The averageprostitutewas
approximately21, butmanywereasyoungas13or asold as50.

Typically thought of as an escapefor young, poor, troubled women,
brothelssometimesattractedthoseless expected Trained musiciansand
singerssometimeswvere lured into it by their interestin easymoneyand
fun times Someothersturnedto brothelsto get out of their boring,
abusive por otherwiseunfulfilling marriages

Although they might be of various classesethnicities,and ages,most
womenwho beganor joined brothelshad a sharedgoal quick money
Many found themselvesalways indebtedto their madams Her lack of
credit made a prostitute unable to buy items necessaryfor her trade
(powder,cosmetics perfumesand eveningwear),and shewas forced to
buy themthroughhermadam
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Some madams,often former prostitutes themselves,rose to become
mdependentlywealthy The madamwas responS|bIe‘or the behaviorof

her prostitutes,which could prove challenging since drug abusewas
common A large focus for madamswas keeping their business
transactiongliscreetand stayingon the good side of the law, which they

dihd b%/ contributing money to charitable organizations,schools and
churches

Despitethoseefforts, muchof the profit still wentto legalfines andfees,
sinceprostitutionwaslargelyillegal. Timely paymentof thesefinescould
usually guaranteea madamthat her businessould continuewithout fear
of beingshutdown

A madamstayednvolvedin herbusiness Runninga housewith somany
In it requiredskill. A brothelrequiredthe purchaseof regularfood and
food preparation A madamhadto monitor the cleanlinesf the brothel,
includingthe sheetswhich hadto be changedseverakimesin anevening,
and a stock of wines and liquors for clientele Shewasthe bossof the
brothelandsoa madamfired andhired servantsmaidsandprostitutes

New facesin the brothelwere desiredby patronsand so madamshadto
find newwomento recruit Sometimesthat meanttakingin a lessthan
desiredwomanbut onewith youthandgoodlooks Thef n e pvastitute
receivedraining,cosmeticsandclothesfrom themadam
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Disorderly housesor any otherdwelling usedfor purposef selling
sexor otherlewd actsin the early twentiethcenturywereillegal with
a few exceptions the statesof ArkansasKentucky, Louisiana,New
Mexico and SouthCarolina Penaltiescould rangefrom $1,000 and
timein jail to muchsmallerfines,

From1911to 1913the United StatesDepartmenbf Justiceundertook
the task of collecting information on the numbersof prostitutesin

brothels in order to use this information againstthe muchfeared
A Wh iStawe Traffic.0 This effort collectedinformation from 318
cities of 26 easternstates It estimatedabout100,000 womento be
working in brothelsat the time, yet someestimatedhe total number
of prostitutego beashigh as500,000.

The early developmenbf the Menomineelron Rangein Mi ¢ hi g at
western Upper Peninsulaoccurred during the last quarter of the
nineteentrcentury,contemporaneousith the Old West

Prostitutionplayeda significantrole in thesemining towns
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What do all the following early photographs have in common?
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A railroadcrew which cut, graded and laid the tracks from Powers to the new iron mines in spring summer and fall of
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Chapin Mine iron miners at the mine location and neplatted townsite of Iron Mountain in the spring or summer of 1880.
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Chapin AD0O Shaft of I ron Mountainds Chapin Mine
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Lumber camp crew worked in BreenfglchTownship, Dickinson County, between 1880 and 1900.
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Lumberjacks in front of the cook house in a northeastern Dickinson County lumber camp in about 1912.
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WHAT DO ALL THE PRECEDING PHOTOGRAPHS
HAVE IN COMMON?

THEY ALL PICTURED MENT MAINLY
YOUNGER, SINGLE MEN.

OVER 600 MENBUILT THE MENOMINEE RANGE
RAILROAD FROM POWERS TO IRON RIVER.

OVER 2,000 MENEXPLORED FOR IRON ORE
AND WORKED IN THE IRON MINES.

OVER 1,500 MENWORKED AS LUMBERJACKS
IN THE VIRGIN PINE FORESTS.

THUS, SEVERAL THOUSAND MEN INHABITED A FRONTIER
WHERE THERE WAS A SHORTAGE OF WOMEN!




1

x A sonof Abel Mudge (18121859 and Mary Harp (18161889, Lewis Croin
Mudge was born April 2, 1839 in Blenheim Township, Oxford County,
Ontario,Canada His fatherwasa minister Oxford Countyis in southwestern
Ontario,just northof Lake Erie.

x On Decemberl8, 1855 Rev Abel Mudgediedin Canning(formerly Mudge
Hollow), Blenheim Township, Oxford County, CanadaWest (Ontario) at the
ageof 43, whensonLewis wassixteenyearsold.

x Six yearslater, in 1861, 22-yearold Lewis was jailed for the first time in
Woodstock Oxford County which musthaveshockechis family.

x On April 6, 1862 23yearold Lewis married 16-yearold Matilda i Ma u d e 0
Hunt (18461924, daughterdJohnand Mary (Folger) Hunt, in Oxford County,
Ontaria

x Theirfirst child, daughterAlziminain Mi rGartsudeMudge(18621930, was
bornJune8, 1867 justtwo monthsafterherp a r emarriag®

x Despitebeingeducatedandraisedwith manyadvantaged,ewis rana criminal
networkthatreignedoverthe southerralf of WaterlooCounty,Ontario,north
of BlenheimTownship His bandof highway robbers,headquartereat the

