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B ehold the Work of the Old. 

L et your Heritage not be lost, 

But  bequeath it as a M emory, 

T reasure and B lessing. 

Gather the lost and the hidden 

And preserve it for thy Children. 
Christian Metz, 1846 

 



Dickinson County Historian William J. Cummings was honored with the 2013 Charles Follo Award at the 64th 

Annual Upper Peninsula History Awards Banquet on July 29, 2013, in Houghton for his contributions to the 

preservation and promotion of Upper Peninsula history.  Robert C. Myers, president of the Board of Trustees of 

the Historical Society of Michigan, presented the award to Cummings.  The Iron Mountain Downtown 

Development Authority nominated Cummings for this prestigious award. This award, presented annually, was 

established in 1979 to honor the memory of Charles Follo, an Escanaba teacher who promoted and helped 

advance historical understanding of the Upper Peninsula.   

http://www.ironmountaindailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/524809/Cummings-named-historian-for-Historical-Foundation.html


LOCAL HISTORY AND GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES AT 

THE MENOMINEE RANGE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION MUSEUM 
300 East Ludington Street, Iron Mountain, Michigan 

× Open from Memorial Day into the early fall, 

Tuesday-Friday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Admission fee. 

× Archives not available for individual research at 

this time. 

× Extensive collection of contemporary 

newspapers, most of which have been 

microfilmed, and historic photographs. 

× Genealogical card catalog of over 200,000 cross-

referenced index cards compiled by Hazel Dault, 

Dickinson County Genealogist. 



LOCAL HISTORY AND GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES AT THE  

CORNISH PUMPING ENGINE AND MINING MUSEUM 
300 Kent Street, Iron Mountain, Michigan 

× Open from Memorial Day into the early fall, 

Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, 

12 p.m. (noon) to 4 p.m.  Admission fee. 

× Featuring the Cornish Pumping Engine and 

mining equipment. 

× Many historic photographs outlining the 

development of iron mining on the Eastern 

Menominee Iron Range. 

× Exhibit of the Iron Mountain Ford Motor 

Company Plant, Kingsford, Michigan. 



LOCAL HISTORY AND GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES AT THE  

WORLD WAR II GLIDER AND MILITARY MUSEUM 
302 Kent Street, Iron Mountain, Michigan 

× Open from Memorial Day into the early fall, Monday-Saturday, 9 

a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, 12 p.m. (noon) to 4 p.m.  Admission 

fee. 

× Featuring one of seven restored CG-4A gliders in the world, 

constructed at the Iron Mountain Ford Motor Company Plant. 

× Extensive display of military uniforms and artifacts from the Civil  

War to the present. 

× Restored Jeep, early gasoline station with 1930 Ford Model A 

sedan, 1930 Ford Model AA dump truck and 1928 Ford Model AA 

fire truck. 

× Historic photographs and vintage film footage shown on site. 



LOCAL HISTORY AND GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES AT THE  

DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY, 401 IRON MOUNTAIN STREET 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

× Dickinson County Genealogical 

Society ï Dickinson Diggings 

× Annotated Bibliography for Dickinson 

and Iron Counties, the Menominee 

Iron Range and the Upper Peninsula 

× Federal Census Records on Microfilm 

× Newspapers on Microfilm  

× Historical Photograph Collection 
 

× Dickinson County Business Listings 

1879-1928 

× City and County Directories 

× Festival of the Arts Tour Booklets 

× Menominee Range Memories ï The 

Rest of the Story 

× Local History Power Point Programs 

× Local and Regional History Files 

 

LOCAL HISTORY AND GENEALOGY ROOM 



U.S. FEDERAL CENSUS MICROFILMSAVAILABLE 

AT THE DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY ï 1  

× As a rule, the information gathered in each 

successive census is progressively more 

detailed.  The schedules for the period 1790-

1840 show the names of enumerated heads of 

families only, other members of the family 

simply tallied by age groups, sex and race 

(white or black).  All  subsequent 

enumerations, however, list all individuals in 

a household by name with exception of the 

slave schedules from 1850 and 1860, which 

show only the name of the owner and the 

number of his slaves by age group and sex.  

The 1850 census was the first to record each 

personôs age, occupation if  over age 15 and 

place of birth. 

× If  the parent of a person enumerated in the 

1870 schedules was of foreign birth, that fact 

is indicated.  The 1880 census adds the 

relationship of each individual to the head of 

the family, and gives the place of birth of the 

parents of the person enumerated. 

   

× The 1890 Federal Census was destroyed by 

fire in Washington, D.C., in January of 1921.  

Essentially there is not an 1890 Federal 

Population Census. 

× The 1900 census schedules give for each 

person:  name; address; relationship to the 

head of the household; color or race; sex; 

month and year of birth; age at last birthday; 

marital status; if  a wife is listed within the 

household, then the number of years married, 

number of children born of that marriage and 

the number of children living; places of birth 

of each individual and of the parents of each 

individual; citizenship; if  the individual is 

foreign born, then the year of immigration 

and the number of years in the United States; 

the citizenship status of foreign born 

individuals over age 21; occupation; whether 

or not the person can read, write and speak 

English; whether home is owned or rented; 

whether or not home is a farm; and whether 

or not home is mortgaged. 

 



U.S. FEDERAL CENSUS MICROFILMSAVAILABLE 

AT THE DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY ï 2  

× The 1910 census schedules record the 

following information for each person:  

name; relationship to head of household; sex; 

color or race; age at last birthday; marital 

status; length of present marriage; if  a mother, 

number of children and number of living 

children; place of birth; place of birth of 

parents; if  foreign born, year of immigration 

and citizenship status; language spoken; 

occupation; type of industry employed in; if  

employer, employee or self-employed; if  

unemployed; number of weeks unemployed 

in 1909; if  home is rented or owned; if  home 

is owned, free or mortgaged; if  home is a 

house or a farm; if  a survivor of the Union or 

Confederate Army or Navy; if  blind in both 

eyes; and if  deaf or dumb = ñinability to 

speakò.  The forms used to survey Indians 

also recorded the tribe and/or band. 

× The first Federal Population Census was 

taken in 1790, and has been taken every ten 

years since.  However, data from recent 

censuses are not available after 1940 because 

of a 72-year restriction on access to the 

Census.  Most researchers find it most helpful 

to begin with the 1940 Census and work 

backwards to locate people in earlier 

generations. 

× The National Archives has the census 

schedules on microfilm available from 1790 

to 1940, and free online access is available 

through their digitization partners at any 

National Archives facility. 

× The U.S. Federal Census Records available at 

the Dickinson County Library contain all 

records for Michiganôs Upper Peninsula and 

records for Wisconsin counties bordering the 

Upper Peninsula. 



U.S. FEDERAL CENSUS MICROFILMS AVAILABLE 

AT THE DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY ï 3  

× In the 1870 U.S. Federal Census for Lawton, Van Buren 
County, Michigan, the Lewis Whitehead household 
consisted of Lewis Whitehead, the 35-year-old head of 
the household, born in New Jersey in about 1834-1835 
(estimated); Jennie, his 27-year-old wife, born in 
Michigan in about 1842-1843 (estimated); Lewis J. 
Whitehead, their 2-year-old son, born in Michigan in 
about 1867-1868 (estimated); and Nellie Rice, probably 
Jennieôs 20-year-old sister, born in Michigan in about 
1849-1850 (estimated). 

× The 1880 U.S. Federal Census for the Lewis Whitehead 
family has not been found, as they were living in Vulcan, 
Menominee County, Michigan, and were probably not 
recorded.  There are no 1890 U.S. Federal Census records. 

× In the 1894 Michigan Census, the Lewis Whitehead 
household in Norway Township, Dickinson County, was 
listed as follows:  Lewis Whitehead, husband, 61 years 
old; Jennie Whitehead, wife, 51 years old; Nellie 
Whitehead, daughter, 21 years old; Gussa [sic ï Gussie] 
Whitehead, daughter, 17 years old; Roy Whitehead, son, 
15 years old; Jeffie Whitehead, daughter, 13 years old; 
Harry  K. Meyers, boarder, 24 years old; Herman 
Herbst, boarder, 33 years old; Ernest Gall, servant, 15 
years old; John Keiser, hired man, 30 years old. 

Lewis Young Whitehead 

April 6, 1833 ï August 9, 1908 



U.S. FEDERAL CENSUS MICROFILMS AVAILABLE 

AT THE DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY ï 4  

× In the 1900 U.S. Federal Census for Norway Township, 

Dickinson County, Michigan, the Lewis Whitehead 

household included:  Lewis Whitehead, the 67-year-old, 

married head of household, born in April, 1833, in New 

Jersey, married in 1868 (estimated), father and mother 

both born in New Jersey; Jennie Whitehead, his 57-year-

old wife, born in July, 1843 in Michigan, father born in 

New York and mother born in Michigan, married in 1868 

(estimated), mother of 9 children, 5 of whom were living; 

Roy Whitehead, their 21-year-old, single son, born in 

April, 1879, in Michigan, father born in New Jersey and 

mother born in Michigan; Annie Menghini, an 18-year-

old, single servant, born in August, 1882, in Austria, father 

and mother both born in Austria. 

× The 1910 U.S. Federal Census for Jennie Mary  (Rice) 

Whitehead family has not been found.  She was probably 

living with one of her children in the Norway area. 

 

 

× NOTE:  ñMenominee Range Memories 13:  Lewis Young 

Whitehead, Menominee Iron Range Pioneerò contains an 

extensive family history of Lewis and Jennie Mary (Rice) 

Whitehead and their children. 
Jennie Mary (Rice) Whitehead 

July 31, 1843 ï May 23, 1918 



NEWSPAPERS ON MICROFILM AVAILABLE 

AT THE DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY ï 1  

× Researching early newspapers is a 
daunting, but rewarding, activity. 