COUNTY OF

OXFORD Black HorseTavernon the RosevilleRoad,terrorizedtravelersthroughoutthe

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

area He waswidely fearedandthoughtto beunstoppable
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X On September6, 1864 Lewis Franklin i Fr aMukge thecoupl eds
seconcchild, wasborn,in BlenheimTownship,Oxford County,Ontaria

x |n 1865 Lewis and Matilda i Ma u d/edge were arrestedfor selling
liguor without a licenseand incarceratedn the Waterloo County Jalil in
Berlin (later Kitchener), Ontaria  Freedupon paying a $34.70 fine, the
family begarmovingwest

X Onthe1870U.S. Censuslewis, 31, andMatilda, 24, appearedn Lapeer,
LapeerCounty, Michigan, wherethey ran a saloon DaughterAlzimina
A Mi n(621930 and son Lewis Franklin i F r a(h8641871) were
living with their grandmotherin Blenheim Township, Oxford County,
Ontarig whenFrankdiedayearlateron July 1, 1871

x A second daughter, Ursula Maud Mudge (18781945 was born in
CheboyganCheboygarCounty,Michigan on February28, 1878

x Accordingto the 1880U.S. Census] ewis, 41, Matilda, 34, andMaud, 2,
were living in Ishpeming, Marquette County, Michigan. Lewis had no
occupatioristedandMatildawasi k e e Ipouseog

x OnNovemberl7, 188(Q 18yearold Mina Mudge daughterof i L o uande 0
Matilda Mudge marriedFrankiBolducko [sic T Bolduc], sonof Frankand
Maria fiBolducko, in Florence MarinetteCounty,Wisconsin

This studio tintype of Lewis Croin Mudge, holding daughter Alzeminafi Mi n a o
Mudge,and his wife, Matilda fi Ma u dHunt) Mudge,wastakenin about1864in
Canada [Dale Bomberg
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x With headquartersn Florence, Wisconsin until about 1890 Lewis Croin
Mudge was the mostinfamousof all the individualsinvolved in prostitution
andwhite slaveryon the Menominedron Rangeandbeyond

x In his book BeWaBic Country The Story of the Menominedron Rangein
the Upper Peninsulaof Michigan HerbertF. Larson,Sr., describedMu d g e 6 s
arrival onthe Menominedron Rangeasfollows:

x JustwhoMudgewasis not clearly known,but he did havean eyefor business,
for whenhe wasinformedthat a newrailroad wasbeing built on a newiron
range and that the newtown of Florence,Wisconsinwas not only the end of
therailroad butthe headquarterof manylarge lumbercompanieshedecided
thatthat wasthe placeto goto.

x Herewouldbethefocal pointfor a large numberof potentialcustomers four
hundredmenbuilding a railroad, onethousandmenin the mining camps,and
another twelve to fifteen hundred men working in the various surrounding
lumber camps Most of thesemen were young and single, and what they
neededwas recreation,entertainmentand i t hisjust what | intendto give
t h e mysedvir. Mudge

This portrait of Lewis Croin Mudgewas probably takenbetweenl860and 1865
in Ontario. [Ancestry]
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Thisphotographof Central Avenue Florence,Marinette County,Wisconsinwastakenin 1880and exemplifiedrontier mining
settlemenbeginningson the Menominedron Range Florencedevelopedroundaniron minediscoveredy Hiram D. Fisher,

of MenashaWisconsinjn Octoberof 1873 [MenomineeRangeHistorical Museum]
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In 1880 the settlementof Florence formeda part of Marinette
County,Wisconsin Accordingto the censussnumeratiornof that
year,the populationof the settlementvas267.

In his book BeWa-Bic Country. The Storyof the Menominee
lron Rangein the Upper Peninsulaof Michigan, publishedin
1963 HerbertF. Larson,Sr., describedhe earlyyearsin Florence
asfollows:

Many notorious characterswere attracted to the new boom
Menominedron Rangeminingcamps

hOLD MANoOo MUWDGE

As the railroad pushedon from Powersto Quinnesec,|ron
Mountain,Michigan, and Florence,WisconsinFlorencebecame,
by far, the toughest,hell-roaring town on the new Menominee
Iron Range

Here were not only locatedtwo large mining camps,but also
the headquartersof the large lumber companieswho not only
operated large warehousesbut shipped in and picked up
hundredsof mento work for themin their nearbylumbercamps,
located along the Menominee Paint, Michigammeand Bruleé
Rivers

The placesof businesdocated along the single main street,
which was nothingmorethan a long mudhole flankedby raised
wooden sidewalks, were saloons, houses of prostitution or
gamblingdens It was not unusualfor all three to be housed
underoneroof.

Astherewasno law andorder, it wasunsafeto walk the main
street after dark The sheriff was powerless No one really
wantedthes h e r jobf fdr wisenthe mencut loose,the sheriff
hadto let themgo.

Two well-known characters hit town about the sametime
They were Morrison and Mudge They operateddance halls.
Mo r r i was midwsay betweenFlorence and Commonwealth,
while Mu d gveasa the other side of town on theroad leading
to Crystal Falls.