× The primary value of contemporary 
newspapers is reading about an event 
which has recently occurred.  Facts 
recorded at the time are usually more 
accurate than recollections made by 
individuals many days, weeks or 
years later. 

× Most area newspapers published 
weekly throughout the nineteenth 
century.  Local topics, thoroughly 
reported, were printed complete with 
editorial comments. 

× Personal columns contain great 
genealogical data, often providing 
information on relatives of local 
residents and the places they lived. 

× Few early newspapers, especially the 
smaller weekly issues, are indexed. 
Without a date, specific information 
can be a challenge to find. 

× Newspapers which have been  
digitized are searchable. 

× With a little careful observation a 
researcher can see how the editor 
tended to lay out the newspaper week 
after week.  

× ñBoiler plateò was preset information 
which came in by rail each week, 
providing national and international 
news items, as well as serialized 
stories.  Once aware of how the editor 
placed his ñboiler plate,ò those pages 
can be skipped when researching 
local informaiton. 

 

 



NEWSPAPERS ON MICROFILM AVAILABLE 

AT THE DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY ï 2  

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Iron Mountain 

× The Menominee Range/The Iron 
Range ï March 28,1889-February  9, 
1893 

× The Iron Mountain Range Tribune ï  
February 16, 1893-April 30, 1898 

× The Iron Mountain  Daily Tribune ï 
January 4, 1897-July 3, 1899 

× The Iron Mountain Press ï May 27, 
1897-May 8/9, 1917 

[NOTE:  Volume 1 of the Iron Mountain Press, 
beginning May 28, 1896 and ending May 20, 1897, 
has not been microfilmed, and at this time is in the 
collection of the Menominee Range Historical 
Museum.  There are no microfilms from after May 9, 
1917 through April  10, 1921.  There are some issues 
of the Iron Mountain Press for 1918 and 1920 in the 
collection of the Menominee Range Historical 
Museum, but at this time they have not been 
microfilmed.  There are no issues of the Iron 
Mountain Press for 1919.] 

× The Iron Mountain Daily News/The 
Iron Mountain News/The Daily News 
ï April  11, 1921-Present 

Norway 

× The Iron Chronicle ï July 28, 1883 
and December 23, 1883 

× The Current ï February 7, 1885-April 
1, 1954 

IRON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Crystal Falls 

× The Diamond Drill ï January 22, 
1887-December 5, 1924 

DELTA COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Escanaba 

× The Escanaba Tribune ï December 9, 
1869-November 17, 1887 

× The Iron Port ï November 21, 1878-
December 30, 1905 



NEWSPAPERS ON MICROFILM AVAILABLE 

AT THE DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY ï 2  

MENOMINEE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Menominee 

× The Menominee Democrat ï 

November 7, 1885-May 30, 1896 

× The Menominee Herald ï January 6, 

1887-January 25, 1894; September 

15, 1894-December 29, 1900 

× The Menominee Sunday Herald ï 

February 1, 1894-September 8, 1894 

[NOTE: There are no microfilms for the Menominee 

Herald/Menominee Sunday Herald from 1888 

through 1892.] 

× The Menominee Daily Herald ï 

March 6, 1894-April  1, 1908 

× The Menominee Herald Tri-Weekly ï 

May 1,1899-May 7, 1900 

× The Menominee Herald Leader ï 

April 2, 1908-November 4, 1909 

MARQUETTE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Ishpeming 

× The Ishpeming Iron Agitator ï 

October 11, 1879-September 11, 1886 

× Ishpeming Iron Ore ï September 18, 

1886-Januarey 11, 1908 

Marquette 

× The Marquette Mining Journal ï 

January 6, 1877-December 26, 1891 

FLORENCE COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

Florence 

× The Florence Mining News ï January 

1, 1881-February 2, 1923 

 



HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS AVAILABLE ON THE 

DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY WEBSITE 

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN  

× Breen Township 

× Breitung Township 

× Felch Township 

× Norway Township 

× Sagola Township 

× Waucedah Township 

× West Branch Township 

× City of Iron Mountain ï Stephenson 
Avenue 

× City of Iron Mountain ï Other 
Business District Streets 

× City of Iron Mountain ï Schools 

× City of Kingsford 

× City of Kingsford ï Ford Plant 

 

× City of Norway 

× Pine Mountain Ski Jump and Resort 

IRON COUNTY, MICHIGAN  

× Crystal Falls 

× Iron River 

FLORENCE COUNTY, WISCONSIN  

× Florence 

× Spread Eagle 

MARINETTE COUNTY, 
WISCONSIN 

× Niagara 

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE  

× Menominee Iron Range Mines ï Part I, 
Part II, Part III 

 



HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS AVAILABLE ON THE 

DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY WEBSITE 

× Historic photographs often bear out 
the old adage that ña picture is worth 
a thousand words.ò  No written 
description can match a photograph. 

× However, photographs are further 
enhanced when a carefully researched 
and crafted caption is added to assist 
the viewer in identifying significant 
elements and details which might be 
missed by a casual observer or an 
observer without a wide knowledge of 
the subject. 

× Writing a caption which interprets the 
story or provides additional 
information for greater understanding 
is a skill any writer of history needs to 
master. 

× In the captions for the photographs 
which will  form a portion of this 
presentation, the owner of the 
photograph will  be found in brackets 
following the caption.  ñMRHMò 
stands for the Menominee Range 
Historical Museum and ñWJCò stands 
for William J. Cummings.  Other 
identifications are written out in full . 

× With digitization and the programs 
like Photo Shop available on a 
computer, photographs can be 
sharpened, cropped, enhanced and 
repaired.  The following example 
serves to illustrate what can be done 
to repair a damaged photograph and 
show how it can be enhanced to better 
tell the story. 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 2  

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN, HISTORY ï Photograph Restoration 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

The Milwaukee Saloon was located at 100 East Hughitt Street.  Note the team of horses pulling the beer 

wagon loaded with beer barrels.  The sign on the left corner of the saloon advertised Leisen & Henes Lager 

Beer.  A ramp at the left led to the board sidewalk.  Note the young lady seated on the window sill on the 

second story.   In 1892 William Graf ran a saloon at this address.  John Vercella had a saloon here by 1902.  

Edward Shea sold liquor and cigars at this location by 1907.  In 1913 the ground floor was ñvacant,ò but 

Thomas Smith, a painter, lived upstairs.  Claude Burby and his wife Edna Burby operated a restaurant at this 

address in 1925.  The building was ñvacantò again by 1935.  John Englundôs law office is now here.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 2  

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN, HISTORY ï Photograph Restoration 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

The Milwaukee Saloon was located at 100 East Hughitt Street.  Using his computer skills and tools, Nick 

Gayan, Kingsford High School computer instructor, restored this badly damaged photograph.  [MRHM]  



CITY AND COUNTY DIRECTORIES AVAILABLE 

AT THE DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY ï 1   

× Among the most useful tools for an 
individual doing historical research is 
city and/or county directories for the 
wealth of information they provide for 
the time period indicated. 

× An alphabetical listing of names helps 
identify individuals and places of 
business as to location, occupation, 
ownership of the building and more. 

× A street index allows a researcher to 
identify businesses on a given block.  
By looking up the business in the 
alphabetical index, additional 
information is often found. 

× A business listing section helps identify 
like properties and usually also contains 
the address. 

× Locally, the earliest directory is for Iron 
Mountain for 1892-1894. 

× Directories were issued sporadically, 
often with large gaps between 
publication. 

× Locally, the next directory, providing 
information for Dickinson County, was 
published in 1902-1903.   

× A directory for Iron Mountain was 
published next for 1905-1906. 

× Directories for Dickinson County were 
published as follows:  1907-1908, 1913, 
1925 and 1935. 

×  Directories for Iron Mountain and 
Kingsford were published in 1939 and 
1946. 

× Regular publication began in 1958. 



DICKINSON COUNTY CITY/COUNTY DIRECTORIES ï 2  

(1892-Present) 

× August, 1892:  Bunn & Simmonsô Iron Mountain City 

Directory.  1892-94. Comprising an Alphabetical List of 

Names, Business Department, Churches, Schools, 

Societies, Duplicate Directory by Streets and Numbers, 

Giving the Resident, Editorial Review, Etc.  Sold Only on 

Subscription.  Price $5.00  Menominee, Mich., Soults & 

OôDonnell, Printers. August, 1892. 

 

× 1902:   Directory of the Cities of Iron Mountain and 

Norway and Villages of Quinnesec and Vulcan, Mich. 

with a List of the Residents of Niagara, Wis., Containing 

An Alphabetically arranged list of business firms and 

private citizens in the Cities of Iron Mountain and 

Norway, Mich., and the Villages of Vulcan and 

Quinnesec, Mich., and Niagara, Wis.; a complete Street 

Directory of Iron Mountain; a classified list of business, 

trades and professions; a directory of National, State, 

County and Township officers, schools, churches, banks, 

fraternal, secret and beneficiary societies; postal, bank 

and express information; list of postoffices in Michigan; 

Iron Mines of Dickinson County, etc., 1902-1903, Vol. II  

ï Price, Three Dollars; A.H. Storms, Publisher, Iron 

Mountain, Mich.  [Iron Mountain, Mich. (pp. 21-142), 

Norway, Mich. (pp. 142-176); Vulcan, Mich. (pp. 178-

187); Quinnesec, Mich. (pp. 190-203); Niagara, Wis. 

(pp. 207-214) 

 

× 1905-1906:  J.W. Shannon & Co.ôs Directory of Iron 
Mountain for 1905-1906, Comprising An Alphabetically 
Arranged List of Business Firms and Private Citizens; A 
Classified List of All  Trades and Professions; A 
Miscellaneous Directory of City and County Officers, 
Schools, Churches, Banks, Societies.  Together With a 
Complete List of the Rural Delivery Route.  Price Three 
Dollars by Subscription Only; Advocate Print, Green 
Bay, Wis. 