EARLY FLORENCE 1 T HE

NOLD MANDO

MiUSD G E

This view of the village of Florencewastakenby JorgenJohanseriEskil, pioneerMenomineeRangephotographerjn the 1880

[MenomineeRangeHistorical Museum]

Mostoft o d aegidestnf the Menomineedron Ranged o n 6 t Most Menominee lron Range boomtowns remained with

realizeits developmentcoincidedwith the developmentof the
Old West In the Old Westcountlesdhoomtownsappearedoften
existing only a brief time until the mines gave out, the cattle
drives endedor the railroad crews set down somewhereelse
Deadwood SouthDakotg sprangup almostovernightaftergold
was discoveredin 1875 A massivefire destroyedalmost300
buildings in 1879 and as the gold claims were pretty much
playedout, peoplemovedon. Tombstone Arizona, wasalso a
mining boomtown betweenl877and1890 Within a few years
its populationexplodedfrom about100to 14,000

populationgdecliningastheiron ore peteredbut.

Many of the following articles, taken from The Florence
Mining Newswerewritten by ChaseSalmonOsbornduring his
tenureasco-editor of thatearly newspapefrom May 5, 188310
April 9, 1887 OsbornwasMi ¢ h i gogemorsom 191110
1913

The articlescontaininformation on Lewis C. Mudge Mina
Mudgeandthe MudgeGang aswell asanassortmenof articles
on prostitution and crime in FlorenceCounty, Wisconsin and

nearbyDickinson County (then a part of MenomineeCounty),
Michigan
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In hisbookHerbertF. Larson,Sr., describedviudgeasfollows:
Someclaim hewasa traveling preacherfrom northernOhio or Indiana Otherssay

he wasa professionagamblerfrom BentonHarbor, Michigan,and had comenorth to
Pequaming Michigan, on a lumber barge He could have posedas a traveling
preacherfor he did havea remarkablecommandf the Englishlanguage In order to
attract attention, he dressedlike a preacher,but thosewho knew him well said he
resemblednorecloselythe headmanof theold travelingmedicineshow

Mudgewasa neatdresser He alwayswore a hard-boiled shirt, sometimes plain
but mostlya colored vest,a cotton black string tie, a Prince Albert coat and a high
shinyplug hat His clotheswerealwaysimmaculate He also carried a cane In his
upperleft handcoatpocket,he wore a pair of kid gloves,the fingertipsof which hung
outoverthetop of his pocket

A large, rugged, powerfully built man, he carried his dresswell and was a very
smoothoperator As an entertainer,he could sawon a violin. He also had a good
voice He did the calling for all squaredancesandwith his violin madequite a show
Whenhe becameso badly crippled with rheumatisnthat he could not play the violin
anymore his daughtertookover

Lewis Croin Mudge (18391897 probably posedfor this studio photographin
about1875to 1880 His stylish clothing, including plaid pants,documenthe claim
A Mu dwpsalwaysimpeccablydressedn fine clothesd [Ancestry]
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On June 25, 1881, Lewis Cronin Mudged siamefirst appearedn The Florence
Mining Newsin thefollowing two items

Old man Mudgeinforms us that he is going to Canadato pay his relatives and
friendsa shortvisit and hopesand praysthat thosewho owe him, will comeup to the
lick log and putdowntheir dust!

Andé

Rewardi | will pay $5 to any personthat will showmethe d----d [damned]villain
that stolemycane,anyonereturningthe canewill berewarded Old Mudge

Two weekslater, on July 9, 1881, Mudged sameagainappearedn The Florence
Mining News asfollows:

ON Sundaylasti soit is saidi a beerglass,in the handsof Old Mudge,suddenly
brokeloosefrom its mooringsand cameinto collision with theroof of PeterJ o ur d a n ¢
upper story. After shavingabout a quarter sectionof it, the doctor had sufficient
territory cleared,onwhichto commenceperations

In the sameedition of The FlorenceMining Newsa referencewas madeto fBiler
Av e n,whereMudged 8 e st a b | wasldcatesl astoliows:

IT is singular how after the shadowsof eveningare falling fast, strangersare
anxiousto explorethe far famedfiBiler Avenued It hasgot an extendedeputation
andasoneofthei s i g df thestawn, hasto be interviewed Competentnd trusty
guidescanbehadfor a comparativelysmallcompensation
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This photographof Central Avenue,F | 0 r emamn sti@et,
was taken by Jorgen JohansenEskil in 189Q The Ludington
House, a hotel, is at the far right. Note signs indicating a
grocery store and a merchanttailor shopin the sameblock
[MenomineeRangeHistorical Museum)]
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nBiler Av e n wastbe nicknamefor a two-block stretchof
Pacific Avenue in late nineteenthcentury Chicago made
notorious by 1 wo mwithout h u s b awho $ @ ailing
d r u rakdwearein afi s t chdorestantiotande f f er ve s c €
accordingto the ChicagoTribune
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The following items referencingii O |Miu d g appearedn
the July 23, 1881, editionof TheFlorenceMining News

BILER AVENUE is fastlosingits attractions,andnowi Ol d

Mu d gigveearinga long face,and with a sigh declaresthat if
thingsgo on in this deplorableway muchlonger, that evenhe, 1
the pride of the avenuei will soon haveto moveto a more
favorable locality, for the benefitof his health and reputation
TheNEWSmaymournhis departure,as he hasfurnishedit with
the nucleusfor manya local item,and can cordially recommend

nOLD MANO

MiIUOD G E

him to the notice of any small town, needinga ncent r al

ornamenid Applicationsfrom towns along the Rangecan be
sentto this intelligencebureau