 

× 1907-1908:  The Inter-State Directory Companyôs 
Directory of Iron Mountain and Norway and Dickinson 
County Gazetteer For the Years 1907-1908, Containing 
an Alphabetical List of Private Citizens and Business and 
Professional People and Their Addresses.  A Complete, 
Classified Business and Professional Directory, together 
with a Street and Avenue Guide.  A World of 
Miscellaneous and Useful Information, viz:  A List of 
Churches, Public Schools, National, State, County and 
City Officials, Secret and Benevolent Societies, 
Postoffice Department and Fire Alarm, etc.  A Complete 
List of all the Farmers, Taxpayers and Country Residents 
of Dickinson Co., Giving Their Rural Route or 
Postoffice Address, the Township They Reside In, and 
the Number of Acres Standing of Record in Their Name, 
an Encyclopedia of Dickinson County, Michigan, 
Compiled and Published by the Inter-State Directory 
Co., 207 Iroquois Building, Marion, Ind., Price $4.00, 
Tribune Company, Printers, Marion, Indiana University 
[Loretto, Michigan, Directory (pp. 317-320); Quinnesec, 
Michigan, Directory (pp. 323-327); Sagola, Michigan, 
Directory (pp. 331-334); Vulcan, Michigan, Directory 
(pp. 337-342); Waucedah, Michigan, Directory (pp. 345-
347); Inter-State Directory Co.ôs Rural Routes and 
County Residents of Dickinson County, Michigan 1907-
1908 (pp. 351-359) 
 



DICKINSON COUNTY CITY/COUNTY DIRECTORIES ï 3  

(1892-Present) 

× 1913:  Directory of the Cities of Iron Mountain and 

Norway and Dickinson County with a List of Residents of 

Homestead, Wisconsin 1913, Comprising an 

Alphabetically Arranged List of Business Firms and 

Private Citizens ï a Complete Street Directory of Iron 

Mountain, Miscellaneous Directory, City and County 

Officers, Schools, and Secret and Benevolent Societies.  

And a Complete Classified Business Directory of Iron 

Mountain and Norway.  Price $4.00.  Douglas Anderson, 

Publisher, Rhinelander, Wis. 

         Iron Mountain ï Miscellaneous Information (pp. 11-21)      

[City Officers 1912-1913; Common Council; Standing 

Committees; Board of Public Works; Committees; Board of 

Cemetery Trustees; Ward Supervisors; Fire Department; 

Location of Fire Alarm Boxes; Signals Made by Department 

Officers; Directions for Giving an Alarm; Police Department; 

Public Schools ï Board of Education, Officers of the Board, 

Committees of the Board,  Teachers, Public Library; 

Churches; Post Office; Newspapers; Hospitals; Banks; 

Notaries Public; Organizations ï Church Societies, 

Miscellaneous Clubs, Secret and Benevolent Societies, Italian 

Societies; County Officers; Board of County Road 

Commissioners, 1912; County Board; Township Supervisors; 

Twenty-fifth Judicial Circuit Court]  

Å Street Guide (pp. 22-24)  

Å Street Directory (pp. 24-46) 

Å Alphabetical List of Names (pp. 47-124) 

Å Classified Business Directory (pp. 125-142) 

 

   

        Norway ï Miscellaneous Information (pp. 143-145) [City 

Officers and Committees; City Council; Committees; Board of 

Public Works; School Board; Police Department; Fire 

Department; Water Works and Electric Light Plant; Justices of 

the Peace; Banks; Post Office; Newspaper; Hospitals; 

Churches; Societies ï Secret and Benevolent] 

         Street Directory (p. 146) 

         Alphabetical List of Names (pp. 147-184) 

         Classified Business Directory (pp. 185-194) 

         Township Directory of Dickinson County (p. 195) 

[Comprising the Townships of Breen, Breitung, Felch, Norway, 

Sagola, Waucedah, West Branch and Homestead, Wisconsin]  

         Breen (pp. 197-198) [Foster City, Hardwood] 

         Breitung (pp. 198-200) [Granite Bluff, Iron Mountain,    

Quinnesec]  

         Felch (pp. 200-201) [Felch, Metropolitan] 

         Norway (pp. 202-205) [Norway, Vulcan, Central Vulcan, 

West Vulcan, East Vulcan, R.F.D. Route No. 1] 

         Sagola (pp. 205-207) [Channing, Randville, Sagola]  

         Waucedah (pp. 207-209) [Loretto, Waucedah]  

         West Branch (p. 209) [Ralph] 



DICKINSON COUNTY CITY/COUNTY DIRECTORIES ï 4  

(1892-Present) 

× 1925:  Polkôs Iron Mountain and Dickinson County 

Directory 1925, Containing Complete Directories of 

Channing, Felch, Foster [City] , Hardwood, Iron 

Mountain, Kingsford, Loretto, Metropolitan, Norway, 

Quinnesec, Ralph, Sagola, Vulcan and Waucedah; A 

Street and Avenue Guide and Directory of Householders 

for Iron Mountain; Also a List of Taxpayers in Dickinson 

County, Alphabetically Arranged; A ñBuyerôs Guideò 

And a Complete Classified Business Directory, Volume 

1, Price $12.00, R.L. Polk & Co., Publishers, Directory 

Building, Detroit, Mich., Member Association of North 

American Directory Publishers, Copyright 1925, by R.L. 

Polk & Co. 

Å Polkôs Iron Mountain City Directory 1925 (pp. 45-285); 

Channing (pp. 286-291); Felch (p. 292); Foster City (p. 

292); Granite Bluff  (p. 293); Hardwood (p. 293); 

Kingsford (pp. 293-358); Loretto (pp. 359-361); 

Metropolitan (pp. 361-362); Norway (pp. 362-418); 

Quinnesec (pp. 418-421); Ralph (pp. 421-422); 

Randville (p. 422); Sagola (pp. 422-426); Vulcan (pp. 

427-433); Waucedah (pp. 433-424 

Å Polkôs Iron Mountain and Dickinson County Classified 

Business Directory 1925 (pp. 435-510) 

Å Polkôs Dickinson County Directory 1925 Farmers List 

(pp. 511-539) 

   

× 1935:  Polkôs Iron Mountain (Dickinson County, Mich.) 

City Directory 1935 Including Dickinson County, 

Containing an Alphabetical Directory of Business 

Concerns and Private Citizens, a Directory of 

Householders, occupants of Office Buildings and Other 

Business Places, Including a Complete Street and 

Avenue Guide, a Taxpayers Directory and Much 

Information of a Miscellaneous Character; also a Buyersô 

Guide and a Complete Classified Business Directory 

(For detailed Contents See General Index)  Price $12.00, 

R.L. Polk & Co., Publishers, 431 Howard St., Detroit, 

Mich., Member Association of North American 

Directory Publishers, Copyright, 1935, by R.L. Polk & 

Co. 

Å Alphabetical List of Names:  Iron Mountain (pp. 37-

196); Channing (pp. 197-199); Felch (p. 201); Foster 

City (p. 201); Granite Bluff  (p. 202); Hardwood (p. 202); 

Kingsford (pp. 202-264); Loretto (p. 265-266); 

Metropolitan (pp. 267-269); Norway (pp. 270-306); 

Quinnesec (pp. 307-308); Ralph (p. 309); Randville (p. 

309); Sagola (pp. 309-310); Vulcan (pp. 311-317); 

Waucedah (p. 318) 

Å Taxpayersô List (pp. 319- ___) 



DICKINSON COUNTY CITY/COUNTY DIRECTORIES ï 5  

(1892-Present) 

× 1939:   Iron Mountain and Kingsford Directory 1939, 

Donald B. Smith:  Alphabetical Directory City of Iron 

Mountain; Street Directory City of Iron Mountain; 

Alphabetical Directory Village of Kingsford; Street 

Directory Village of Kingsford 

 

× 1946:  Iron Mountain and Kingsford Directory 1946, 

Donald B. Smith:  Alphabetical Directory City of Iron 

Mountain; Street Directory City of Iron Mountain; 

Alphabetical Directory Village of Kingsford; Street 

Directory Village of Kingsford [W.D. Cochran Freight 

Lines, Iron Mountain, Mich. stamped on back] 

 

 



DICKINSON COUNTY FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS 

TOUR BOOKLETS (1979-1993) 

× 1979 ï Three Historic Home Walking 
Paths in Iron Mountain [10 pages] 

× 1980 ï A Historic Path Through 
Downtown Iron Mountain [24 pages] 

× 1981 ï A Mining Trail on the Eastern 
Menominee Range [21 pages] 

× 1982 ï A Tour Past Some Historic Homes 
of Norway [20 pages] 

× 1983 ï Ford Comes to Iron Mountain:  
The Birth of Kingsford [22 pages] 

× 1984 ï The Evolution of the Public 
Library in Michiganôs Dickinson County 
[44 pages] 

× 1985 ï The House Atop the Hill :  An 
Historic Home That Became the Chippewa 
Club [44 pages] 

× 1986 ï The Quinnesec Fire of 1906 [38 
pages] 

× 1987 ï A Fond Recollection of Iron 
Mountainôs Oldest, Largest and Finest 
Hotel 1887-1987 [Dickinson Inn] [88 
pages] 

 

× 1988 ï The Dickinson County Courthouse 
and Jail:  The Seat of Government and 
Justice for Michiganôs Newest County [68 
pages] 

× 1988 ï The Norway Fire of 1888 and the 
Rebuilding of the Business District of Old 
Town [64 pages] 

× 1989 ï Waucedah:  Site of the First Mine 
to Ship Ore from the Menominee Iron 
Range and the First Stop on the 
Menominee River Railway [60 pages] 

× 1990 ï All Aboard!  Along the Tracks in 
Dickinson County, Michigan [156 pages] 

× 1991 ï No booklet issued ï Dickinson 
County centennial book published 

× 1992 ï Early Contemporary Newspaper 
Accounts of Dickinson County Pioneer 
Farms [80 pages] 

× 1993 ï News from Around the County in 
1904:  Early Contemporary Accounts from 
the Iron Mountain Press (1896-1920) [51 
pages] 
 



The Menominee Range Historical Foundation has named William J. Cummings as its historian.  Cummings, 

pictured here in the Local History and Genealogy Room of the Dickinson County Library, has been involved 

with area history for more than 30 years, compiling and writing about the regionôs past.  A number of his 

publications are shown, including Dickinson County, Michigan: From Earliest Times Through the Twenties, the 

county centennial book; Kingsford: The Town Ford Built in Dickinson County, Michigan, the Kingsford 

Diamond Jubilee book; and Iron Mountainôs Cornish Pumping Engine and the Mines It Dewatered, the guide 

book sold at the Cornish Pumping Engine & Mining Museum.  [Theresa Peterson/Daily News Photo] 

http://www.ironmountaindailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/524809/Cummings-named-historian-for-Historical-Foundation.html


ñMENOMINEE RANGE MEMORIESò AVAILABLE ON THE 

DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY WEBSITE ï 1  

NOTE:  An abridged version of the Menominee Range Memories columns listed below 
appeared in The Daily News, Iron Mountainôs newspaper, with a single photograph or 
illustration.  The versions on the Dickinson County Libraryôs website [www.dcl-org.]  contain 
much more information and often contain numerous additional photographs. 

 

Introduction Column 

1 ï Early History of the Badwater Indian Village [7 pages] 

2 ï Tom ñWildcatò King, Native American Dickinson County Pioneer [5 pages] 

3 ï Chippewa Medicine Dance at Chicagoan Lake in 1884 [3 pages] 

4 ï Native American Hunting and Fishing Concerns and the Apprehension of a 

      Murderer [4 pages] 

5 ï Native American Visits to Early Settlements and the Effects and Repercussions of  

      Their Use of ñFirewaterò [3 pages] 

6 ï Early Trading Posts and Half-Way Houses from Menominee North [8 pages] 

7 ï James and William Dickieôs Trading Posts in Breitung Township [7 pages] 

8 ï Early Logging on the Menominee and the Sturgeon Rivers [7 pages] 

9 ï The New York Farm in Norway Township [4 pages] 

10 ï Thomas Rice, Menominee Range Pioneer [15 pages] 

11 ï Discovery of Ore on the Menominee Iron Range [8 pages] 



ñMENOMINEE RANGE MEMORIESò AVAILABLE ON THE 

DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY WEBSITE ï 2  

12 ï Dr. Nelson Powell Hulst, Menominee Range Pioneer [19 pages] 

13 ï Lewis Young Whitehead, Menominee Range Pioneer [23 pages] 

14 ï John Lane Buell, Menominee Range Pioneer [7 pages] 

15 ï Beginnings of the Menominee Range Railroad from 1872 to 1877 [12 pages] 

16 ï Building the Menominee Range Railroad from Powers to Quinnesec in 1877 [29 

        pages] 

17 ï Extending the Menominee Range Railroad from Quinnesec to Florence in 1879 

        and 1880 [XX pages] 

18 ï Extending the Menominee Range Railroad from Florence to Crystal Falls from 

        1880 to 1881 [XX pages] 

19 ï George Runkel, Menominee Rane Pioneer [XX pages] 

20 ï Extending the Menominee Range Railroad from Florence to Iron River from 1880 

        to 1881 [XX pages] 

 21 ï Early Waucedah [XX pages] 



LOCAL HISTORY POWERPOINTS AVAILABLE ON THE 

DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY WEBSITE ï 1  

William Cummings has shared a number of his presentations including the most recent additions: "Norway, 
Michigan" and "The Great War and Armistice Day." both of which have been divided into two parts.  There is no 
audio with these slides, but there is plenty of excellent information and many historic photos are included.  The 
PPT files have been saved in PDF format.  You may need to download Adobe to view them.  Enjoy! 

 
Please note that download times will vary and may take several minutes. 

 
 

Early Logging on the Eastern Menominee Iron Range (94 Slides) 
 

This presentation delves into the early life of loggers on the Eastern Menominee Iron Range. Utilizing John 
Emmett Nelligan's autobiography, A White Pine Empire: Life of a Lumberman, and photographs that showcase 
all aspects of logging, this presentation shows how this area was shaped by the logging industry. 

 

Early School Days in Dickinson County, Michigan ï Part 1 (92 Slides) 
 

This presentation covers the history of schools in Dickinson County, Michigan.  Part 1 includes Breen Township, 
and part of Breitung Township (Kingsford, Quinnesec and rural areas). 
 

Early School Days in Dickinson County, Michigan ï Part 2 (111 Slides) 
 

Part 2 covers the Iron Mountain School District. 
 

Early School Days in Dickinson County, Michigan ï Part 2 (150 Slides) 
 

Part 3 covers Felch Township, Norway Township, Sagola Township, Waucedah Township and West Branch 
Township. 



LOCAL HISTORY POWERPOINTS AVAILABLE ON THE 

DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY WEBSITE ï 2  

Glimpses of Early Dickinson County (163 Slides) 
 

This presentation includes many contemporary photographs and newspaper articles showing what life was like 
in early Dickinson County, including county formation, mining, logging and lumbering and aspects of life in 
Iron Mountain, Kingsford and Norway, as well as life in the countyôs eight townships. 

 
 

The Great War and Armistice Day ï Part 1 (102 Slides) 
 

This presentation covers various aspects of World War I and the history of Veteransô Day through photographs, 
postcards and images of war posters/propaganda.   Part 1 includes: a brief history of US Military 1907-1916, a 
timeline for WWI, music of the era, brief history of the doughboys, and Sections 1-4 of the 
presentation.  (Section 1 ï Public Attitude Toward America's Involvement in ñThe Great Warò; Section 2 ï  
Selective Military Conscription Bill  ï ñThe Draftò ï Passed May 18, 1917; Section 3 ï Basic Training for the 
Infantrymen and Officers; Section 4 ï Travel Aboard the Troop Ships to France ï  ñOver Thereò) 

 

The Great War and Armistice Day ï Part 2 (134 Slides) 
 

This presentation covers various aspects of World War I and the history of Veteransô Day through photographs, 
postcards and images of war posters/propaganda.   Part 2 includes sections 5-11 of the presentation.  (Section 5 ï  
Conditions on the Western Front and in the Trenches; Section 6 ï Life Aboard Ship for the Sailors; Section 7 ï  
Medical Care for the Injured and Wounded Abroad and at Home; Section 8 ï The End of Hostilities November 
11, 1918 at 11:00 a.m. and the Signing of the Peace Treaty on June 28, 1919; Section 9 ï Returning Home 
Aboard Ship, Celebrations and Parades; Section 10 ï Final Resting Places for Those Who Died and the 
Unknown Soldier; Section 11 ï  Armistice Day, Now Called Veteransô Day, November 11. 



LOCAL HISTORY POWERPOINTS AVAILABLE ON THE 

DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY WEBSITE ï 3  

 

Iron County, Michigan:  The Western Terminus of the Menominee Iron Range ï Part 1 
(153 Slides) 

 

This presentation includes many photographs and newspaper highlights on the history of Iron County.  Part 1 
includes:  information on the county formation; the expansion of the Menominee Range Railroad  from Florence 
County, Wisconsin, to Crystal Falls; Bates Township; Crystal Falls Township (Crystal Falls); Hematite Township 
(Amasa); and Iron River Township. 
 

Iron County, Michigan:  The Western Terminus of the Menominee Iron Range ï Part 2 
(191 Slides) 

 

Part 2 continues with the history of Iron County, including:  Iron River Township (Beechwood, Iron River); 
Mansfield Township; Mastodon Township (Alpha); Stambaugh Township (Caspian/Palatka, Chicagon Lake, 
Stambaugh). 

 

Iron Mountainôs Carnegie Public Library (75 Slides) 
 

This presentation covers the history of Iron Mountain's Carnegie public library which is now the Menominee 
Range Historical Foundation Museum. 

 
 

Iron Mountainôs Cornish Pumping Engine and the Mines It Dewatered (147 Slides) 
 

This presentation covers the history of the Cornish Pump and includes detailed history on the Chapin Mine, the 
Ludington Mine and the Hamilton Mine.   



LOCAL HISTORY POWERPOINTS AVAILABLE ON THE 

DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARY WEBSITE ï 4  

John Tyler Jones and the Ardis Furnace (81 Slides) 
 

This presentation features the personal and professional life of John T. Jones, superintendent of the Keel Ridge 
Mine, the Hamilton Mine and the Antoine Ore Company (Traders Mine). 
 

Norway, Michigan ï Part 1 (101 Slides) 
 

This presentation includes hundreds of historic photos and postcards from the Norway area.   Part 1 begins with 
information on early photographers and then covers general views of Norway, the business district, residential 
district and churches. 
 

Norway, Michigan ï Part 2 (119 Slides) 
 

This presentation includes hundreds of historic photos and postcards from the Norway area.  Part 2 picks up 
where Part 1 ends, covering schools, hospitals, mines, various views and the settlements of Vulcan and Sturgeon 
Mill . 

  

Remnants of Early Downtown Iron Mountain ï Part  1 (192 Slides) 
 

This presentation covers Iron Mountain's business district then and now.  Part 1 covers the business district from 
the Chapin Pit at the north to the east side of the 700 block of South Stephenson Avenue on the south, and 
includes the 200 block of streets to the east of South Stephenson Avenue, as well as Iron Mountain Street. 

 

Remnants of Early Downtown Iron Mountain ï Part 2 (175 Slides) 
 

Part 2 covers Iron Mountain's business district from the west side of the 600 block of South Stephenson Avenue 
on the south back to the Chapin Pit at the north, and includes the east 100 block and west 100 block of the 
streets to the west of South Stephenson Avenue, as well as Merritt Avenue and Carpenter Avenue. 