Thefollowing weekTheFlorenceMining Newspublishedthe
two following itemsin its July 30, 1881, edition

ANOTHERdeaconof the Biler avenuesynagogughouseof
il repute]had to succumbto the inevitableand start out on a
pilgrimage

OUR esteemedellow citizen,fi O | Mlu d g s fraveling, to
savehisreputation We owledpno more

Believing,werejoice,

To seethe cussremoved

In the August27, 1881, editionof TheFlorenceMining News
thefollowing item appeared

THE synagogughouseof ill repute]on Biler avenues oniits
lastlegs A priestesswvho officiatedtherehashadto leavetown
Keepthe goodwork movingon.

The following article appearedn the Septembe23, 1882,
edition of The Florence Mining News regardingthe risks of
walkingdownF | o r efBilerd @ & n afterdark

IT is notsafefor aninnocent,goodlookingmanto go around
this town after dark, especiallyon the back street,commonly
calledfiBiler avenued

It would appear so, however,from the fact that one of our
worthy police officers got into a rather seriousdifficulty one
eveninglast weekby being on said avenuerather late. If a
policemanwill getinto trouble, mostany personis likely to get
into the samepredicament

It seemghat said goodlooking officer, with a moustachend
chin whiskers,occurreddown that way in the dischargeof his
respectiveduties,and wasabductednto oneof the houseghere
by a younglady. Shetold him therewasa manin the building
whoneededakingcareof.
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The officer, who is alwaysreadyto do anythingin his power
for the gentle sex,accompaniedher into the house,where he
found anotheryounglady, but could not seeanythingthat had
the appearanceof a man He wassomewhapuzzledat first, but
oneof the girls said sheguessede had goneoutto geta drink
andmightbe backin a fewminutesandinvitedthe copto takea
seatandwait a shorttime,

He waitedaboutaslong as he thoughtbestand the mandid
not showup, so he startedto go, but as he aroseoneof the girls
took his handcuffsout of his coat pocket,while the other one
tumbled him over a chair onto his back and her companion
claspedthe braceletsontothewrists of theworthy police

Theyhadhimfoul, andthenproceededo go throughhim.

Theytook everythinghe had in his pocketsand thentook his
pocketsaway from him, which did him up in grand style (He
hadno pocketdn hisundershirt [sic i undershirt])

After theygot throughwith him he lookeda gooddeal like a
native of Africa, and had on aboutas manyclothesas a genuine
cannibal After theyhadtortured him for abouttwo hours,they
proceededo ---------- let him go.

It did not take him any alarming amountof time to gethome
andcleanup. He declaresthat the nexttime he hasoccasionto
go on fiBilero after dark, he will take a whole squadof police
alongto protecthim from the innocentiifamule® [females]who
infectthat part of thecity.

nNOLD MANO

MIUID G E

E
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The Iron Hunter, an autobiographical
accountof ChaseS. Osborn governor of
Michigan from January2, 1911to January
1, 1913 and Mi ¢ h i grdyngdwernor
from the UpperPeninsulayaspublishedn
1919

In Chapterl i Titled i Wo | vHumsan
andOt h e r Wwthearthorrecountshis
yearsas co-editor of The FlorenceMining
News located in Florence, Florence
County, Wisconsin, with Jamesl. Toney
from May 5, 1883 to April 9, 1887.

His encountersvith Lewis Croin Mudge
and Mu d g dabighterAlzamina i Mi na &
Mudge are well documented,as is the
account of the kidnapping of Willie
Dickinson the 6-yearold son of Capt
William Edmund and Elizabeth (Sargent)
Dickinson  who disappeared when

returning from school on November 1, Chase Salmon Osborn (1861049)
1881
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The blood-searchinghowl was repeatedin greater volumei
four wolvesthis time It wasgettinglate in thelittle mining town,
but drunkenshoutsandthe crack of a shotcouldnowandthenbe

heard

é

This took place at Florence, Wisconsin,in the heart of the
Menomineeiron rangeg one of the Lake Superior iron ore
districts Conditions here were similar to those of every new
range Thereis alwaysan outlawheadquartersn all newregions
remotefrom disciplined centers Florence,at this period of the
early eighties,was a metropolisof vice Therewasgamblingon
the main streets, outdoors inclement weather and unscreened
indoorswhendriven in by cold and storm Prostitution was just
asbold. Its red passiongarbingsparadedeveryprominentplace
in town

A mile out of town, Mu d g stoglsadewas the central supply
station It wasthe prison usedby the nerviestwhite slaversthat
everdealtin women A long log campwith frame gablesheld a
bar and dancehall and stalls on the first floor. On the second
floor wereroomsaboutthe sizeof thosein a Tokio [sic i Tokyo]
Yoshiwara A third-floor attic containeddungeonsand two trap
doors In the cellar were dark cells and a secretpassagewell
timbered with cedar, leading to where the hill on which the
stockadewvaslocatedbrokedowninto a denseswamp

Surroundingthis campof death,andworse,weresharppointed
palisades,ten feet high, of the kind usedagainstthe Indiansto
inclose [sic T enclose] pioneer blockhouses There were
loopholes Two passage$ed throughthe stockade Onewaswide
enoughto admita team Thiswasfastenedwvith hornbeamcross
bars Theotherentrancewasnarrowerandfor commoneuse |t
wasprotectedby a solid sliding gateof ironwood