LOCAL HISTORY POWERPOINTS AVAILABLE ON THE 
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Researching Your Family Tree (280 Slides) 
 

Using the book Research Your Family History: Genealogy for the First Time by Laura Best as a guide, this 
presentation covers the basic research techniques, unique uses of genealogy findings, and more. 

 

Wheels:  The Horse and Buggy Era ï Part 1 (138 Slides) 
 

A history of horse-drawn modes transportation including local information and contemporary photographs with 
captions. 

 

Wheels:  The Horse and Buggy Era ï Part 2 (139 Slides) 
 

A history of horse-drawn modes of transportation continues including local information, and pictures with 
captions. 

 

Wheels:  The Horseless Carriage ï Part 1 (104 Slides) 
 

A history of the early automobile including local information and contemporary photographs with captions. 

 

Wheels:  The Horseless Carriage ï Part 2 (143 Slides) 
 

A history of the early automobile continues including local information and contemporary photographs with 
captions. 



THE DICKINSON COUNTY LIBRARYôS 

LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILES 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

×FILE 1:  Menominee Iron 

Range History 

 

×FILE 2:  Dickinson County, 

Michigan, History 

 

×FILE 3:  Iron County, 

Michigan, History 

 

×FILE 4:  Menominee 

County, Michigan, History 

(Faithorn ï Hermansville ï 

Powers) 

×FILE 5:  Florence County, 

Wisconsin, History 

 

×FILE 6:  Marinette County, 

Wisconsin, History 

(Niagara) 

 

×FILE 7:  Commercial 

District Designations for 

Archive Files 



 

DICKINSON  COUNTY:  Organized May 21, 

1891, embracing T41N of R27W, T39N ï T40N 

ï T41N of R28W, T39N ï T40N ï T41N of 

R30W and T39N ï T40N of R31W, all set off 

from Menominee County; T42N ï T43N of 

R28W ï R29W ï R30W, all set off from Iron 

County; and T42N ï T43N ï T44N of R27W 

andT41N of R28W ï R29W ï R30W, all set off 

from Marquette  County; named for Donald 

McDonald Dickinson (1846-1917), postmaster 

general under President Grover Cleveland and 

leader of the Michigan Democratic Party.   

 

http://www.ironmountaindailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/524809/Cummings-named-historian-for-Historical-Foundation.html


BREEN TOWNSHIP:  Organized March 16, 

1877, embracing T39N ï T40N ï T41N of 

R27W ï R28 W (then part of Menominee 

County); boundary changes:  (1) E ½ of T40N 

of R27W detached February 27, 1890, and 

attached to Spaulding Township; (2) T39N of 

R27W ï R28W and W ½ of T40N of R27W 

detached February 27, 1890, and included in 

Meyer Township as organized; (3) T42N ï 

T43N ï T44N of R27W and T39N of R28W 

attached May 21, 1891, to Dickinson County as 

organized; (4) T39N ï T40N of R28W and S ½ 

of T41N of R28W set off March 9, 1892, and 

organized as Waucedah Township; (5) T43N ï 

T44N of R27 W detached October 19, 1908, and 

included in West Branch Township as 

organized; named for Thomas and Bartley 

Breen, timber cruisers from Menominee. 

http://www.ironmountaindailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/524809/Cummings-named-historian-for-Historical-Foundation.html


  

BREITUNG  TOWNSHIP:  Organized March 

16, 1877, embracing T39N ï T40N ï T41N of R 

29W ï R30W ï R31W and T41N of R32W 

(then part of Menominee County); boundary 

changes:  (1) T39N ï T40N ï T41N set off 

December 30, 1880, and organized as Norway 

Township; T41N of R31W ï R32W ïR33W set 

off in 1885 and made part of Mastodon 

Township, Iron County, as organized;  (3) 

portions of Sections 19, 20, 29 and 30 of T40N 

of R30W and portions of Sections 24, 25 and 36 

of T40N of R30W detached March 18, 1891, 

and attached to City of Iron Mountain; (4) N ½ 

of T40N of R30W set off March 1, 1901, and 

attached to Sagola Township; (5) NW ¼ of NW 

¼ of Section 6 of T36N of R30W set off March 

17, 1903, and attached to City of Iron Mountain; 

(6) NE ¼ of Section 35 of T40N of R31W set 

off March 19, 1908, and attached to City of Iron 

Mountain; named for Edward Breitung (1831-

1887), iron mine capitalist from Negaunee.  

 

http://www.ironmountaindailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/524809/Cummings-named-historian-for-Historical-Foundation.html


FELCH  TOWNSHIP:  Organized October 9, 

1882, embracing T42N ï T43N of R29W ï 

R30W ï R31W (set off from Ely Township, 

Marquette County); boundary changes: (1) 

T44N of R28W ï R29W ï R30W attached May 

21, 1891, to Dickinson County as organized; (2) 

T44N of R29W and T42N ï T43N ï T44N of 

R30W set off March 9, 1892, and organized as 

Sagola Township; (3) E ½ of T43N ï T44N of 

R28W detached October 19, 1908, and included 

in West Branch Township as organized; named 

for Felch Mountain Range, a belt of iron ore 

named for Alpheus Felch (1806-1896), governor 

of Michigan (1845-1847). 

http://www.ironmountaindailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/524809/Cummings-named-historian-for-Historical-Foundation.html


NORWAY TOWNSHIP:  Organized December 

30, 1880, embracing T39N ï T40N ï T41N of 

R29W (then part of Menominee County), set off 

from Breitung Township; named for Village of 

Norway located therein. 

http://www.ironmountaindailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/524809/Cummings-named-historian-for-Historical-Foundation.html


SAGOLA TOWNSHIP:  Organized March 9, 

1892, embracing T44N of R29W and T42N ï 

T43N of T44N of R30W; set off from Felch 

Township; named for Village of Sagola located 

therein. 

http://www.ironmountaindailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/524809/Cummings-named-historian-for-Historical-Foundation.html


WAUCEDAH  TOWNSHIP:  Organized March 

9, 1892, embracing T39N ï T40N of R28W and 

S ½ of T41N of R29W, set off from Breen 

Township; named for Village of Waucedah 

located therein. 

http://www.ironmountaindailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/524809/Cummings-named-historian-for-Historical-Foundation.html


WEST BRANCH TOWNSHIP:  Organized 

October 19, 1908, embracing T43N ï T44N of 

R27W, set off from Breen Township, and E ½ of 

T43N ï T44N of R28W, set off from Felch 

Township; named for the West Branch of the 

Escanaba River which passes through the area. 

http://www.ironmountaindailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/524809/Cummings-named-historian-for-Historical-Foundation.html


LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1 ï SLIDE 1 

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Biographies 
× History of the Upper Peninsula, 1883 

× Memorial Record of the Northern Peninsula of 
Michigan, 1895 

× Miscellaneous Biographies and Obituaries 

Early Explorations 
× John Lane Buellôs Trip Up the Menominee 

River, 1876 

× Reminiscences Found in Newspapers 

× Trouting on the Brule by John Lyle King ï 
Excerpts, 1879 

Early Newspaper Accounts 
× Building the Menominee Range Railroad and 

Early Development (From the Columns of The 
Escanaba Tribune, The Iron Port and The 
Mining Journal) (February 22, 1873 ï 
December 6, 1879) 

× Early Accounts of Dickinson County from The 
Escanaba Tribune (August 16, 1873 ï 
November 3, 1877) 

× Early Settlement Descriptions from the History 
of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, 1883 

 
 

 

× Early Accounts of Dickinson County Mines 
and Settlements from The Iron Port, Escanaba, 
Delta County, Michigan (September 28, 1878- 
January 7, 1882) 

× Letters from the Menominee Range Mines 
from The Mining Journal, Marquette, 
Marquette County, Michigan (January-
November, 1877) 

× Early Discovery and Development of the 
Menominee Iron Range [compilation from 
various newspaper sources] 

× The Menominee Ranger (Abridged Version) 
from The Mining Journal, Marquette, 
Marquette County, Michigan (March 29, 1879 ï 
August 14, 1880) 

× The Menominee Ranger (Unabridged Version) 
from The Mining Journal, Marquette, 
Marquette County, Michigan (March 29, 1879 ï 
August 14, 1880) 

Fires 
× Dickinson County, Michigan (alphabetical by 

town or settlement) 

× Iron County, Michigan (alphabetical by town or 
settlement) 

 

 

 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Building the Menominee Range Railroad 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

This extremely early and unidentified photograph may record a crew from the railroad gang which cut, 

graded and then laid the tracks from Powers Station to the new iron mines during the spring, summer and fall 

of 1877.  Powers Station was sometimes referred to as ñ42ò because it was 42 miles from Menominee, 

Michigan, and marked the point at which the Menominee Range/River Railroad branch left the Chicago & 

Northwestern Railwayôs main line which was being extended from Menominee to Escanaba.  By June 1, 

1877, the railroad was within three miles of the Breen Mine in Waucedah, and a wooden railroad bridge with 

long, high approaches stretching nearly 500 feet was nearing completion.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Quinnesec Fire ï May 18, 1906 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

This postcard view, taken looking southeast shortly after the May 18, 1906 Quinnesec fire, shows what 

remained of the communityôs business district.  The two-story brick building at the left was Buellôs Opera 

House, located at the northeast corner of Quinnesec Street and Paint Street (now U.S. 2).  At the far right was 

the St. Denis home, one of two buildings which survived the fire visible in this photograph.  The other is the 

white building in the center of the photograph which was the Catholic rectory.  The Church of the Immaculate 

Conception, just east of the rectory, was destroyed in the conflagration.  The structure under construction at 

the corner opposite the opera house was built by John McKenna.  Lumber for this building was delivered on 

Monday, May 21, just three days following the fire, and the carpenters finished construction on Monday, June 

11.  That evening a dance was held in the new building to celebrate, and then John Biolo opened his saloon 

there.  [WJC] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Sagola Sawmill Fire ï September 11, 1910 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Postmarked Sagola, May 15, 1911, this postcard view shows the remains of the Sagola Lumber Companyôs 

first sawmill after it was destroyed by fire after being struck by lightning at about 7 p.m. on Sunday, 

September 11, 1910.  The Thursday, September 15, 1910 edition of the Iron Mountain Press gave a detailed 

account of the fire which originated in the cupola. The fire was first discovered by the fireman, who 

immediately blew the fire whistle and then got out the hose and started the pump, but the building was so dry 

that the whole structure was enveloped in flames in a few minutes. [WJC] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Norway High School Fire ï August 28, 1912 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

The new Norway High School, constructed at a cost of $40,000 in 1906 and located on the site of the present 

Norway school complex, had a large assembly hall, four recitation rooms and two laboratories on the upper 

floor.  Four classrooms were reserved for the upper grades on the first floor, where the superintendentôs office, 

school library and studio and consultation rooms for music, drawing, domestic science and manual training 

instructors were also located.  The basement housed the manual training and domestic science departments.  

This school was totally destroyed by fire on August 28, 1912.  [Don Khoury]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1 ï SLIDE 2 

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

× Menominee County, Michigan (Faithorn, 
Hermansville, Powers) 

× Florence County, Wisconsin (alphabetical by 
town or settlement) 

× Marinette County, Wisconsin (Niagara) 

Iron Mining and Mining Accidents 
× Index to the Menominee Iron Range Mines 

× Catalog of Menominee Iron Range Mining 
Photographs 

× Early Mining & Mines (1873-1885) 

× Iron Mines ï Iron Mountainôs Chapin Mine 

× Iron Mines ï History of the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan, 1883 

× Iron Mines ï Later Newspaper Articles 

× Iron Mines ï History of the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan, 1883 

× Iron Mines ï Later Newspaper Articles 

× Iron Mines of the Menominee Iron Range 

× The Menominee Iron Range  ï History of Its 
Mines ï When and by Whom Discovered ï 
Their Present Condition and Future 
Prospects by A.P. Swineford, The Mining 
Journal, Marquette, Michigan, June, 1880  

 

 
 

 

× Iron Mining ï Ardis Furnace and Galena 
Furnace, Iron Mountain 

× Iron Mining ï Cornish Pumping Engine, Iron 
Mountain 

× A Mining Trail on the Eastern Menominee 
Range, William J. Cummings & David Curtis, 
1981, 21 pages 

× Mining Accidents [NOTE:  Names in italics 
were miners who were injured.  Non-italicized 
names were miners killed.  Dates refer to the 
date of publication of the newspaper in which 
the accident was reported.]  

Trading Posts and Ferries 
× Dickieôs/Dickeyôs Trading Post near Quinnesec 

and Lake Antoine ï James S. Dickie/Dickey and 
William Dickie/Dickey 

× Charles La Salleôs Trading Post at the 
Junction of the Popple River and the Pine 
River, Marinette County, Wisconsin  

× Millerôs Ferry at Badwater ï Paul Miller 

× Mullenôs Trading Post at New York Farm on 
the Sturgeon River ï Patrick Mullen 

× Phillipsô Half-Way House on the Popple 
River, Marinette County, Wisconsin 

 

 

 

 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï East Vulcan Mine ï May, 1886 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Taken in May, 1886, this view, looking northeast, shows the East Vulcan Mine was located on the S ½ of the S 

½ of Section 11, T39N, R29W.  A shaft house appears above the tramways and stockpiles in the upper left.  

Notice how the land has been clear-cut with few trees remaining on the horizon.  The buildings in the 

foreground are of log construction.  [Marquette County Historical Society] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Vulcan Mine ï May, 1866 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Taken in May, 1886, this view, looking northeast, shows the Vulcan Mine, located on the E ½ of the NE ¼  of 

Section 9, T39N, R29W.  Notice the huge timbers in the foreground and the large number of logs piled in the 

upper left of the photograph.  [Marquette County Historical Society] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Loretto Mine ï 1925  
Compiled by William John Cummings 

The Loretto Mine was bounded on the east by the Sturgeon River and on the south and west by Pine Creek 

with a small stream known as Black Creek to the north.  On October 21, 1907, a contract to divert the 

Sturgeon River was let to John Marsch, a well-known Iron Mountain contractor, to allow the mining of large 

bodies of ore without danger of the mine being flooded.  The Loretto Mine could then be connected with the 

Appleton Mine.  This postcard view probably the Loretto Mine complex, taken in 1925.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Loretto Mine ï July 21, 1908 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

John Marschôs contract called for a new 5,440-foot channel 45 feet wide on the grade line with an average 

depth of over ten feet.  Excavation began on October 25, 1907.  Marsch employed two large steam shovels, 

fifty  teams of horses and several hundred men to complete the work.  An estimated 260,000 cubic yards of 

earth and considerable rock were removed.  On Tuesday, July 21, 1908, a large crowd of spectators, including 

nearly one hundred of Iron Mountainôs leading citizens, witnessed the turning of the Sturgeon River into a new 

channel at the Loretto Mine. Marschôs guests traveled in a special chartered Wisconsin & Michigan train and 

were also given a ñmost sumptuous lunch.ò  Castelôs band accompanied the excursion.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Norway Mine ï May, 1886 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Taken in May, 1886, this view, looking east, shows part of the Norway Mine, located on the N ½ of the SE ¼ 

of Section 5, T39N, R29W.  The Norway Mine was one of the few Dickinson County mines worked as an 

open pit.  [Marquette County Historical Society] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Oliver Mine No. 3, Norway ï 1908  
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., August 12, 1908, this view of Oliver Mine No. 3, taken in 1908 by B.H. 

Dingman, publisher, Plymouth, Wisconsin, shows the shaft housing and smoke stack, as well as the trestle, 

stockpiles and ore cars ready to be loaded.  There is a residential area to the left, and two women carrying 

parasols are pushing their babies along Railroad Street, then a dirt road, looking west.  [WJC] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Oliver Mine No. 5, Norway ï 1908  
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Postmarked Norway, Mich., August 12, 1908, this view of Oliver Mine No. 5, taken in 1908 by B.H. 

Dingman, publisher, Plymouth, Wisconsin, shows the steel shaft housing and smoke stack, the trestle and lots 

of lagging logs to the left and the water tank to the right.  Looking east, the Central School is visible to the 

right of the smokestack in the background.  [WJC] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Quinnesec Mine/The Devilôs Ice Box ï 1911  
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Postmarked Quinnesec, Mich., November 25, 1911, this 

postcard view shows the open pit and entrance to the 

Quinnesec Mine. This postcard view of the Devilôs Ice Box, 

dating between 1940 and 1950, shows the ruins of the 

Quinnesec Mine, called the Devilôs Ice Box because ice 

remained in parts of the shaft months after the winter snows 

disappeared elsewhere in the area.  The canyon-like wall is 

punctured by a great scar from numerous mining operations 

that create a sort of amphitheater spectacularly ceilinged with 

various rocks. Some timbering of the old shaft remains. [WJC] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï The Cundy Mine, Quinnesec ï 1896  
Compiled by William John Cummings 

This  photograph was probably taken not too long 

after Quinnesecôs Cundy Mine opened in 1896.  

Some of the miners are standing on top of a skip, 

the top of a hoisting mechanism or a makeshift 

skip in preparation to descend for their shift 

underground.  Most of them appear to have 

sunshine lamps attached to their hats.  They 

burned a paraffin-like substance to illuminate the 

minerôs work area.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Diamond Drilling Near Fumee Creek ï 1910-1920  
Compiled by William John Cummings 

This photograph shows a diamond drilling rig set up 

on the McKenna property near Fumee Creek.  The 

railroad bridge is visible in the background at the 

left.  Walter Alquist, Axel Alquist and Amie LaPoint 

are the men on the diamond drill  rig.  The 

photograph probably dates between 1910 and 1920.  

[John Alquist]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Chapin Mine, Iron Mountain ï Fall of 1879 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Long thought to date from the fall of 1879, this photograph, the earliest known of the Chapin Mine in Iron 

Mountain, actually may have been taken the following spring due to the numerous frame buildings in the 

background.  Note the bucket used to haul ore from the shaft in the foreground. [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Chapin Mine, Iron Mountain ï Spring of 1880 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Taken in the spring or summer of 1880 with the camera facing west toward Pine Mountain, this early view of 

the Chapin Location, then also known as Section 30 and now the east side of the Chapin Pit, was beginning to 

grow into Iron Mountain.  The large two-story white building barely visible at the top left was the Menominee 

Mining Company Store for the Chapin Mine.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï D Shaft, Chapin Mine, Iron Mountain ï Fall of 1888 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Engineer George Thomas, of the Poetsch Sooysmith Company, of New York, supervised the freezing process 

used to sink D Shaft of the Chapin Mine through over 90 feet of rock and loose sand.  The process began in 

the late fall of 1888, and, after 15 days of freezing, the excavation of the shaft began, reaching the ledge 135 

days later.  This historic photograph of the freezing process records what may have been the first such attempt 

in the United States.  The shaft was sunk inside the circle of pipes in a cylinder of frozen ground measuring 50 

feet in diameter.  In the background, the air pipe carrying compressed air from the Hydraulic Power Company 

at the Upper Quinnesec Falls to the Chapin Mine, the Ludington Mine and the Hamilton Mine towered over 

the buildings.  The Simone Insurance Agency now occupies this site.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï D Shaft, Chapin Mine, Iron Mountain ï 1890ôs 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

This early view of Chapin ñDò Shaft, probably dating to the early 1890ôs, shows the wooden shaft housing.  