On either side of this gate, inside, two big, gaunt, terrifying
timberwolveswerechained It wasthehowlsof thesefour wolves
wehadheard

This stockadewas a wholesalewarehouseof women There
wereseveralin the Lake Superioriron countryin the early days,
but | think this one at Florence was the mostnotoriousand the
worst

It was built by i O Mla n Mudge He was a whitelivered,
sepulchralindividual who wore a cottontie, a Prince Albert coat
and a plug hat evenwore this outfit when he fed the wolves
Mudgeworkedas a preacherthroughnorthernindianaand Ohio
and the scoundrelusedhis clerical makeup to find advantage
He had a ready tongueand ropedin girl after girl. Not much
attention was paid in those days to pimping and procuring
Whenevera murder grew out of his acts, the old fox would so
involvehis trail that, if it led anywhereat all, a churchwasat the
endof it, andthat wouldthrown off the sleuth
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A O IMd nMudgeandhis daughterMina (Mudge)Bolduc hadsomecompetition
in the white slavetradein the vicinity of Florenceg as evidencedby the following
accountn the February26, 1881, editionof TheFlorenceMining News

ON Saturdaylast, thereport camethat a manhadbeenshotby JohnMorrison, the
keeper of a house of ill-fame, across the lake, on the edge of the village of
Commonwealth

A numberof citizensfrom Florencewentto examineinto the matter,and founda
man lying deadbesidethe road. His face was partially coveredwith blood, which
hadissuedfrom his mouth Thebodywasplacedin a sleighandbroughtto Florence

The following article which appearedin the January6, 1883 edition of The
FlorenceMining NewsvalidatesO s b o descdptionof timberwolvesbeingkeptat
Mu d g €otkadebut this wolf wasapparentlynot asferociousasthosementioned
inOs b o acoobng

WEDNESDAYeveningMu d g fillb grown wolf, which is kept chainedat his
place, broke loose and was gallivanting aboutthe streets It wastameand playful
anddid no harm, butit maybreaklooseoncetoo oftenfor the goodhealthof someof
our people Tamewolvesand bearsmakeexcellentshooting He wantsto keephis
catsathome

This detail of a photographof Lewis Croin Mudgeprobablydatesfrom the 188Gs or early
189Gs. [Find A Grave]
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AN ALTERNATI VE DESCRI PTI ON  @hen Midgestelame so cripple [sic i crippled] with

STOCKADE IN FLORENCE, WISCONSIN

Herbert F. Larson, S, author of BeWaBic Country The
Story of the Menomineelron Rangein the Upper Peninsulaof

rheumatisnthat he could not play the violin, Mina took overonly
on specialoccasions Shehad beentaughtto play the violin by
her father Generally,there [were] severalgirls who had good
voices they also entertainedby singnig [sic T singing] and

Michigan borrowed O's b o rfancdu descriptionof Mu d g e @$ncing

Nst oc buhtdemadescribedMu d g i@ p b af businessasit
reallye x i sasfellows:

His place of business,as it really existed,was a two-story
frame building about forty-five feet long and twentyfour feet
wide, built of plain pine lumber bought at the sawmill on the
shoreof the lake in town It was painteda dark red and was set
back away from the supplyroad, which led to the lumber camps

In the later years,it is said that no liquor was servedin the
dancehall. Mina decided,n orderto makefor betterfeelingwith
the saloonkeepersin town, she would reservethat businessor
them Howeverliguor wasservedwith mealsfor specialguests

Nobodywasallowed entranceunlesshis calkedor hob-nailed
bootsweretakenoff in the entranceroom This rule wasstrictly
enforced One of the favorite stuntsfor pranking lumberjacks

on therivers and crossedthe Bruleériver at St e p h ecanspp nyéh§id be to enter a poolroomand dancea jig with their sharp

now called Wa s h b tandmwiich Jed to the new settlementof
Crystal Falls and Iron River Upstairs there were twenty small
bedroomswith a large masterbedroom downstairsthere was a
dining room and kitchen where mealswere servedonly during
meal timesto the inmatesand guests Someof the girl inmates
doubledaswaitressesand cooks

Therewasa large dancehall with tablesand chairs along the
sides in onecornerwasan upright piano,wherePeggyRagan,in
later years,dishedout the musicfor dancing

steelcalk boots,on top of the pool table and after the cloth was
torn to askthe proprietor whatthe damagesvere
Outside,there were the usualtying rails for the horseswhere
two harmlesslarge bull dogswere sometimedied. In the rear,
there was a barn in which the livestock was kept and in the
carriage shedweresingleanddoublehorsecarriagesandsleighs
Mina, whenshe wantedto get out, would drive a fine team of
blacksoverwhateveroadsexisted
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In hisbookHerbertF. Larson,Sr., alsonoted

He [Lewis Cronin Mudge] cameto Florencebeforetherailroad with his daughter
Mina, who actedas barkeeperand keeperof the girls of easyvirtue. Theplacewas
neverlocked It waswideopen,dayandnight