Many miners, gathered for the photographer, wore minerôs candlesticks on their oilcloth hats to illuminate 

their work area underground.  The sandstone water tank with its iron dome, constructed in 1889, can be seen 

on the horizon to the left of the shaft housing, indicating the camera is facing north.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï D Shaft, Chapin Mine, Iron Mountain ï 1893-1896 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

This view of the Chapin Mineôs D Shaft complex, looking east, was probably taken between 1893 and 1896.  

Two tramways exit the shaft housingôs mid-point.  A steam locomotive appears to be pushing four cars directly 

below, in front of the vast stockpiles.  To the right of the sandstone engine house and across the street, on 

North Stephenson Avenue, some of the Chapin Mining Companyôs shops are visible.  The Millie  Mine, 

originally the Hewitt Mine, can faintly be seen directly above and slightly to the left of the shaft housing near 

the crest of Millie  Hill , with Pewabic Hill  rising in the background. [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Cornish Pumping Engine House, Iron Mountain 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Excavation for the foundation of the original building housing the Cornish pumping engine, located on North 

Stephenson Avenue on the south side of the West Chapin Pit, began in the fall of 1889.  Measuring 36x42 feet 

and constructed of native red sandstone, the building, towering four stories high, dominated the landscape a 

year later.  The smokestack was contained at the engine houseôs south end, while the shaft housing, 

approximately 100 feet in height, was located to the north.  The hoisting plant, powering the half-inch thick by 

four-inch wide flat cables, was situated in a sandstone building just northeast of the shaft house (at the right in 

the photograph) and began operation in November, 1891.  The sandstone boiler house was an eastern 

extension of the engine house, and contained the battery of Reynoldsô patented boilers.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Cornish Pumping Engine House, Iron Mountain 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

As early as February, 1896, scarcely three years after the Cornish pumping engine began operation at D shaft, 

an article in The Current predicted the huge plant would probably be removed so the pillar supporting it, 

containing more than a million tons of the best grade Chapin ore, could be mined.  Master Mechanic Frederick 

Richards headed the small force of men which began dismantling the engine in mid-July, 1898.  By that time 

ominous cracks had appeared in the pumping engine house due to the settling of the ground in the surrounding 

area, where circular sink holes appeared with increasing frequency.  In June of 1899 a crew of Chapin Mining 

Company men was assigned to tear down the stone engine house and the large brick smokestack, salvaging as 

much of the smokestack as possible.  However, the four-story sandstone pumping engine house was not razed, 

the management having decided to allow it to tumble down with the settling ground.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Chapin Mine Shops, Iron Mountain ï ca. 1914 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

The mines employed skilled workers as well as miners and common laborers.  The Chapin Mine shops, 

located just south of todayôs East Chapin Lake on South Stephenson Avenue, included a carpenter shop, a 

machine shop and a blacksmith shop.  Note the board walkway with railings connecting the north and south 

ends of the Chapin Pit.  This postcard view was postmarked March 4, 1914.  [WJC] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Oliver Iron Mining Company Office, Iron Mountain 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

The Oliver Iron Mining Companyôs office building was located on the southeast corner of North Stephenson 

Avenue and Fourth Street, just across the Chapin Pit, by 1902.  At that time Otto C. Davidson served as 

superintendent; George J. Eisele as chief clerk; S.E. Canaan, John A. Ryan, Harry Soady, W.A. Hiller and 

Frank Uren as bookkeepers; Alfred Kohlmetz as stenographer; Elmer Hicks as timekeeper; and Charles A. 

Hogg as shipping clerk.  This photograph probably dates between 1910 and 1920.  By 1939 the structure 

served as the Knights of Columbus Hall.  Hardeeôs Restaurant is now at 310 North Stephenson.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Menominee Mining Company Store, Iron Mountain 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

The Menominee Mining Company closed Iron Mountainôs Chapin Company Store, located at 401 North 

Stephenson Avenue (northeast corner of North Stephenson Avenue and Fourth Street) in March, 1886.   

Gabriel and Daniel Kloeckner, probably with a partner named Flint, took over the business in early August, 

1886.  By 1889 Alfred Cruse and Andrew Uren comprised the ñ& Co.ò of the firm instead of Flint.  By 1891 

the two Kloeckners were the sole proprietors.  This photograph probably dates between 1890 and 1900.  

[Gene Derwinski/Dick Ferris]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Hamilton Mine, Iron Mountain ï Fall of 1883 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

With the buildings surrounding the Chapin Mine at the foot of Iron Mountainôs Millie  Hill  (in the background 

at left) serving as a reference point, this photograph, documenting early mining construction techniques, has 

been identified as the Hamilton Mine, and was probably taken in late fall, 1883, when the shaft house and 

tramway were being erected.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Ludington Mine, Iron Mountain ï 1893-1895 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Taken by Iron Mountain photographer George S. Van Stone between 1893 and 1895, this view of the 

Ludington Mine shows a shaft house at the far left and another shaft house at the right, as well as a brick 

building, probably an engine house, to the left of center, and another brick or sandstone engine house to the 

right of the shaft house at the left.  The building where steam was being emitted probably was a sawmill.  

[Keen S. Scott] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï C Ludington Shaft, Chapin Mine, Iron Mountain 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Dated October 19, 1912, this view of the C Ludington Shaft, facing east, shows the shaft housing which rose 

114 feet above the collar of Iron Mountainôs Chapin Mine.  The chutes to the left allowed ore cars to be loaded 

directly, as the ore came up in the tram cars on the hoist.  The cage in which the men descended and ascended 

can be seen at the lower right of the shaft housing.  The pump house, covering the Cornish pumping engine 

where it still stands today, was sheathed in corrugated metal and rested on a red sandstone foundation.  A pipe 

can be seen leading from the boiler house to the pump house, feeding steam to the gigantic engine.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï C Ludington Shaft, Chapin Mine, Iron Mountain 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

This aerial photograph of the C Ludington Shaft of the Chapin Mine, looking northeast, accurately shows the 

layout of the workings and was probably taken in about 1930.  The hoisting plant buildings, built of brick, 

were located east of the other structures, and appear in the upper right, complete with the smokestack.  A 

series of graduated scaffolds guided the cables to the steel shaft house, or headframe.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Pewabic Mine, Iron Mountain ï ca. 1890-1900 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Iron Mountainôs Pewabic Mine, located east of Millie  Hill  on Pewabic Hill , opened in 1887 and was the 

second largest iron ore producer in the Iron Mountain area.  This photograph, facing north was probably taken 

by Jorgen J. Eskil, pioneer Menominee Range photographer, shortly thereafter.  Note the extensive tramway 

system leading from the early wooden shaft.  Several ore cars had passed under the tramway and were loaded 

from the ore pocket.  The men standing in front of the ore cars nearest the tramway help provide a visual scale 

by which to measure these immense mining structures.  The mineôs steam shovel was to the right of the men.  

Judging from the logs to the left of the picture, the mineôs sawmill must have been located to the left of the 

shaft.  The mine ceased operation in 1918, having produced 9,359,339 tons and was dynamited.  [MRHM] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Pewabic Mine Steam Shovel, Iron Mountain ï 1893 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

A crew of workers posed for the photographer alongside the Pewabic Mine steam shovel which was used for 

loading iron ore into railroad cars for shipment.  Note the immense size of the bucket.  The photograph was 

probably taken by Jorgen J. Eskil, Menominee Range pioneer photographer, in 1893.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Pewabic Mine Accident, Iron Mountain ï 1894 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

At 3 p.m. on Thursday, October 28, 1894, twelve miners in Iron Mountainôs Pewabic Mine were entombed while 

at work on the fourth level when a room above them collapsed.  One of the miners, Peter Gabardi, was caught 

and crushed to death under the falling mass.  However, the eleven miners pictured above were finally rescued 

between 6 and 7 a.m. Saturday, having been entombed for over 40 hours.  [Gene Derwinski/Dick Ferris] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Ardis Furnace, Iron Mountain ï ca. 1910 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

The Ardis Furnace consisted of an 85-foot long steel tube eight feet in diameter and lined with firebrick which 

was placed on an incline and charged with ore.  The whole device was rotated by electric motors.  Iron 

suitable for mill  use was discharged from the lower end of the tube.  The Chartiers Mining & Manufacturing 

Company erected the furnace on the North Side near the residence of John Tyler Jones, the inventor, at Lake 

Antoine.  The first successful test was made October 9, 1908.  [WJC] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Ardis Furnace, Iron Mountain ï ca. 1910-1912 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

This rare postcard view, taken by Albert Quade, an early Iron Mountain photographer, probably sometime 

between 1910 and 1912, shows the Ardis Furnace enclosed in a building.  Mining men from across the nation 

and beyond came to see the furnace in operation, but the experiment was plagued with financial and 

mechanical problems.  [WJC]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Trammers at Traders Mine ï ca. 1908 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Postmarked Iron Mountain, Mich., July 27, 1908, these five trammers posed with two tram cars loaded with 

iron ore in what may be the entrance to Traders Mine, or possibly the Quinnesec Mine.  [WJC] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï Traders Mine, Iron Mountain ï ca. 1895-1900 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Thought to be the Traders Mine, located to the north of Lake Antoine and also known as the Antoine Mine and 

later the Clifford Mine, this exceptional view must have been taken shortly after the mine opened in 1895.  

The timbering process in evidence at the entrance was a method for supporting an excavation by the use of 

timber posts and caps, laced with cribbing (timber used as supports and to prevent rock falls) and lagging 

(small, split timbers placed over caps or behind posts to prevent fragments of rock from falling through).  To 

the right of the tunnel entrance two men appear to be working with Rand drills which were run by compressed 

air carried to the equipment in rubber hoses.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1 ï SLIDE 3 

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Native American Legends Found in Early 
Newspaper Accounts 

× Chicagon Lake, Iron County, Michigan 

× Spread Eagle, Florence County, Wisconsin ï A 
Spread Eagle Spook 

× Legend of Lower Twin Falls, Dickinson County, 
Michigan 

Newspapers 
Iron Mountain, Dickinson County, Michigan 

× The Capitol Times (1920ôs) 

× The Daily Tribune (1895-1904) 

× The Dickinson County Advertiser (-----) 

× Dickinson County Journal (early 1890ôs) 

× The Evening Dispatch (1898- ?) 