The numberof girl inmateskeptat the establishmentependedn the seasonof
the year Whenthe timeswere slack, there were only six or so, but whenthe rush
seasonwas on, suchas the breakup of the spring campsor the entranceinto the
woodsin fall, as high as twenty girls would be available Theseextras were
generallyimportedfrom GreenBay, Marinetteor Escanaba

While the white slave trade throve in Florence, Mudge generally did not use
outsideqirls, for they, as a rule, had somedissipatedbully living off the wagesof
their sin, bullieswhowerealwaysreadyto beatthemup if theytried to hold backon
him. It was not an uncommorthing, whenthe campsbroke up in spring, for the
passengetrain to leavetownandbeheldup for long periodsof time by the hilarious
drunkenmenbiddingtheir girl friendsgoodbye

Lewis Croin i L o dMadge probably posedfor this studio photographin about
1875t0 1880 [Ancestry]
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In the July 8, 1882 edition of The Florence Mining News a
number of African Americansappearedin court before Judge
Foster  The insensitive description of these individuals
unfortunatelyreflectstheera Theywereaccusedf operatingor
beinginmatesof a houseof ill repute,asfollows:

A VERY dark case came up before Esquire Foster on
Wednesdajast, whenSally Flately, Mandy Jones,Bob Snowdrop
and JoshBillings, [sic] were called to appearbeforethe bar of
justice and answerto chargesof keeping,or beinginmatesof a
houseof illfame [sic T ill fame] Thefirst threewereasblack as
the ace of spadespn a rainy midnight,in a dark cellar. Thelast
onecalled himselfwhite

OLD MANO

From the statemenbf the severalparties arrested,it seemed
that Sally doeswashingfor a living. Mandyis an assistanin that
line of business Bob hadjust droppedin on a friendly visit, and
asJoshwasfoundundera bedandashis clotheswerepiled up in
another part of the room, it did seemat a first glance that
circumstancesvere somewhatagainst him. He explainedthis
unfortunatefeature of the caseby informing his honor that as he
had but onesuit of clothes,he necessarilyif wishingto havethem
cleansedwould haveto remainwithoutthemat leastlong enough
to let themdry.

The statementsvere all reasonableand plausible but this did
not preventhis honor from inflicting proportionatefines on the
entirebatch Sally hasalwayskepta malodorougranch[houseof
ill repute]andif the dirty nestcan be brokenup it will be a good
thing for the community

MIUEB<1882 E R
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On November 17, 1880 Mina Mudge
daughterof i L o u and Matilda Mudge "
marriedFrankfiBolducko [sic T Bolduc], son
of Frank and Maria fBolducko, in Florence,
Marinette County, Wisconsin The bride and
thegroomwerebothbornin Canada

A son, Louis, was born to the coupleon
Junel?2, 1883 in Florence,FlorenceCounty,
Wisconsin

On September 27, 1887  Frank
Bonaventure Bolduc and Mina (Mudge)
Bolduc were divorcedin Florence,Florence
County, Wisconsin Mina Bolduc wasllisted
as a saloonkeeperin Iron Mountain,
MenomineeCounty,Michigan in RK. P o | k
Michigan Gazetteerand BusinessDirectory
for 1887

(Left)y  Frank  Bonaventure Bolduc 1 %
(184818491923 [Geni o
(Right) AlzaminaGertrudefi Mi n(&ludge) iy
Bolduc was 22 yearsold whenshe posedat
JJ. Es k iStudi® in Florence, Florence
County,Wisconsinjn 1886 [Dale Bomberg
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Frank Bonaventure Bolduc

In the May 31, 1884 editionof TheFlorenceMining NewsEditor ChaseS. Osbornwrote
the following accountdocumentingan incident involving three notorious men connected
with the prostitution trade in Florencei Pat McHugh, Frank Bolduc and Lewis Croin
Mudge

MOHUE ARRESTED.

Mrs. McHue Joins Her Husbandi An Attemptto RaidB o | d Bagniod-orestalledby the
Flight of the Inmatesi A Day of Excitement

A warrant wasissuedon Friday morningfor the arrest of Pat McHug on the chargeof
using abusivelanguageon the street WhenSheriff Readmorservedthe warrant McHue
defied him, and, while he was securingaid, McHue ran up stairs [sic T upstairs]in John
Morrisond $uilding, and out the back door, making his escapeto Boldu@ glace north of
town Sheriff ReadmonDeputy Sheriff Noyes Wm Noyes VanMartyr and Bob. Andrews
followedhim, after duepreparationin We b lebiwerywagon Whentheywerewithin fifteen
rods of the bagnioMcHugh([sic i McHue] appearedn the door, and called to themto hold
on. Theydid notslackentheir paceandhe

FIRED FIVE SHOTS

at themastheyapproached Having emptiedhis revolverwithout succeedingn frightening
the officersandtheir aids[sic T aides] heturnedandfled. Theysurroundedhe buildingin

time for Wni.] Noyesand VanMartyr to seehim run from the back door and makefor the
woodsoverthegardenfence Theygavechaseand Noyesovertookhim at a distanceof forty
rods, whenMcHuethrew up his hands,saying,i d o shéadt,l squeal | giveup.0 He was
brought back to town in handcuffsand lodged securelyin jail. McHue had been
quarrelsomdor sometime, having
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Frank Bonaventure Bolduc

DRAWN A REVOLVER

in a fray the night previous This troubler of the peacefinds himselfat last in a bad box
Thosefive shotsfired deliberatelyat the officersare likely to sendhimfi o vteer oa d, 0
beingunderthe statutesa penitentiaryoffense