× The Industrial Journal (late 1880ôs) 

× The Industrial World (mid-late 1880ôs) 

× The Iron Mountain Daily News, The Iron 
Mountain News, The Daily News (1921-date) 

× The Iron Mountain Evening Gazette (1896- ?) 

× The Iron Mountain Free Press (1923- ?) 
 

× The Iron Mountain Journal (late 1880ôs - early 

1890ôs) 

× The Iron Mountain Press (1896-1920) 

× The Kloverblat (Swedish) (-----) 

× Laborôs Voice (1886-1887 ï became The 

Industrial World) 

× The Leader/The Northern Tribune (1889- ?) 

× The Malmberget (Swedish) (January-March, 

1896) 

× The Menominee Range/The Iron Range (1879-

1917) (continued as The Range-Tribune from 

1892-1917) 

× The Monitor (Swedish) (ca. 1902-1905) 

× The Northern Tribune/The Leader (1889- ?) 

× The Range-Tribune (1892-1917) (continuation of 

The Iron Range) 

× The Veckoblad (Swedish) (1902-1910) 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï The Iron Range and The Crystal Falls Clipper 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

These advertisements for The Iron Range and The Crystal Falls Clipper, two early Menominee Iron Range 

newspapers, appeared in Walter R. Nurseyôs book The Menominee Iron Range, published in 1891. [WJC] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï The Current and The Diamond Drill 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

These advertisements for Norwayôs The Current and Crystal Fallsô The Diamond Drill  also appeared in Walter 

R. Nurseyôs book The Menominee Iron Range, published in 1891. [WJC] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï The Iron Mountain News Editorial Office ï 1920ôs 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

This photograph of the editorial office of The Iron Mountain News was probably taken in the early 1920ôs.  Note 

the candlestick telephones, early typewriters and wainscot walls.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï The Iron Mountain News Linotype Room ï 1920ôs 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

This photograph of the Linotype room of The Iron Mountain News was probably taken in the early 1920ôs.  Lead 

slugs were cast for each line on these machines and fit  into forms which comprised the columns.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY ï The Iron Mountain News Composition Room 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

This photograph of the composition room of The Iron Mountain News was probably taken in the early 1920ôs.  

The process of typesetting is called composition in the newspaper industry.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1 ï SLIDE 4 

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Norway, Dickinson County, Michigan 

× The Current (1885-1933; published again from --
-- to -----) 

× The Iron Chronicle/The Norway Chronicle/The 
Norway Iron Chronicle (1880-1884) 

Quinnesec, Dickinson County, Michigan 

× The Dickinson County Herald (1897) 

× The Quinnesec Herald (1897) 

× Quinnesec Reporter (January-September, 1882) 

Crystal Falls, Iron County, Michigan 

× Crystal Falls Clipper (1891 - ?) 

× Crystal Falls Cycle (1891- ?) 

× Crystal Falls Reporter (ca. 1886) 

× The Diamond Drill (1887-date) 

× The Iron Center (1887) 

× Iron County Record (1890- ?) 

Iron River, Iron County, Michigan 

× The Mining Reporter/The Reporter (1885 - ?) 

Florence, Florence County, Wisconsin 

× The Florence Mining News (1881- ?) 

Other Newspapers Outside of the 
Menominee Iron Range 

Munising, Alger County, Michigan 

× Munising Breeze (1889 - ) 

Escanaba, Delta County, Michigan 

× Escanaba Calumet (1889 - ) 

× Escanaba Tribune (1869 ï 1889) 

× The Iron Port (Escanaba) (1889 -  ) 

Gladstone, Delta County, Michigan 

× Gladstone Express (1889 - ) 

Calumet, Houghton County, Michigan 

× Calumet Conglomerate (1890 - ) 

Houghton, Houghton County, Michigan 

× Houghton Express (1889 - ) 

Newberry, Luce County, Michigan 

× Newberry Independent (1889 -  

Marquette County, Michigan 

× new Democratic newspaper (1891 - ?) 

Ishpeming, Marquette County, Michigan 

× Ishpeming Daily Press (1891 - ?) 

 

 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1  

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY  The Current Block, Norway ï 1891  
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Norwayôs The Current began in 1885.  This photograph appeared in Walter R. Nurseyôs 1891 publication The 

Menominee Iron Range which was published to promote the development of the area.  Note the staff members 

posing in the windows on the second floor of the newspaper building.  [MRHM]  



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 2  

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN, HISTORY ï Hanging in Menominee ï 1881  
Compiled by William John Cummings 

     The October 1, 1881 edition of The Florence Mining 

News reported the fatal stabbing of William Kittson with ñan 

enormous hunting knifeò and the subsequent stabbing of his 

brother, Norman Kittson, by brothers Frank and Jack 

McDonald near a railroad track following a dispute which 

began in a house of ill -repute near Menominee on the 

evening of Monday, September 26, 1881.  

     The McDonald brothers had recently returned to 

Menominee, the site of their sentencing, from a term in the 

State prison, and supposedly were intent on killing  ex-Sheriff 

Ruprecht and someone else who assisted in their arrest at 

Quinnesec a little over a year before. 

     The brothers were immediately arrested by Sheriff David 

Barclay and placed in separate cells.  Sheriff Barclay and his 

deputies, Si Brooks and Robert Barclay, were soon aware a 

movement was on foot to lynch the two criminals.  A 16-foot 

long 8ò x 8ò pine log battered down the jail door, cell doors 

were broken open with axes and the mob placed ropes 

around the necks of the McDonald brothers and dragged 

them into the road.  An eyewitness noted the smaller brother 

was dead before he left the Menominee County Court House 

yard, and the larger one did not survive much longer. 

     The lifeless bodies were hauled to the scene of the crime 

and hung on a tree in front of the house of ill -repute which 

was subsequently burned to the ground.  [WJC] 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 1 ï SLIDE 5 

MENOMINEE IRON RANGE HISTORY 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Marquette, Marquette County, Michigan 

× Marquette Mining Journal (xxxx-date) 

Negaunee, Marquette County, Michigan 

× Negaunee Advocate (1889 - ?) 

× Negaunee Herald (1889 - ?) 

 

Photographers 

× Early Menominee Range Photographers ï The 

photographers are listed alphabetically and their 

place and years of work are listed, helping to 

date early photographs.  This is an extensive 

collection of photographers (72 pages) with 

considerable contemporary documentation, 

primarily through newspaper articles. 

× Early Articles on Amateur Photography 

× Upper Peninsula Ford Motor Company 

Photography 

× Recent Menominee Range  Photographers 

 

 

 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 2 ï SLIDE 1 

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN, HISTORY 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

Accidental Deaths, Drownings, Suicides 
× Burning 

× Drowning 

× Electrocution 

× Exposure 

× Shooting 

× Suicide 

× Unknown Causes 

Agriculture 
× Cattle and Sheep Raising 

× Farms and Farmers 

× New York Farm/Dickinson County Poor 
Farm, Near Vulcan 

× General Agricultural Articles 

× Agricultural Districts  

× Early Contemporary Newspaper Accounts of 
Dickinson County Pioneer Farms, William J. 
Cummings, 1992, 80 pages 

 

 

× Fairgrounds, Fairs and Agricultural 
Organizations 

        Dickinson County Fair and Fairgrounds 

        Menominee Range Agricultural Society 

        Dickinson County Agricultural Society 

        County Grange 

        State Farm Bureau ï Dickinson County     
 Branch 

        Farmersô Institute  

Births, Obituaries, Weddings 
× Births Announced in Early Newspapers 

× Obituaries Printed in Early Newspapers 

× Weddings Announced in Early Newspapers 

Celebrations, Contests, Circuses and 
Parades 

× New Yearôs Day 

× Easter 

× Decoration Day/Memorial Day 

× Fourth of July  

 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 2  

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN, HISTORY ï New York Farm, near Vulcan 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

The New York Farm, owned by the New York Lumber Company, was established at the junction of the 

Menominee River and the Sturgeon River in 1866.  The farm supplied food for the logging camps and feed for 

the horses used at the camps in the area north and east of Vulcan.  The Menominee River Lumber Company 

later purchased the New York Farm property.  This early steam-powered engine was probably used in 

threshing at the New York Farm.  [Vulcan Centennial Book] 

 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 2  

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN, HISTORY ï  Lumber Company Farm, Foster City 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

This unused postcard view, dating between 1918 and 1924, shows three large barns which were used to house 

the prized herd of Holstein cows raised by the Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company on their farm near Foster 

City.  On Saturday evening, September 27, 1913, a barn-warming dance was held in the Morgan Lumber & 

Cedar Companyôs large new cow barn.  The barnôs interior was decorated with flags, ferns and autumn leaves, 

and the dance was considered the social event of the season.  Costing an estimated $5,000, the barn was 

considered to be the most up-to-date building of its kind in Dickinson County at the time.   The Morgan 

Lumber & Cedar Company ceased operations in Foster City in 1924.  [WJC] 

 



LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY FILE 2  

DICKINSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN, HISTORY ï Dickinson County Fair, Norway ï ca. 1915 
Compiled by William John Cummings 

During the summer of 1915 the race track at the Dickinson County Fairgrounds was substantially improved 

through the efforts of farmers and horsemen from the Norway-Vulcan area.  This postcard view, probably 

taken about this time, shows a large crowd watching a harness race.  The grandstand could not accommodate 

all of the spectators.  Note the judgesô stand at the right.  [MRHM]  