Thecitizensgenerallyare jubilant over the fact that he hasfinally reachedthe endof his
rope, and that so good an opportunity for effectuallygettingrid of him is afforded Mr.
Noyes the deputysheriff, says [sic T says] fi |tlieyd o mséndhim up, | Onleverarrest
anothermanin Florence | Opkyimyfive dollars fine everytimefirst.0 Theofficersdeserve
a greatdeal of credit for their faithfulnessbothin this case,and heretofore His preliminary
examinatiorwill beheldthis morning Afterwards

HIS WIFE WAS ARRESTED

for abusingthe sherift

Theexcitementontinuedto run high throughouttheday. A considerableadditionto it in
the afternoonwasbroughtaboutby the sheriffand a posseof menconsistingof Charlesand
William Noyes GeorgeKeyesand GeorgeBillman, makinga sally uponB o | dhagniofor
the purposeof i p u | it.a Mhginmateshad takenFrenchleaveand by a forned[sic i
forced] marchescapednto Michigan, via the Brule road, thusforestallingthe action of the
officers

ANOTHER RAID

was made,later in the day,uponMu d g @ateson Florenceavenueand two menand two
womenwere takeninto custodyand placedin the i ¢ o @ | Yesterdaywas certainly an
activeday for the officers,andit is to be hopedit wasan effectiveday. Thepeopleare with
themin their effortsto enforcethe laws
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Justa weeklater,in the June 7, 1884 editionof TheFlorenceMining News Editor Chase
S. Osbornreportedtheburningof B o | d i lc & g in detaifcelebratingts destruction

BOLDUCGOS BAGNI O BURNED.

To Asheson Last Friday Evening’ A Mi n N @& \y Rapresentativethe Only Withesseof
the Scenei The Fire Thought to be an Incentiaryism i Arrest of Officers and the
ProbableLossi Whatthe Town Gainsby the Destruction

The intenseexcitemenfprevalentin Florenceon Friday last [May 30, 1884 over the
arrest of a large number of lawless characterswho have so long beena curse to this
communityreceiveda newimpetuson Saturdaymorning [May 31, 1884 whenthe report
becamecurrentthatB o | dhagni@lsadburnedto asheghe previousevening

As no alarm had beenturnedin, the newscreateda great surprise,and anxiousgroups
seekingparticulars of the burning throngedthe streets Whatcreatedstill greater surprise
wasthe fact that no personswvho had beenat the scenewhile the fire ragedcould be found
Howevertwo representativesf the MINING NEWSwereat the scenewithin a quarterof an
hour after the flameshad first beenseen,and succeededn gatheringthe details of this

Frank Bonaventure Bolduc happydestruction
&
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Justa week after the Bolduc bagniofire article, the June14,
1884 edition of The Florence Mining Newscontaineda detailed
accountof a streetduel betweenDistrict Attorney CharlesE.
Mclintosh and Sheriff JamesE. Readmorwhich occurredon the
cornerof CyclopsStreetandCentralAvenuein the late afternoon

onJune9, 1884
DUEL!

District Attorney Mclntosh and Sheriff
Readmon, of Florence
County, Engage in
a
Disgraceful Street
Duel Last
Monday.

Shots Exchanged With 38
Calibre Smith & Wesson
Revolvers and the
Sheriff Thought to
Have Been Mor
tally Wounded.

Both Men Arrested and Both Very
Properly asked to Resign, After
Disgracing Themselves,
Their Offices and
The Community

The Resignation of the District At
tomeyHanded to Citizens?o

mitteel Condition of Read

moni An Exciting TimeT

Harsh Measures, Which
it is Hoped Will Re
sult Beneficially
to Fl orenceos

Morals.

FROM THE EXTRAS:
JUNE 9, 5:30 0O6CLOCK P
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Theabovefloorplan, datedMay 13, 1884
showsLewisC. Mu d g saloan, located
on Lot 13, Block 7, in Florence,Florence
County,Wisconsin

OE12-1886

A fireatMu d g luiddeg occurredearly on Sundaymorning,Septembef2, 1886
andwasreportedby ChaseS. Osbornin the Septembed 8, 1886issueof TheFlorence
Mining Newsasfollows:

Mu d g 6sa son the h i [wasalmost totally destroyedby fire, just after
midnight,Sundaymorning Thebuilding wasfurnished,but had not beenoccupiedfor
a coupleof days Thecontentswerepartially destroyed An insuranceof $400in the
City of London, fully coveredthe loss of the building. JohnE | w o bainthad a
narrow escapebut by a vigorouseffortit wassaved

A war correspondenbn the scenereports that His Royal HighnessMudge, who
goeshy the euphoniouditle of thei B a wHbyseP r e a c lleeausgbhis passing
awayfrom homeasan evangeliseandat homeasa lecherousold hyenawasparalyzed
at thetime of thefire from too muchcontactwith the seductivecup. He reclinedprone
upona bedin his otherdenandlooking out of the windowsawthe flames Thinkingit
wasthechurch,hegurgledin B | a nblkamkiblgnk,let 6 eburn.o

Upondiscoveringit washisin s h e bina Iolages hetried to rise, but his muscular
systemwould not obey his will and he was forced to be still, but soughtrelief in
yelling: i1 S amydiddle and mybook Oh! cut my heart,cut my hearto His bookis
an allegedexposureof vicein whichheassumesheleadingrole of viciousness

Thefire departmensucceedeth gettinga streamon the samenight of the blaze



The following detailedaccountof a chaseof three runaway
Ns oidloe dramilron Ri v dackssnHouseby Iron County
Sheriff McLeanand Deputy McQuown resultingin their capture
in Florence providesinsight into law enforcementpursuits, as
reportedin the February5, 1887 edition of The FlorenceMining
News asfollows:

AN EXCITING CHASE.

Sheriff McLean and Deputy McQuown, of Iron County, Drive
Thirty Miles in Hot Pursuit of EscapingPrisonersand Capture
themat Florencei Al AllegedHigh-handedAct in Which Well-
known Men are Saidto be Implicated

Sheriff McLean and Deputy McQuown of Iron county
[Michigan], werein townon Wednesdajn hot pursuitof a trio of
runaway i s o idbvesd The particulars of the affair are best
given in the words of Deputy McQuown who stated them as
followsto a MINING NEWSrepresentative

A Iseeyouare boundto getat thetrue inwardnessof the affair,
so heregoesfor a straightstory. A fewdaysago we raided what
Is known as the Jacksonhouse,near Iron River Amongthose
arrestedwere three womenwho gave as their namesMrs. Ella
LePage May Dasherand Frankie Howard

2E5<18871 H

They were examined before Judge Brown and although
GeorgeBuckleyappearedo defendthem,and called JudgeGrant
a crank, skinflint and other pet names,they were boundover in
thesumof $150each,whichtheyfailed to secure

Owingto poor jail facilities, theywere quarteredunderguard
at Alex Quirtd place Tuesdayevening|Februaryl, 1887, while
M.B. Waitg whowasdeputizedo assistthe sheriff, wason guard,
the femalesby a ruse,in whichit is statedtheywere assistedoy
George Buckleyand ThomasH. Flannagan the town marshal,
madetheir escape Theytook a teamand weredriven posthaste
to Florenceby Amy La Fontaing who claimsto be a champion
roller skaterfrom Marinetteor someotherplace

We soon scentedthe chase,and Sheriff McLean and myself
startedin pursuit, at abouteighto 6 c | watlcakheavybob sleigh
anda heavyteamof horsesthe bestwe could get,driven by Mike
Corcoran Althoughthe prisonershad quite a start andthe drive
was one of full thirty miles we arrived at Florence only about
fifteen minutesafter their arrival, having madethe trip in about
five hours And this, too, with two or three mishaps Oncewe
brokea clevisand hadto makea leatheronewith a pieceof line.
Oncewhile going at a lively gait we cameto a sudderturn in the
road. Failing to maketheturn by approvedrules,we shotoff into
the woods, astride stumps,which compelledus to unhitch and
taketheboxoff the sled,beforewe could extricateit.
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Takenin 1883by JorgenJohanserkskil, pioneerMenominedRangephotographerthe abovephotographshowsWh i t t Saaveidand s
a portion of thetown of Florence,Wisconsinjn the background ThePresbyterianChurchwith its steeplds visible to theright of center
[MenomineeRangeHistorical Museum]

At Florence we found the party at the National Hotel and But just the samehe camedown early Wednesdaynorning to

placedthemin custody Theyquietly consentedo arrestandwere ~ S€€If the prisonersescapedaill right, andit washewholed Waite
willing to go backwithoutthe formality of a requisition away from guard duty, so as to give the prisonersa chanceto

La Fontaing the driver, saysthe team for the womenwas escape

o We intend to swear out criminal warrants for Buckley
ordered by GeorgeBuckley He doesnot implicate Flannagan  plannaganand La Fontaine and seewhethersuch high-handed

andthelatter SayShe had nothingto dowith it. attemptgo cheatthelaw will betoleratedo
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In his book Herbert F. Larson, Sr., describedAlzamina i Mi nGedrude Mudge
daughteiof Lewis Croin Mudge asfollows:

In order to drum up businesswhen times were slack, Mina made side trips to the
surrounding towns of Crystal Falls, Iron River and Iron Mountain It was on these
occasionghat shewas able to showthe world what a stunninglooking womanshewas
Shewore the latest style clotheswhich were purchasedin Milwaukeewhere shewent at
leasttwicea year Theyweregenerallyeitherblackor purple,which,whenshewore them
on her well-proportionedbody, matchedher complexion A large brimmedhat trimmed
with beautiful ostrich feathers,and a brightly colored parasolusually madeup the rest of
her attire.

She would be met at the railroad station by the finest carriage in town, which
transportedher and her maid up oneside of the main streetand thendownthe other She
visitedas manysaloonsas possible Whensheboardedthe returntrain, shealwayshada
crowd of hilarious youngmenaccompanyher backto Florence Asa rule, theyhad plenty
of moneyto spend

After the fancy housesand gambling denswere driven out of Florence proper, Mina,
who was abouta mile from town, wasable to stayin businesfor manyyears Thiswas
possiblebecausesheknewhowto getalongwith theauthorities

AlzaminaGertruden Mi n(&wudge) Bolduc was 22 years old when she posedat J.J.
E s k bthdimis Florence,FlorenceCounty,Wisconsinjn 1886 [Dale Bomberg
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